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different authors, by a very young man, 

in the courſe of his "og as an on 
| in his leiſure e , e n 


K 2664-1 not "wet vob we is any e 
tion of the fame kind extant—All the Eaſtern 
Tales he ever met with, are diſperſed in mil. 0 

cellaneous and Periggbcal N 


* 


Tus RE is a certain fublimiry 3 in the Oridh- 
tal manner of writing, which is well ſuited to 
the dignity of inſtruction. The whole of theſe 
Tales have an obvious MORAL tendency, while, 

at the ſame time, the paſſions are ſufficiently ' 
intereſted to keep up the attention. They are 
chiefly intended for the uſe of YounG PEOPLE, 
to whom many of them may perhaps be new; 
and who are beſt pleaſed with important Leſſons, | 
when conveyed i in an agreeable manner. | | 


/ 5 As 


PREFACE. 


. does not pretend to the charafier of an : 
Author. : very few are qualified to make a 


ce any 
additions to human knowledge; and what can 
be added by each ſingle mind, even of this ſu- 
perior claſs, is very little. The greateſt part 

of mankind muſt therefore owe all their know 
ledge, and ALL muſt owe far the largeſt part 
of it, to the information of others. He hopes, 
however, that THis Collection will not be un- 
acceptable to ſuch as are fond of the Oriental 
diction, and have little leiſure, or inclination, 
to turn over a number of miſccllancous works 
in ſearch ack 1 


/ 


2 ; 2 
o * 1 


Brahim and Almira 8% S900 7 IG n 
The hiſtory of 8 the ſon of Abul⸗ 
3 faid Ws bas ; avi «Borg ow 
The ry! of Abdallah, the ſon of Sad 
— — Taarab the peaſant 5 K 4519. 
The Brothers = De eb Mis: agree th 
The hiftory of Almoraddin, Dogandar, and 2 
e ⅛ ˙ a 
— —— Banou Raid % f. 9 fe. 74 


* 


Vo" 


and the princeſs Farzana 
Zadick 

—äͤ— Omri and Raſſid 
The three Surgeons of Circaſſia 


. The hiſtory of Haſſan, or religion the founda- 


tion of content 


* * 


* 2 
8 + $ 
— >} IE 


ence made wits 


* * . ra . A % 
$4.7 . 
; * .0 
— — * A , 
2 
1 7 g 
S : 
5 by 
* - 
Fo 
” 
4 
Py . 
* 4 8 
£ . 
% jv Ky 
* 
1 , 
8 Fg 
1 
* 


— 


Abe the peaſant 
— Malicknazir, king of Carizme, 


3 


Abdalzar, the man by experi- 


by, 


« Moraddin, prince of Indoſtan 5 36 


- 
* > 
* 
* 84 
: 
Oo 
" 
” ®. 
I. 
Tat 
7 
E 
mo 
* 
— 
A 


* 


* 


108 


53 


— 


114 


o 


— 


122 


The 


. ͤl— . og ces 
. 


. 


5 — - Mahmut and Idris 0”; LES 
t Zulins : 264 — 1 og, EP J 1 


&. * 


The neceſſity of contentment in our ſtation: hk 

a a viſion  — 1 we 171 

Heliocentrus and Alu 35; as „ 7 
C Hiſtory of Aſem, or the e Kae of Provi- 
dence vindicated © I e fl K 20g -- 
= + Solymar and Almena — ee eee e 
3 | Yamodin and Tamira = — 210 
FG  Niftory of Muſtaphi; or the contempt of fame 213 
£ ren ard Famer | | 1 TS AX 
* 5 8 5 Tz . . * 
6 Huſſendgiar, the hermit— 248 
| «< The letter of Coſrou the ima — 2354 


SELECT:'.COLLECETO MN; 
5 * . 5 1 * 4 i . 8 : * 2 5 
5 i * 5 * n % 5 4 ” 

4 . 


- x 4 
4 & 2 
> 


SP $5 


oy - 


Ip and Ar. 3 
= EY — —— 


8 it in man to ſtill the roarings of the ſea, 25 

or in nature to check the fury of che 

wind? Who can dictate to the will of 
Heaven, or 8 unto the Fates, Thus 
« ſhall it be?” Son of man, canſt thou give 
motion to the ſtars, or limit the progreſs of the 


ſun'! ? Canſt thou ſtop the moments in their 


courſe, and ſteal the fands from ERIE 5 1 


time? 


In the city i Bagdad, fo celebrated by t the . | 
Faſtern writers, lived Ibrahim the ſon of Emir | 


Haſſan, who had formerly been principal fa- 
vourite to the Caliph, and entruſted by the 
commander of the faithful with the mo im- 


portant deſigns. Ibrahim was eſteemed an o- 


nour to his country, and looked upon as the 
glory of his race. He was now in all the come- 
lineſs of manhood, and his reputation was un- 
common for his years. His name went "_ 
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| like the gales of the morning, and his bone: : 
was as chearful as the beams of the ſun; Sor- 
row never ſaw a cloud upon his brow; nor did 
grief ever take poſſeſſion of his heart. Envy 
Was a ſtranger to his thoughts, and rancour an 
alien to his breaſt. His affection was cordial to 
Bis friends, and his charity conſtant to the poor. 
Reſolute in good, he was a ſtranger to fear; 
and, promoting the ſatisfaction of every ons. 
grew tenderly reſpected by all. 

Such was Ibrahim, when the angel of lore ; 
touched his boſom, and kindled a flame for Al- | 
mira, the ſiſter of Helim, who was viſier to the 
Caliph, and the next in power and greatneſs to 
his lord, —Almira was the moſt beautiful virgin 
of Bagdad, and the fame of her charms had 

KR reached the remoteſt borders of the Eaſt. Her 
Cheek was as freſh as the roſes of the morning, 
and her boſom was more white than the lily of 

the dale. The diamond of 'Golconda was leſs 
piercing than her eye, and her air was more 
comely than the preſence of the fawn. Her 
voice was like the muſic of paradiſe, and her : 
breath was as pure as the breezes of the weſt. 
Her ſong would ſubdue the tyger of the foreſt, 
and her looks would detain .the roe upon the - 
4 hills. Ve daughters of Bagdad, ye beheld her 
i with envy; and ye maids of Balſora, ye knew 

3 her with regret. At her fight, the winter of 
1 age would glow with admiration, and the ſum- 
| mer of youth with tenderneſs and love. She 
28Þ alone was worthy the hand of Ibrahim; and I- 

'} ae at length, was N weeks with _ * 
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- The thirtieth moon had now gone down upon : 
their felicity, and increaſed rhe tranſport of the 
lovers with a daughter, beautiful as her mo- 


ther, and à ſon, the ſtrongeſt picture of his 
fire. Their hours were meaſured only by their 


happineſs, and the minutes alone were number- 
ed out by joy. But oh! how unſtable are the 


pleaſures of this life! and how oft are the plans 
which we lay for delight, defeated in their end 
A fatal diſtemper preyed upon the tWwo ſmiling 
infants, and nature at faſt conſigned them over 
to the angel of death. Ibrahim was ſtruck with 


grief inexpreſſible, and Almira with anguiſh, 


too mighty to ſupport. He was, however, en- 


abled, by the force of reaſon and philoſophy. | 
to combat with his affliction; but ſhe, from the 


tenderneſs of conſtitution, and the extrava- 


gance of maternal love, was incapable of re- 


ceiving the ſmalleſt relief.— How oft did the 


complain to Heaven in the bitternefs of her 
ſorrows! how oft call upon death in the anguiſh. 


of her heart! Ye matrons of Bagdad, ye bore 
witneſs to her tears. Ye mothers of Balfora, 
ye have heard of her diſtreſs. Ye beams of 


the morning, ye roſe upon her ſighs; and ye 
ſhades of the evening, ye brought no comfort 

to her breaſt. Defpair was at laſt ſucceeded 
by diſtraction; and the Fates, offended at her 
complaints, cut” the thread of life, as ſhe was 
tearing her hair, and pouring forth her lamen- 


tations upon the new made grave of ker lutle 


Ibrahim and Almira.  - 
Almira's death deprived the reiehen wen- 


him of all his fortitude 3 he ſeized” a E 


\\ 


« aſkif I deferye them all? Th 


8 ter CoLtnctiON 
and prepared to put an end to. an exiſtence 


which he was no longer able to enjoy: but firſt, 


turning his eyes up to Heaven, and falling on 


his knees, he breathed dut the following prayer: 


God of my forefathers, who fitteſt. enthron- 
e ed above the ſeven heavens; and thou great 
% Prophet Mahomet, exalted miniſter of truth, 
« behold the tortures of my heart, and forgive | 
the raſhneſs they produce! It is not for me 
to aſk; why Eternal Providence ſhould ſhower | 
ch nameleſs woes upon me Vet let me 
K laws of truth 


and righteouſneſs I have hitherto inviolably 


c perienced 


e preſerved; and, whether it is from frenzy, or 
«© the wea neſs of human nature, I cannot de- 
termine; but I am no longer able ro ſuſtain - 
<« a weight of afflictions, which the utmoſt pro- 
* fligacy of\ he abandoned has never yet ex- 
Pardon me, then, oh Omnipo- 
«© tent! that thus, uncalled, I ruſh before thy 
« throne, to ſeek that repoſe i in another world, 
< which fate deſtroyed in this | 
Here ended Ibrahim; and he was juſt theme 
giving the fatal ſtroke, when one of thoſe ce- 
jeſtial beings, that attend the preſence of the 
living. God, appeared, and inſtantly withheld 
his hand. Ibrahim fell proſtrate, and thus the 
inhabitant of Heaven went on: „ Ceaſe, miſ- 
* taken Ibrahim, to complain of the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence; nor think that the de- 
< crees of the Moſt High are not actuated by 
r unerring juſtice. In this world, which thou 
* muſt look upon as a ſtate of probation, and 
<« not conſider as a place of reward, thou art 
* wrong 


* 


enn TALES. "- 


; wrong to ſeek. for perfect happineſs, oC) to- 
think of meeting with undiſturbed: repoſe- , 
To theſe delightful ends, if thou art ſolici- 
tous to ſoar, pay an implieit obedience to- 
the Divine will, nor ever tax that Being witb 
ſeverity, who, in the midſt of his diſpleaſure, 
only chaſtens to reform. Both thou and 
< Almira were too dotingly fond of theſe two 
babes, which- Heaven had bleſt you with, 
“ and paid a leſs attention to the Gixer, than: 
either did to the gift. In goodneſs, there- 
fore, Heaven remanded what it thought pro- 
per to beſtow: and art thou ſo unjuſt. as to- 
be offended; when the divine Being is'pteaſ- 
ed to recal his own? or, canſt d be ſaid, 
in reality, to love theſe little infants; if thou 
« wouldſt, a moment, wiſh them back from 
thoſe eternal manſions of felicity, which are 
provided for the bleſſed? They are happy 
£ wouldſt thou diſturb their happineſs * they 
are angels; wouldſt thou reduce them-to-com< J 
« mon clay? What haſt thou to- complain ef2 1.14 
Almira, that was: thy wife, is in- paradiſe; 
« wouldit thou bring her back to — 1 
world ? If they were dear-to-thee,/thow-ha(t | 
« cauſe to rejoice at their felicity;:; not to la- 
ment for their loſs... Thou beggeſt: of head? 
ven, Ibrahim, to forgive thy intended ſuis 
“ cide: How can'ſt thou be ſo inconſiſtentʒ as to 
pray to Heaven, in the very thou 
art going to violate the ſtricteſt of its: laws? 
Ho canſt thou preſume to addreſd ti Gj * * 
0 for merey, yet, in the midſt of thy petition z 
«. n to offend the n a his power; 
1 1 1 TILE: le 5 Da eee 
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fired with the pride of youth, and ſtimulate> 
prove his mind, by travelling into foreign coun- 


departed with the caravan for Baſrah, where 


Having thus far happily performed his journey, 


: Harouß-al. Rachid. the ſublime ſucceſſor of the 
| proper; the en of che ee the roſe 


5 \ \ 
Bl 
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„ O-Ibrahim! Heaven has dealt mereifully wit! 
< thee, and. provided never-ending happineſs 
<« for the wife of thy boſom, and the children 
« of thy heart. Wouldſt thou ſhare their camp 
„and join them in felicity, the way does not 


e ly in being diſturbed at the Almighty will, 


but in being refigned. Here the Go oe 
ceafed and vaniſhed —Ibrahim aroſe quite coni- 


forted at the expoſtulation: he laid by his raſh 
deſign; and the remainder of his days he de- 
dean 85 to PR Annes of bis 2 e | 


The Hig 7 Ounan, the fn avis. 


WMA H the Fg of Abnlfaid, of the feed * 
of the faithful, native of the city of Bir, 
in the province of Diarbekr, or Algiezirah, 
fertilized by the waters of El-pharat, * being 


by a thirſt after knowledge, reſolved: to im- 
tries. He aceordingly mounted his camel, and 


he arrived without accident, and made a conſi- 
derable purchafe of the moſt beautiful pearls. 


his heart panted with deſire to viſit the impe- 


riul city of Bagdad, where he might be an eye- 
e che glory and magnifieence that ſur- 
rounde& the perſon of the renowned Caliplt 


* The Evghrates is called by the natives Diete. 
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of delight, che ſte ward of para ſe, ee 
of merit, whoſe countenance ſhone like the vi! 


ſion of AE Borak *, whoſe wings were 


perpe-- 

tually dropping with the dews of liberality, and 

extended for ſhelter 10. wy the children of” i 
ſtreſs. n 


Omrah, . with: ſucceſs, ud aft 
wiki ihe refle&ion of his own importance, con- 
ſidered through the medium of youthful vani- | 

To ſet out from Baſrah, without guide or com- 
„ and had already advanced as far as he 
aclighttfal: plains of Hellah, within a day's jours 
ney of the great city. The fun had begun to 
gild the horizon; the heavens diſplayed an un- 
clouded-expanſe of blue ſerenity: the fig-tweez 
the citron, the palm and pomegranate, feeme 

5 4 rope their arms to welcome the new-born 

: the verdant plants that adern the banks 
of El-pharat, glittered with the dew drops of 
the morning: the young. camel, the wanton 
fawn, the bounding antelope, and nimble zer- 
bra, ſported along the meads, and every buſ t 
reſounded with the melody of the e cho- 3 
riſters. Every thing cofturred' to fill the heart 
of our youth with gaiety and good humour, 

and inſpire his breaſt with that ſelf-confidence | 
which never fails to darken the natural lights 

of ſenſe: and reafon. Here he was overtaken 
. two er n WN een, forth- 
EP with 


* 


i RG - 


” * Al. Borsk, recording to- "the * was hs beaſt” 
that carried Mahomet to heaven: His face was like that. 
ef a man; and his eyes ſhone. with as great a luſtre as 


the ſtars. would diſplay, were they enlj ——_ by tlie 
urs of the ſun. . " F 


8 4 yuan; Core) o 


with attracted his attention. One of theim 
ſeemed to be a man in ſtature, but a child im: 
countenance: his eyes were vacant, his fea- 
tures inanimated ; his mouth was unfarniſhe& 
with teeth, and an infipid fmile languiſhed inceſ- 
ſantly on his face. His neck was hung round 
with tinkling cymbals: in his hand he carried 
a pole, to the end of which was fixed the blad · 
der of a dromedary, diſtended with air, and 
containing a few poliſhed pebbles. This in- 
ſtrument he vattled ever and anon, and ſeem- 
ed to take pleaſure in the ſound it produced. 
His companion, who performed the office of 
tutor, and led him by a bow. ſtring, faſtened 
to his girdle, appeared to be of the middle age, 
tall, robuſt, and brawny, with a brindled beard 0 
and froward viſage. The place of one eye 
was covered with a patch of black taffeta: the 
other, ſurrounded with a livid circle, glared 
Ke a comet, portending the vengeance of 
Heaven: his noſe, which was curved like the 
ſtaff of the Caliph, had been levelled to his 
face by the ſtroke. of accident: his forehead 
was indented with ſears: his teeth were bro- 
ken and diſplaced : his turban was ſtained with 
blood, his garment was torn, and he halted on 
one leg, like Ebn-Zaid, the Emir of Mouſſul. 
A ſcimitar of Damaſcus hung upon his-thigh,, 
without, a feabbard; and in his hand he bore a2 
ſplintered launce, the remains of ſome tourna- 
ment in which he had been engaged. Not- 
withſtanding his ferocious. appearance, he ac- 
coſted our traveller in a: courteous: manner; 


and, | underſtanding his purpoſe. of mine Ba 5 8 


. > 


a 5 8 


mer this offer, and, joining theſe two ſtrat 
gers, was agreeably entertained with-the ſin- 


| ed. 

At len oth they atrivedat 7 Cook 175 a moun- 
tain, where the road vas divided into two 
paths; one of theſe was wide, ſafe, and agrees 


able, winding along the level plain, fo as to 


form a conſiderable circuit; the other, danger- 
ous and difficult, aſcended the mountain, and, 
in one place, bordered: on the brink of a pre» 
cipice that overhung the river El-pharat, at 
that time ſwelled by the vernal rains. This, 


as the ſhorteſt, was choſen by the lame guide 


and Omrah followed his footſteps, even againſt 
the dictates of his own judgment: but he was 
overawed, by the fear of appearing puſillani- 
mous in the ſight of his cond 
made n progreſs, notwithſtauding 
the inconveniencies of the way, when, in pa- 
ſing over the edge of a ſteep rock, the young · 
er of his two fellow travellers ſhook his rattle; 
the noiſe of which alarmed: an owl, that repo- 


ſed herſelf in a ſmall thicket which bordered on 


the path. Affrighted at the ſound, ſhe flaps 
ped her wings, — ſcreeching at the fam 
time, darted full in the face of the aſtoniſhed 
Omrah, who, ſtarting with ſurpriſe, fell over 


the precipice, and plunged into the waves of 


the El-pharat. Though he had the reputation 


of an excellent ſwimmer, ſuch was the rapidity , 


of the * as to hurry him more than ten 


paraſangs 


& 
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dad, offered to conduct him the 1 way to 
that city. Omrah, being naturally affable,” Acs | 


gular aan which ma lame tutor reconmt= 


or. They had 
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paraſang gs below the place where he fell: be 


at length he reached the ſhore, half dead with 
terror, fatigue and vexation: for he had loſt 
his turban, which was adorned with jewels of 
ineſtimable value. In this deplorable ſituation 
he was found by a peaſant, Who conveyed him 
to his cottage, and adminiſtered to him, with 
great humanity, in the courſe of a fever, which 
the agitation of his mind and body had produ · 
ced. One day, while he wandered among the 
groves of citrons that ſkirted the river, to inhale 
the refreſhing air, and congratulated himſelf up- 
on his recovery, his eyes were ſuddenly dazzled 
with the apparition of a female, ſo raviſhingly p 
beautiful, that he / miſtook her for one of the 
Houriz thoſe immortal daughters of delight, 
With whom the faithful Moſlems ſolace them 
ſelves in paradiſe. Her eyes were black, large, 
and comely, like thoſe of the wanton heifer 
that crops the yellow flowers in the enamellec 
meadows of Lerak: her: cheeks glowed with 
the crimſon dye of youth, more gorgeous than 
che full · blown roſe: that perfumes the gardens 
of Damaſcus: her teeth were white and po- 
liſhed,: as the ſceptre of the Caliph, and regu- 
larly Gol. like the rows of cypreſs. that ſhade. 
the'bazars of Diarbekr: her raven treſſes, that 
flowed adown her ſhoulders, were inter woven 
with ſprigs of diamonds, which ſparkled like 
the ſtars of heaven, through the ſable curtain 
of the night: her neck was ſnowy as the flower 
of Ophra, elegantly turned, ſmooth and gloſſy 
like the dan chat ride upon the waters of 
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Diglut &: her breaſts were ſeen to riſe 8 > 
A tranſparent veil, like two marble cupolas in 
the ſtately moſque of Bir. In a word, her 
form was exquiſite, and her ſplendid” apparel ſo 
contrived, as to exhibit every charm to the 
greateſt advantage. She turned her eyes up- 
on Omrah, and her look was accompanied with 
ſuch a ſmile, as captivared the ſenſe, and kindled 
in his heart a tranſport of deſire. When ſhe 
retired, he followed her ſteps to the purlicus ; 
of her habitation, which might be. juſtly term- 
ed the Bower of Bliſs, ſo laviſhly was it adorn- 
ed with all the beauties of nature and of art. 
Here was he checked by reverential awe, a- 
fraid of intruding upon the privacy of fome vo- 
luptuous Genie; who he ſuppoſed had fixed 
her reſidence in this enchanting ſpot. While 
he ſtood heſitating between love and apprehen- 
fon, he was joined by an impetuous youth, 
with ruddy locks and grey eyes, that glanced 
like the pearls of Baſrah: his noſe was aqui- 


line, and his complexion ſo florid, that his 1410 


blood ſeemed ready to burſt the veſſels in | 
which it was contained. His breath was 
more ſcorching than the blaſt called Samiel; 
that ſmites the traveller even to the marrow; 
and his ſkin felt like the touch of the angel of 
fire: his robe was ſtained with the juice of the 
grape, forbid to the followers of the Prophet: 
he ſmelled like the rams of Khurdiſtan ; and 
brandiſhed a dagger, that glittered like the 
Sam Samah of the invincible Haroun al Rachid. 
He Rt a Omrah without N and, 


ſeizing b 
<2 The river Tigris io called. | 
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ſeizing his hands, conveyed: him with the ſwift- 
neſs of lightning to the bower of the beautiful 
Unknown. There he met with ſuch recep- 
tion, as ſuited his moſt ſanguine wiſh : the en- 
chantreſs flew to his embrace, and he took full 
poſſeſſion of her charms ; ſo that for ſome time, 
his ſenſes were drowned in ecſtaſy. Burt, alas! 
this tranſport was of ſhort duration: next morn- 
ing, waking from his trance, he found himſelf 
ſtretched among ſtraw, in a wretched ſolitary 
Hut, abandoned by his enamorata, and rob- 
bed of all his pearls. | He ſtarted up with hor- 
ror, and ruſhing into the open air, perceived 
that all the gaiety of the landſcape was vaniſh- 
ed, Caſting his eyes around, he beheld no- 
thing but a dreary waſte of brakes and bogs, 
roughened with fome rugged rocks, among 
which he ſaw ſome half-ſtarved goats and mon- 
kies, the emblems of lewdneſs and obſcenity. 
At length, in a dark corner of the cottage, he 
1 an old hag, lying extended on a mat, 
and groaning with all the agony of diſtemper, 
He approached this miſerable object, notwith- 
ſtanding an almoſt intolerable ſtench that an- 
'noyed his noſtrils ; but {lie was incapable of 
conveying the leaſt verbal information. There 
Was hardly any veſtige of her noſe remaining: 
her teeth, her palate, and her throat, were half 
conſumed with putrifying ſores. What he could 
not learn from her tongue, he gueſſed from 
her condition. Dread and abhorrence winged 
his flight from this infectious ſcene. Smiting 
his breaſt in a tranſport of conſternation and 
remorſe, O Allah!” cried be, & js this the a 
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fruit of that virtubous education which Milos 
bibed at Bir; under the wings of my indul- 
<. gent parents? Are theſe the effects o 
* ſage precepts, inculcated on my tender mind, 
6. by the venerable - Abulfaid, whoſe wiſdom 
6e diffuſed a;grateful odour, like the gums and 
pices of Leman? Wretched: Omrah! how 
r haye thy folly. and miſcbnduct diſgraced thy 
% family, and —— citing to ſhame and per- 
dition? Thou haſt obeyed the impulſe of 
e the moſt; brutal and dangerous Paſſions 3 
thou haſt ruſhed inta the arms of vice, and 

% held See dalliance with infamy and diſ- 
< eaſel: Thou art ſtripped of all 7 * wealth 
“ derixed froin inheritancte and; induſtry: Thy 
«morals are corrupted, and in thy fleſh are 
e ſown the ſeeds of pain and putrefaction! Die, 
« miſerable Omrah! for thou art unworthy 
< to liye, or be numbered among the ſollo wers 
ce, of the propher 80 ſayings. he pulled 
from his girdle a poniard, which his evil for- 
tune had ſpared, and calling upon the angel 
of death, would have buried it in his own 
boſom, had not his hand been ſuddenly ar- 
reſted. | Thus reſtrained, he turned about, and 
found himſelf withheld by an aged derviſe; 
whoſe appearance inſpired him with reverence 


and awe. His eyes were bright and piercing, 


like thoſe of the eagles of Irak; but his looks 
were mild and benign: every feature breath 
ed ſenſibility; and the diſpoſition of the whole + 


formed an amiable aſpect of ſweetneſs and com- 
poſure-. 1 had robbed his forehead of its 


honours; but his white | beard deſcended ro 
his middle. He was cloathed in a ſimple 
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d'by: ſandals. of packthread g and in his hand 
| the: Moſlem derotees! 18825 


Having recited the pes Aren of - | Allak 
Ackbary (God is good) „ Hold; my fon,” ſaid 


ne, not meèanly give way to the Kante dic- 


c rates of deſ 4 25 Remember what thou OW 


<&. eſt to thyſelf, thy family, thy country, and 
thy religion. Confides) the life which thou 
art raſhly going to throw a 
<ithy diſpoſal: It is a ſacred 


ruſt, for which 


thou art accountabte tothe great Giver. He 
et it is that placed thee in this ſublunary ſtate 


5 « 0 e to fulſil the wiſe purpoſes of 
C providence: and ſhalt thou revolt againſt Bis 
ee decrees, and, like a coward or-a traitor, a- 
r bandon thy poſt without permiſſion? Wilt 


Siren of camel's/hair his fect: were defebd? : 
he held a rolary, according. ed the cuſtom of 


y, is not at 


— 


4 thou ruſh precipitately into the preſence of 


« the offended Allah? Wilt thou preſume ro 
«mingle with the pure ſpirits: of tlie fairhful, 


«« ſtained as thou muſt be with the 'dreadful 


e guilt of ſuicide? Thy country demands r 
« life which thou haſt no right to take away. 


e In withdrawing thyſelf: from the land of the 


„living, thou robbeſt thy prince of a ſubject; 
ts thou robbeſt the community of thoſe talents 


«© which were beſtowed: upon thee for the uſe 


& and benefit of thy fellow citizens; and thou 
* entaileſt diſgrace upon the family which gave 


« thee being. Wilt thou then plunge into e- 


„ ternity, With ſuch complicated -horr ror 8 On 


„thy head? Ah! no, let it not be ſaid, that 


* the 0 wel a =— Oy trained 
8 Tos up 
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« -uplin-ahe ue faith of eee Pro- . 
<.phet,; and ſadmitted to kiſs chef 1 — | 
6e hold bf, tha Crabah, ſhouſd 
4e fuch fruit of wickedneſs: e F 
word which the ſenior ſpoke, ſeemed 10 pens 5 
trate to the heart of Omrah: The poniarfCe 
dropped from his hand; the agitation of his 
mind fubſided; his locks ſoftened: into the ex 
preſhon of penitentialiſorrow; and his checks 
were:{:beflewed; with the teats of centritioen. 
He fell on his knees beſore the reterend der- 
8 viſe, and graſping his hand, „Father,“ crieck 
hne, q ſubmit to tlie irreſiſſible foree of your 
« reaſono Bou hawe taught me to acquieſce in 
the dliſpenſations of provide ace: Pity an 
. <-helpleſs. youtiy man, far removed from tlie 
« advice:and-:afliftance of his friends, miſled | 
_ < by; theipallians. of youth, perſecuted by: miſs 
& — and be by iniquity. 
« have ſaved; me from the commit 
<« crime the remembrance af which: fills. me 
wich horror. Extend your charity ſtill farther, 
< and aid me with your ſalutary esunſel, more 
precious than the fragrant Sade of Hayaman; * 
- counſel flowing fra the ſacred ſprings of 
<« ſtudy and experience. After this preamble; _ 
he recounted the diſaſters whieh had befallen 
him, and deſeribed the ſnares into which he hack 
fallen. The derviſe having liſtened: to this tale 
with the moſt humane complaceney, undertook 
the office of -comferter,; bade him be of good - 
cheer, and thank Heaven for the dangers: he. 
had eſcaped. He obſerved, that adverſity was 
the moſt uſeful ſchool of life: He demonſtrat- 
ed the inſignificance and fugitive nature of 
B2 1 wean 
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EN fair; profjpefincidr be Eren lan ufthie init 
try and perſeverance: He promiſed to o ſecure 
his conſtitution, by means of an antidote; the 
juice of a certain herb which grows upon the 
mountains of Kurdo, lately diſcovered by the 
| Caliph's re wage Gabriel] 1; the for of Bakhti- 
Auaͤu, an heretic — 1 of the Jet 

| Aides: Finally, he invited im to his her 

In the. neighbourhood, whither he was accom+ 
Panied by che grateful Omtah.. 
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Every word that flowed from the mouth. of 
the der viſe, was ee with wiſdom, Nee 
ed with humanity His"converſativn ſtole im 
perceptibiy into e of Omrah, and 

emeanour inſpired- him with rèeverente 
rffection. He was-commodionllyi — in the 
Hermitage, and treated with Parental care, un- 
debauched by vicious tenderneſs; for he found 
-himfelf. reſtricted to the food yy [temperance 
and frugality, while his hoſt adminiſtered to him 
the life antidote, which in à little time 
deſtroyed the ſeeds of that poiſon which had 
begun to germinate in his conſtitution. It was. 
à much more difficult taſk: to purify. his mind, 
and eradicate thoſe bad habirs which youth 
and paffion had engendered: This, however, 
the derviſe did not decline, as he perceived in 
his pupil a remarkable fenſibility of heart, to- 
gether with an uncommon acuteneſs and duc- 
tility of underſtanding. His vanity and pride 
were already mortified by the diſaſters he had 
e on But _ e e N Was che "re 
| 8 5 4 


| trained Wh, the, Caliph | 
bike Nag ks n. i Won the Pte 5 


{et of a an. ofe. :; paſhons- - J 
yould,, i probe 555 19 — renived in eee 
F + IE. Re b 
525 12 bal not ele Le Suche 8 10 EA 
ſubdue them, with. the arms of rcaſon n 1 
we of [He made, à fait eftimate_ f al ; 
oung, mans acsompliſhments ; 3 balanced ed 1 
f is, defelts, and ſhowed he "the 1 
dale 1 derated - = 
point of per onal quali fication, h = 
led, if not excelled, e af J 
raries; that he wah, 155 1 
phyſician Gabriel, th 4 
2600 Lnat throw., che. 1 n Ne Mols 1 
la, the prefet pl Ig j . 3: OT. manage. ehe f 
ſteed like Medea Ebo Alia, Who, nen 3 


Nor . JS, 105 4 


in the. 7 tourg 
built on. an iflar d | 


cah.coul . 95 2 
Khalid Ebn, TAE 1 2, 
beral than his fon. aafar, t 1 4 
the empire, o hom 1 


his own. ſter. i in. 58 
Ka! this, uche $ e's th on 


1 WH 5 : © iy mar 05 55 8 8 f ev 
19 that in medicine 
grant, Im eompiriſon' of "ths Chit 
brief ant rhe Indian Mangheh ; Which 
Tad to, have the hand of Moe Af 
Ai Why or, Meſſiah : that in ' meraphy C 
as'ecliyy ipfeq b Abouſaid Alma, ho wrote 
treatiſe on the ſublime Joarinks: of 
ö er 2 a, intitle, Fähouat- wal naderat; and 
Thar he as a C child in hiloſophy and 3 
Acuce, when compared: to Mofabek and 
| Hiloul::” Finally, 21 reminded of our 9 el 
diſtreisfuf cireumſt antes to which 
3 the loſs of bis 8 and 10 5 


Re Fes, t 110 . to look ay 11 
with that Uifidence* and-. contempt, w = 

lay: the foundations of Wiſdom. His Punk 

| which: pride had: hardened, was now melted by- : 
Hur anity,. and overflowed with. all the tender- 

N Arts of: Henne... All the vain projects of 
ths; carly; 8 vaniſhed, like the 25 roms: 

of a morning diva am: He obtained. an abſolute 

by 1 over his 0 unruly paſſions; and now 
retained no ambftion, but that of diftinguiſhing . 
Knit among his fellow creatures, by his ſus. 

 Yenior: ſagacity. aud virtue. In. theſe fo entimenits: 
bk liſtened: with the moſt- eager attenti len tb 
inſtructions of the derviſc, who: was bor Alx. 
a. e maſter of: all the pliiloſophy Und: 


n 


* 


—. oro ²⁰˙m̊1mq]0Ü0¹Ü⁴ʃʃ˙ʃ ee on. Ä 


the derviſe p 


ſah al Moſtan 8. b nien the Caliph 


1875 * 0 
mach ; and" intimately 


cquainted with All 


the ſprings that move the human heart. is 


Edele e was ſo univerſal; And his ue ſo 
ſublime, that Omrah beli at him" a ſuperna- 
rural being, atid could —_ refrain frbm wor- 
ſhip”; and adoration; He did not fail, 1 
to make Advantage os the pre. cious moments. 

which this o ity afforded. He careful 
treaſured up the leſſons of 575 tutor; 


one annual revolution 6f the ſun, his wind ws 
ſo well ſtored —— bp and eru 


ed him qualified” 20 4 


college aàt Ma 


profeſſor in t e | Ex mous 


the city of Bagdad! Ne. 


lately etabiſhed a 


proficiency: he had mate, and reſolved t it, F 
another” car in the, profecution of his {tudi 
within the boſom of this charming r 


when his reſclution was fruſtrated by | 
expected event. From the aga of the caravan · 


of Bir, which paſſed* near the ſkirts of che 


hermitage, de learned that the | yenerable- 


Abulfaid had paid His debt to nature, arid: 


that his mother, the virtuous Kadiſha, mourn- US. 
ed, without ceaſing; the death of her huſba 1d; 


and the abſence of her ſon; of Whom e had: 
heard no tidings: ſince his departure. n 

_ Omrah'*s filial: tendernefs was waked b ot, F! 
intelligence... Having paid the tribute of teafs. 
to the memory of his farher; Be: confulted! the. 


| derviſe with e to his future ct 


of 1 4 cuſtoms and watthety wy ES 


vertheleſs, he was not yet ſarisfied * with the 


of 


433 e 


2 . 1 90 
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— 
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| preceptor, o_ the caravan, arrived ; 
comforted . mother, ind found himſel heir. 
to a conſiderable fortune. MI 11 75 of 1 
viſe's Ee he 1 lis 1 8484 
jewels, àndſet out the neareſt road for 
determined to 1 talents to the I 
of his country. i departed. with the 
caravan of MoudlaT. F hith 
with dyed p linen, and cotton; and. 
| Ort fa had an opportunity IJ bg- 
on izing luis v. Pu ji n Afi, engagement with a 
body of Curdes and, Vartars, who arracked the 
elcorte,: and Were routed: after r © by 
on, in which Omrah. lew Wit his- 
ane of the fierceſt. ſchecks of the ebemy. 
paſſed, over he verdam hills c 
ed with ſheep, and through xþ 


— 


Tl hey. 
Hqhaſor, e cover - 


din, ſhaded with the. dare, the. figs, 7 the p 1 der 
granate: n Kl ie Ae round hs 
mountains o ad, t viſited the ancient 
* of Wb W e delighif 
ſtream of. Hermas. Haying dae che Rarely. 
| bridge, of. Niſibin, chey for: five days travelled! 
 thrgugh the kparched and deſart country, of Sin- 


Dig W. 
" Thaw the 3 SHE which- IS terri⸗ 


2 tory. affords, - and the curioſities with. which. the 4 
place abounds, could not, in the opinion, 5 

Omrah, make. ang nien fer. the exceſſiye heat 
n c | e thare 5 


— 


kin #4 
Li Bit, 


1 was chiefly loaded 5 


a. ſevere; act 0 


he. vales of Mur 


jar, before. they reached the ſpacious ciiy of 
Louſful, ſeated on the Pleaſant banks. t the : 


— 


2 8 — — — 
Omrah entered the weſtern eity, called Kaſr, | 7 
 and!-was/ſtruck/duin; Wich aſtoniſnment and ad- 
miration at chr of ane Dar-al-Khalifa,- 1 
lace of the i Amors |-Hazoun-al-Raſchid, Who — 
ſat inthroned above che princes of the nations. 
in a blazeſof ſplendohr that dazzled ;theyueyess 
and coofounded the. ide f all-behoſders;,.'. 
. nas 'delighitsiand) ound himſeff jere- a 
ſiſtihly attracted by an eager deſire to bg re. 
ceived among the ſervants of: che invincible 
Caliph. He ſpem the! figh:: days after his ar- 1 
rival in furveying-the moſques;>the!bazarg.aht — ñꝝ? 
palaces, — cahals -of: this magnifi- : {.:4 
— 4 Tuen he ee Ut . 1 
by one of. hin! Kinſmeni At: Bi This perion, 
whoſe; —— rs Ali EDn — — 
him to a field vn the further fide; of abe. Di- 
glut, where he perceived; bu: the, ſummit of. a 
very high mountain; ſeemingly -nacetthibley;.a. 
temple that ſhone like adamant. „„ Behold 
ſaid Ali); * 1 of Akaba, and = [a 
Diſtinction, which every: man muſt reach be- 
* 2 he can obtain The favour of the C 
G4; kf The bn is attended with, imme | 
>} | neut 


— 
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5 1 Ke 8 ed b im wh cines 
«ihe prese 9 8: vari 71 ſauds, 
© Paſſes throbgh the ulmoftimpenetrablebrake; 
«aig ASſcomfits' rhes formidable guards that 
% hover about the ſkirts of the fortreſs 1» 
The peril and difficulties annexed to this en- 
_ terfriſey ſerved onty to iuflame the ere ; 
of Omrah, who would have be airy "afc 
without kefitarionz! had not he aaa 
Ak, chat each adrénturer was permitted to 
chuſe : two guides from la mult itude of perfon- | 
ages who 8 wh bed ab che foot of the 


3 | oyed;! Of theſe; he 
ſele ed A 5 n. 


ag Atte Ic "158 

This V à flovid! enen A inſrusting | 
took, dnd'everdimblings ſmile, æhat played up- 
om hik viſageRke che cireling cddies that ſpor- 
dle whirl upon the traufparent ſtream of Be. 

Hah He was: tall, ſtrei ht, and vigor 1 
Mreng as thel came of etz and Uimble us | 
a] etbua of the deferr. His robe wagxovers 
ed"with oy lc eln of embwoi- ; 


1 r | 


0 pert — oy viow of Omrah, than 
ur youth Was ſeized with an ecſtaſy of impa- 


| tience, to achieve the adventure; for the 
Painter had not only repreſented all the beau- 
ties and elegaucies of the temple with the moft 
flatten; exaggeration; but aſſo exhibited Ha- 
rama che Cali iph's treaſurer, ſitting o on a throne 
23 before 


Dp” 


formed a . with 9 
He emed o 0 turned of fifty, thieks {quat, - 
ments. 1 don ane ee 


— rent 8 „ 
forebead, o like ͥ hee Win- 
ng e d clifts of. Ne 
curious Aare then ae hel- 5 
2 rk, ande taking in His:chandd a long 
pole, with 180: won hook at one end; walked 
with a firm an&deliberate Pace behind Omrah, 
who eagerly followed the ifoaſteps of his yonỹi] - 


ful conductor He be bet een faunting — 


wr er. 


bel u . bo 
ſame — r to 
ſwallow: a mouthful of; that incompazable:car- - 
dial. He-complied-with;this advice, ; and found 
it more delicious than the ſherbet of Op rah, 

compounded for the haram afq the Galipha His 
ſpirits were not only inſtantanequſiy refreſhed, 
but his heart ws inſpired With ſuch confidense 
as he had never felt ee nd hi- JookeWexe 
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Bites The triumvirate nos er 
pfectiotr of '# rock about lin feet ſquare; and. 
che \younger of his guides, having pocketed 

n ure and vial; began te climb — 


rock, which in — meaſure overhung this 


reſing place. He had. alread * 

hand on the brinle ob the ſunmint a. -benithe 

ſenigr *ſuddenily ſeizing” Imran: 
oft the" cyround in inan, and, e, EX end wore 

Himſelf! upon his body, preſſed 3 

With — e-f 


orte. 1 by; un 1 22 0 5 276 


q 5 Lee you Y boot 
ik the ſenibr Mach not committed. thip violence, 
wel mut! have:ſtreck! him in0his fall, and dafh- 
ed mim in pieces among the rocks 

had already aſcended⸗- O OUT rs gy 


The part lof the ſammmt oi bee 
Had aid hotd; was a Jooſe fragment, that ſe- 


\partred' from ther rc and pitched upon the 
helmet of the elder guide, from whence it re- 


boutided' harmleſs, and fell at à conſiderable 


diſtance from the foot of the precipice. 


©! "Oinral, in che midlt of his acknowledg- | 


ments to his ſage preſerver, could not help la- 
menting the loſs of his other attendarit, when 
the old man bade him caſthis eyes below, where 


he ſaw him limping off che field) in all appear- 
ance very Hietle damaged by his fall, though lie 


tid. not A oak” we _ en to the 


it n ſuch onduttorrumbling 


| which they - 
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The remaining guide, havin g obſerved the 


| precipice above with great attention, unbound | 


his ypes, one end of which he tied round the 
middle of Omrah, keeping the other faſt a- 
bout his own body; ; then fixing the hook of his 
pole upon the trunk of a wild 15 5 which W 
from a cleft in the rock, he drew himſel 


ged Omrah into the ſame hollow. This ope- 


ration being repeated, they both reached the 
ſummit in ſafety; and our aq venturer looked 
back upon the dangers he had undergone, with - 
a mingled tranſport of joy and horror. Nor 
was the proſpeRt before him much more com- 


fortable. He found himſelf obliged to paſs o- 


ver a long tract of looſe burning ſand, like 
that of the deſert of Barkha; at the farther \ 
end of which, he perceived a chick and ſeem- 
ingly impaſſable brake of thorns, briers, and 
brambles ; but he ſaw neither grove nor cara- 
vanſera for refreſhment or repoſe, nor the leaſt 
ſign of water to quench his thirſt, which was 
already become almoſt intolerable. - He would 


now have deſiſted from his purſuit; but there 


Was an impoſſibility of retreating, and his guide 
told him, that his ſafety and ſucceſs depended 


entirely upon his perſeverance. He reſolved, 


therefore, to redouble all his efforts; and his: 
companion accommodating him with an occa- 
ſional umbrello, made of the palmeto- leaf, fix- 
ed to the end of his pole, he proceeded through - 
the blaſted plain with aſtoniſhing vigour : bur 
when, at length, he approached the brake, 
_— fainr, and * when he ſaw 
OE how a 
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up, 


and afterwards, by means of the rope, drag- 
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* extinguiſh thy ambition.“ 
claſped the youth in his arms, and plunged in- 
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How thick the thorns. were ſet, and haw. the 


briers and brambles were entan gled together; 
when he viewed the numerous and dreadful, 
- adverſaries whom he had to encounter, on the 


ſpace, between this boundary and the draw- 
bridge, he was abandoned by. his -conſtancy 
and courage ; his heart died within him, and 
be declared, he would lie down and periſh a- 
8. Omg the ſcorching ſand; rather than encoun- 
uch inſurmountable toils, or engage with 
is attendant, ſeeing _ 
Him overwhelmed with. deſpair, Hought not to 
animate him to new endeavours. His province 
Was not to ſtimulate and encourage, but to fore- 
ſee danger, and prevent accident. He lifted the 
youth upon his back, with as much eaſe as if 
he had been-a child new⸗ born; and carrying 
him to the left, about the length of one para- 
dang, arrived at the brink of a rapid ſtream, 
which Omrah beheld with a tranſport of JOY 3+ -* 


ter 
ſuch an hoſt of terrors. 


but this was inſtantly damped, when he heard 


his conductor -exclaim, ** Theſe be the waters 


< of Diſappointment, too bitter to regale thy 
< palate; though, perhaps, they may ſerve to 


to the torrent, which was equally deep and 
impetuous. - 


The force with which Omrah was Vena 


Tf # TAY 


tated from the bank of the river, ſunk them 


both to the bottom, where the ſenior diſap- 
peared, after having, by a kind of magical 
conveyance, fixed the helmet of cork upon the 
head of his pupil, Thus ace the youth 


ſoon 


So ſaying, 2 


ſoon roſe to the 1 N when he 1 8 
ſelf daſhed to and fro among varjous. rocks an 
contending. currents; and in ſpite of all his en- 
deavours to the contrary, was obliged to ſwal- 
low large draughts of the water, which was 
ren times more unpalatable. than the aſhes of 
the Kali, or the ſalt of Ammon, cryſtalized 
from the urine of Hegen, among the ſcorching 
ſand of the deſart. All his efforts to reach the. 
| ſhore would have been ineffectual, had not 
he been accommodated with the den which 
not only defended his head from violence, but 
rendered his body ſpecifically lighter than the- 
fluid in which he floated. When his ſtrengths 
failed, he reconimended his ſoul to Allah and 
the prophet, and reſigned himſelf to the vio- 
lence of the ſtream, which tilting him over a 
ſteep caſcade, loſt all its fury in a ſpreading 
pool below. Here he recolle&ed his thoughts, 
and by a ſmall-exertion of his ſtrength and Kill | 
in ſwimming, arrived at the dry land: Ne- 
vertheleſs, he was ſo much erhalte by the 
fatigue and terror he had undergone, 1 he 
ſwooned upon the hank; and Wien he reco- 
vered the uſe of his ſenſes, found himſelf in a 
very dangerous ſituation. He was. ſurrounded: 
by a body of armed Curdes on horſeback ; a 
lance was held to his throat by a female war- 
riour, who ſtood over him in the attitude o 
ſtriking, holding in her left hand his ſcarf and 
ſcimitar, which ſhe had unbound from bis 
fide; and one of her attendants had taken 
poſſeſſion of his helmet. When he locked ug; 
and 0 this Amazon, he N it was a vi- . 
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ſion of the brain, in which he reſolved to re- 


gale his fancy. On the crown of her head a- 
roſe the botta, adorned with jewels like the 
tiara of Irak; and her long black hair tied. to- 


gether with a en fillet, flowed down in na- 


.ural ringlets to the middle of her back, float- 


ing and fluctuating in the wanton wind. Her 


ſhoulder was graced with an emboſſed quiver, 
plentifully ſupplied with arrows; and on the 


fame ſide was flung a bow tipped; with ivory, 


and ſtudded with precious pn Her upper 


_ garment was faced, with ermin 


Perſian, bound about her middle with à ſcarf 


of Damaſcus, but -parting at the knee, ſo 
as to diſcloſe her delicate limbs, caſed in em- 


Funden buſkins. Her face was beautiful as 


the idea that true Moſlems have of the Carubun 
and Sajedun, angels that adore the moſt High 


in the ſeventh heaven ; and her eyes lightened 
ke the precious ſtone of Haſala, which the 
Prophet faw in the viſion al Borak. Though 


wide, ſhort 
and -open, diſplaying the under ſtole of rich 


her poſture was menacing, her looks were be- 


nign ; and through the reſentment that glowed _ 


on her viſage, there ſhone ſuch an emanation 
of ſoftneſs and complacency, that the firſt e- 


motion of Omrah was not fear, but admiration 


and love. HFapleſs wretch ! P* cried ſhe. in a 


tone ſweet as the murmurs of al Cawthur, the 
fountains that warble as they flow from under 
the tree ſedrut, © recommend thyſelf to the 
« faithful. of God, the angel of death that 
© & preſides over feventy thoufand, who is how 


rc ready to blot thy deteſted name from the 


«6 book of life..—T hou haſt flain the young 
| yy Fe 


— 
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ct prince of the Cankis; my- betrothed lord. 
es theſe be the trophies of thy cruel victory 


« This ſcarf I wove with my own fingers, 


« ſitting in my bower, by one of the. ſprings 
« of Amada on the mountain?” Fair Prin- 
« ceſs,” replied the youth, eruelty and in- 


« juſtice cannot lurk under ſuch an aſpect DE, 


< 1nnocence and humanity. ' My heart is more 
endangered by the ſhafts of your beauty, 
4 than by the point of your lance. The ſcarf 
you have recognized was fairly: won in battle 
« from a perſon who attacked me without 
% provocation. Nevertheleſs, if it has been 
« my misfortune unwillingly to incur the diſ- 
« pleaſure of ſuch perfection, execute your”. 
« threats.—l will-gladly die by your avenging 


„hand; but.I:cannot live the ba ares” of - 


. reſeninen | 


At theſe ed hes echt were overſpread 4 
with a deep ſuffuſion; ſhe withdrew her lance, E 
ſaying, „ I will not ſtain myſelf "with thy 
ce blood; thou ſhalt be reſerved for the jute 


of my ſovereign, whoſe camp is pitelied in 
the receſs of a deep valley to the northward: 


93.5 


« of yonder ſhaggy motintain.?* - 
He was accordingly fettered by her- retirue, 
and mounted behind one: of the horſemen; with 


whom ſhe forthwith ſer out on her return from 
the excurſion ſhe had made. They were be- 


nighted in a thick wood, where they pitched 
occaſional tents, in one of: which Omrah was 
fecured under a ſtrong guard. At midnight, * 
while he ruminated on his hard fate, his love 
** 3 on a ſudden, ſtood before him, 
3. e 
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her eyes ſtreaming with tears. 6 Stranger; „ 


cried ſhe, © this is no time for diſſembling-; 


cc 
. cc 


* without delay, and profit by this precious 


— 


was diſſolved in tenderneſs by this unexpected 
addreſs. He proſtrated himſelf before her, 


thou haſt made an impreſſion on my heart. 


Far from dragging these before the footſtool 


of Amru, who would devote thee to inſtant 


death for the murder of his ſon, I will in- 
ſtantly ſet thee free, and am almoſt tempted 
to follow thy fortune. Here, take thy ſei- 


mitar, and wear the ſcarf for my fake! 
thou art more worthy than its . pof- 
© ſeflor, the moſt brutal of all the ſchecks in 


_Cupdiſtan. Two horſemen, whom I have 
ſelected for the purpoſe, wait without to 


conduct thee bey ond the furtheſt extents of 


our hoſtile 9 upon Vaman. Ariſe 


opportunity ; Which, if once loſt, will ne- 
ver be retrieved.” Omrah's mul. ſoul 


and declared, in the moſt paſſionate ſtrain, that 


he would have more joy in dying at her feet, 
than in taſting the greateſt favours that for-- 
tune could beſtow, NG her preſence and 
participation. You muſt not die,” ſhe 


b exclaimed ; „ ſuch an event would 


45 


<6 


the unfortunate Fatima.” So. ſaying, ſhe 


prove fatal to her whom you pretend to 


love. Know, that although I live among 8 
theſe barbarous tribes, Jam not by birth a 
Curde: recommend me to thy prophet, 


whom I alfo adore: away, and remember 


9 a ſignal, in conſequence. of which the 


o horſemen entered the tent, ſeized oun 
ER YOu: = 
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youth by the arms, and conveying him to the . 
door, lifted him upon a beautiful ſteed gayly- * 


capariſoned. They mounted their horſes at 
the ſame time, and one of them taking hold 


of the reins of his bridle, they proceeded in 3 


ſilence, the heart of Omrah being overwhelim- 
ed with grief, anxiety and confuſion. After 


having traverſed ſeveral thickets, marſhes, and 93 


mountains, they found themſelves, in the mornu- 
ing, on the ſkirts of an extenſive plaing when 
one of the two. conductors quitting” the 2 | 
of Omrah's horſe, pointed with his finger 


the eaſt ; and the youth caſting his eyes den 


way, diſcerned the towers and minorets of 
Bagdad: then the Curdes, laying the finger to 
the lip, as a ſignal to enjoin ſilence, turned a- 


bout their horſes, and rode off at full ſpeed, 


leaving the ſon of Abulfaid to proſecute his re- 


flections on the ſtrange viciſſitudes of his for- 
tune. It was not without the utmoſt perplex- 


ity that he.revolved a variety of thoughts, in 
which the amiable Fatima ſtill maintained the 
aſcendency ſhe had ſo ſurpriſingly acquired. 
Her beauteous image was {till preſent to his 
fancy, and her laſt words {till ſounded in his 
ear: © Remember the unfortunate Fatima!“ 


Sometimes he was tempted to return and regale 
himſelf with another ſight of her, though at 


the certain expence of his life. Sometimes he 
was fired with the hope of giving ſuch infor- 
mation to the Caliph, as would induce him 
to ſend a body of troops to intercept the Cur- 


des in their retreat: the firſt, upon recollec- 


* TO to be a ſcheme ſuggeſted by 


nn, _ 
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5 madneſs; the other, he foreſaw, would be im- 

. practicable. At length, he reſolved to retire: 
; the hurry of courts and cities, and culti- 
vate the virtues of private life in ſome quiet 
retreat. The very ſpot over which he now 
travelled, ſeemed remarkably adapted by na- 
ture for the ſcene of his retirement. It was a 
delightful plain, waved into a number of a- 
greeable ſwells, tufted with groves, and Wa-- 

_ tered with tranſparent. ſtreamlets. Beſides, it 
could. not he far diſtant from the receſs has. 
ed by the Curdes, among whom his Fatima 
reſided; and he was flattered with the hope of 
one day reviewing the idol of his ſoul. Sti- 
mulated by theſe conſiderations, he withdrew 
his effects from the hands of. the jeweller, Ali 

Ebn Azrah; agreed with the emir of the 
province about the purchaſe of the land upon 
which he had pitched for a ſettlement ;. rear-- 
ed up a houſe with ſurpriſing expedition; ſtock-- 
ed his ground with cattle of all. forts bought 
a number of flaves, and parcelled out the ground 
into corn fields, paſtures, and plantations. . 
Providence crowned his endeavours with ſuc- 

'» -ceſs. | Yellow: harveſts waved on every fide: 
His flocks and herds multiplied with amazing 

increaſe: his gardens and orchards glowed with 
the moſt delicious fruit, the citron, the melon, 
the pomegranate, the peach and the nectarine. 

His fleeces rivalled the fineſt wool of Curdiſ- 

tan; and, even before the firſt year of his 

ruſticiry! was elapſed, he fent a conſiderable 
quantity of raw filk and camels hair to the . 
2 5 of Bagdad. His extenſive ccm 
de quired . 
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his good fortune. All his fellow. creatures were 
welcome to his advice and aſſiſtance, and his 


hand was ever ready to relieve the neceſſitous. 


In a word, his name was diffuſed like a Sabe- 


an odour, "and every hill and valley reſound- 
ed with ſtrains that were poured forth in 


praiſe of Omrah, whom they compared to the 
patriarch Al. Ma'mur, father of the faithful. 


In the midſt of all theſe enjoyments, which 
muſt have been exquiſitely felt by a perſon of 


Omrah's generous diſpoſition, he ſtill retained 


the idea of the fair Fatima, though it no long- 


er excited painful ſenſations, but rather a ten- 


der remembrance, which he cheriſhed; with 4 
kind of melancholy ſelf-· indulgence. Iwo years 
had happily rolled over his head in this Pacific 
ſtate of rural ſequeſtration; when one evening 


ſtanding in his porch to enjoy the cooling 


breeze, he lifred up his eyes, and beheld his 
friend the derviſe advancing towards his habi- 
tation. He ran forth to meet his worthy. pre- 


ceptor, and, falling on his neck, wept aloud in 


a tranſport of; joy. Then he led him by the =” 


hand into his divan, and welcomed his arrival 


with ſuch overflowings of gratitüde, as might 


be expected from the benevolent heart of Om- 
rah. When the ſage had refreſhed and repo- 


ſed himſelf, his kind hoſt recounted all the par- : 
ticulars of his: fate ſince their laſt parting; ex- 
| Piged. the nature N ag Picton. ſituation, and 
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required a great many hands; and fol: a con- 
ſiderable number of dependants: his berdſmen, _ 5 
peaſants, and ſlaves, partook and rejoiced in 


. 


conſe, but did not ſeem to enter into his rap- 


The dervſe” cctentively Aiſtbned' to bis" df 


tures. On the contrary, aſſuming a ſeyerity 
of aſpect, “ Such, faid he, are the avoca- 


</ tions allotted Foe thoſe 'whom nature hath 


«© formed with moderate intellects, to move 


4 Within the ſhade of life; but der extraordi- 


ce nary talents are beſtowed for other purpoſes 
„ of à higher order; to improve the neceſſary 


« arts, deviſe laws, extend commerce, condu 


« armies, aſſiſt in moving the machine of Go- 


. +: vernment, and contrive patriot plans for the 


et benefit of ſociety. Believe me, ſon, this re- 
te treat is criminal: Providence hath deſigned 45 
you for the ſervice of the public. I bluſh 


5 to think you have been ſo eaſily diſcouraged | 
« from the honourable purſuit in which you . 


ce. was engaged. You muſt forthwith quit this 
favourite privacy, and relinquiſh theſe plea- 


« ſures, which ſerve only to ener vate the fa- 


c culties of the ſou]. To-morrow I will lead 


8 you back to the hill of- Akaba, which you 
cg [ſhall aſcend by an avenue oppoſite to that 


c which you have attempted in vain; and, be- 


* fore we part, you ſhall be ſupplied with ſuch 


ce armouras will enſure ſucceſs“ Theſe words 


acted like a charm upon the heart of Omrah, 


in which all the ideas of ambition revived. He 
deſired he might be led forthwith to the trial; 
and the derviſe, unwilling to baulk his incl 


nation, ſer out with him upon his journey by 
moon - light. The ſun had not * gilded the 


hemiſ phere, 


and penny forwards with a look of confidence 


Bo OR ENT AL T ALES.. *. 
hemiſphere, when they arrived at the Fogel 5 
the mountain. The aſcent, though ſteep, was 
not of itſelf very dangerous: the caſtle ap- = 
peared diſtin& to the eye; and a great num 
der of individuals were ſeen climbing towards 
it with the utmoſt eagerneſs and induſtry; but 
every minute was fatal to one or other of theſe 
adventurers, who were oppoſed and attacked 


by irregular bands of formidable ruffians, thee” | 


overſpread the greater part of the hill from 
top to bottom; having nothing elſe in view. | 


but the ruin of thoſe they encountered... As 


often as their weapons took effect, the unhap- "- 
py ſufferer- loſt his footing, and roll'd down 
with incredible velocity into à dark and diſmal 
gulph below, in which they ſunk, never to riſe | 
again. In order to defend Omrah from zhe- i 
aſſault of theſe hideous freebooters, the der- 


viſe caſed him in a coat of mail, ſo exquiſitely. 


tempered, that neither lane nor arrow. 
ſcimitar nor mace, could make the leaſt impreſ® . 
ſion upon its ſurface. At the ſame time, he, 1 
armed him with a two-edged- ſword, ſo ſharp... : 
and ſhining, that no mortal ſubſtance. 8 ; 


reſiſt: Its edge, and no B96; end! re its ſplen- 
dour. 8 35 (HY 


Nagy; 
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and alacrity. The firſt inſult he received, was 
from his former fellow-travellers,:the tall change 
ling and his lame tutor, who now occupied the 
lower part of the declivity. They exhibited 
no ſigns of recognition at fight of their old 
eee but ran towards him with hoſtile 
intent. | 
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intent. The tutor ſtriking at nim with his 
ſcimitar, miſſed his aim, and the weapon de- 


ſcended upon his own toe, which it ſevered 


from the joint. The junior brandiſhed his pole 
to as little purpoſe ; for it ſwung harmleſs over 
the head of Omrah, who neyertheleſs found 
himſelf not a little diſconcerted by the ſonnd of 


the curſed rattle, which had once been to him 


ſo productive of miſchief and misfortune. Ha- 


ving ſafely paſſed theſe aſſociates, he was next 
encountered by à figure of a hide us aſpect, 
meagre, wan, and yellow, with a ſquinting 


bloodſhot-eye,- and deep indented frown, be- 
tokening a gloomy mixture of doubt, anxiety, 
and rage but ill ſuppreſſed. His left hand 
held a halter, and his right was laid upon the 


pummel of his ſword, while he advanced in a 
menacing poſture, attended by an aſſaſſin with 


a dagger and dark lantern, and a maniac in 
his paroxyſm of frenzy, clanking his chains, 
and gnaſhing his teeth. Their appearance was 
very dreadful, but their threats they did not 


endeavour to execute: the foremoſt of the 


three ſtopped ſhort 'at a ſmall diſtance from 
Omrah, and waving with his hand to reſtrain 
his followers. .contented himſelf with eyeing 
the youth carne Hy as he paſſed: "The third 

group was headed by an old hoary hag, naked 


to the middle: her ſkin was tawny, looſe, and 


wrinkled : her check - bones projected outwards, 


and helped to form an hollow pit for her eyes, 
which were ſcarce viſible: her mouth extended 


ſharp a as needles, and theſe ſhe always diſcloſed 
like 


from ear to ear, was furniſhed with teeth as 


— 


— 
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like a dog at ſuarls. Her ſcalding tears had 
fretted deep channels on her face, which was 


a lively expreſſion of rancour and anguiſh. 


Her bloated dugs, that hung down to her waiſt, 


were ſore and cankered, yielding, inſtead of 4 | I 


milk, a conſtant diſtillation af-poiſon, which. 
tortured her ſo - ſeverely, that ſhe ſhrieked a- 
loud at every drop that fell from the nipple. 


This was carefully collected by ſome of her at- 
tendants in two earthen cups, in which they 
dipped the arrows they ſhot at her command. 


In her hands ſhe held two living ſnakes, that 
twined around her arms, and ſeemed to exaſpe - 


rate her torments with the moſt hideous hiſſing. 
Her troop conſiſted of a motley crew, as dif- 


ferent in their garb, as various in their occu- 


pations. One tainted the air, by diffuſing his 


envenomed breath in whiſpers, ſhaking the 
head, ſhrugging the ſhoulders, pointing with 
the finger, and practiſing a thouſand anti ge- 


ſticulations. Another, with inflated cheeks, and 


hoarſe diſcordant voice, poured forih a torrent 
of obloquy, and from a baſket flung before 
him, pelted our youth with balls of filth and 
ordure. A third ruſhed forward in the gath 


of a juggler; with a grinning maſk upon his 
| face, an oſtrich feather in his right hand, and 


in his left, a pair of aſſes ears, which he en- 
deavoured to fix upon the head of Omrah. 


He ſeemed to have no language of his own, 


but counterfeited à vaſt variety of ſounds, pe- 
culiar to different animals. He męwed like a 


cat, roared like a lion, lowed like a damel, and 
. Uke a dog; as he e, no WW | 
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0 naturally, as that of braying like an aſs. 
He laughed, and whimpered, ſcolded and ſung, 
danced like a marabour, and halted like a erip- 
ple. He practiſed a thoufand ludicrous po- 
ſures, and attempted to tickle the throat of 
Omrah with his feather; but the youth; with 
his ſword in the ſcabbard, kept Jas ſtil at a 
diſtance. He had much more to apprehend 
from the archers of this infernal band, who 
ſtood behind their fellows; and plied him with 
their poiſoned arrows, from every quarter. 
Nothing could have ſaved him from the points 
of theſe miſſils, but the mail he had received 
from the derviſe; in conſequence of which, he 
perſevered in his aſcent. The laſt antagoniſt N 
that took the field againſt him, appeared in the 
habit of an Iman, huge in ſtature, grave, ſleeæk, 
and ſolemn, with a fixed unmeaning eye, and 
an air of ſupercilious contempt. A large owl 
perched on each ſhoulder; and he graſped with 
both hands a leaden mace, which he raiſed a- 
gainſt our adventurer, while the two birds of 
Athens flapped their wings, and ſcreeched with 
Horrid utterance. Omrah was diſcompoſed at - 
ſight of this gigantic adverſary, ſtalking to 
wards him with uplifted arm; and deliberated 5 
With himſelf, whether he ſhould remain on the 
defenſive, or prepare for battle. He had not 
yet determined, when his enemy, directing a 
blow with all his force, the youth nimbly ſlip- 
ped aſide, and the momentum of the ſtroke 
brought the unwieldy Iman to the ground. 
The chill being ſteep in this place, he rolled 1 
__ ten -paces, - e, * was ſtopped by a 
81 kind 1 
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kind of natural terrace, where he lay in a diſ- 
graceful attitude, with his poſteri. oled 
to the detiſion of all paſſengers. Oak had 
now paſſed unhurt 1 all hoſtilities, and 
aſcended to the ſummit of the hill, when he 
perceived the caſtle ſurrounded with a wall of 
ice; the cold emanations of which, began to 
Pierce him to the marrow. Caſtiug his eyes 
around, he beheld the ground ſtrewed with the 
bodies of thoſe, who, after having ſurmounted 
all the other dangers and difficulties of the hill, 

had been frozen by the influence of this iey 
mound; and, in order to avoid the ſame fate, 
he haſted to his laſt reſource. He already be- 
gan to feel his blood creeping flow, and his 
teeth chattered in his head, before he could 
unſheath the enchanted ſword of merit: but 
this no ſooner gleamed upon the battlements, 
than they melted like ſnow beneath the noon- 
day ſun, and he entered in triumph through. 
the breach it had made. Within the court, he 
beheld Hazimah on his throne, and the luſtre 
of the ſword having. flaſhed in the eyes of that 
miniſter, he beckoned Omrah towards Hi with 
a gracious. ſmile. - “ Son,“ ſaid he, “you 
have glorioully paſſed. your — — and 
* now. it is my duty to reward your virtue.“ 

So ſaying, he ſeated him at his right hand; and 
the place of his chief ſecretary being vacant, 
he, was forthwith inveſted wih Wat: . 


nd 


ſelf im . "wi Fer of chat 1 emperor. 
"Formne: had now recompenſed him for all his. 
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ſufferings; but it was not in ber power to in- 


toxicate his fancy, or in the leaſt impair the 
| virtues of his heart, which ſeemed to increaſe 


in proportion to the means he had of exerciſing 
them. Wealth flowed in upon him fro every 


quarter; and this he again diſcharged in a thou - 
fand different channels, planned by his ſagaci- 


ty, and filled by his bene volence.— Paſſing one 
night through a bazar, near the gate El-Ma- 
 azan, he perceived a number of {laves, chain- 


ed together, ſtanding for ſale, and among the 


reſt, a tall female, covered with a veil, Which 
he lifted up, in order to gratify his curioſity. 


But, what were the emotions of his heart, when 


he beheld the features of his adorable Fatima! 
He was ſtruck dumb with a tranſport of joy- 
ful ſurpriſe, while the ſame paſſions operated 
in her tender boſom, with nearly the ſame ef- 


fect. Have I then found thee,” cried he, 
« thou ineſtimable jewel of my heart? now 


e ſhall my happineſs be pure without alloy.“ 
At this addreſs, her eyes lightened with os 
ſure, while ſhe pronounced theſe words: * Al- 


< Jah be praiſed, that I once more behold thee; 


„ unchanged in ſentiment and affection Fhave 
£< never ſmiled ſince our laſt parting, but ſigh- 
ed inceflantly, and made continual excurſions 
in hopes of ſeeing thee again. Providence 


C 


* 


has bleſſed my endeavours. I and theſe my 
% attendants were yeſterday ſurrounded and ta- 


ken by a body of the Caliph's Gingulile, 


* who have brought us hither for ſale; and 


„Allah, no doubt, ſent thee hither for our 
relief. „ Omrah nne paid the purchaſe 
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for Fatima, and her companions, and Wende 
ed them in perſon to his on houſe, where his 
miſtreſs was treated with all the delicacy of the 
moſt reſpectful love. As their hearts were mu- 
tually 'warmed with the molt tender affeQion, 
he reſolved to be joined to her by the folemn _ 
nuptial yow ; and communicated his defign to 
his patron Hazimah, who expreſſed a deßre of 


ſeeing this amiable captive. The requeſt was 


not a together ſuitable to the Moſlem ſts: > 
nevertheleſs, it was granted by Omrah, in con- 


fideration of Hazimah's age and character. Af- 


ter ſupper, Fatima made her appearance; and 
the old treaſurer was confounded at her beau- 
ty. She was gorgeouſly arrayed for the occa- 
ſion; and, among other -ornaments, wore on 
her right arm a remarkable bracelet,” decked 
with the precious ſtones called turquoiſes. Ha- 
zimah, having eyed this jewel, and the wearer 
by turns, with the moſt eager attention, ſud- 
denly ſtarted up, the tears running over his 
inowy beard, and exclaimed, in rhe utmoſt agi- 
ration, “ Holy Prophet! is not this Abbaſſah, 
« the darling child of my old age, who was 
« ſtolen by a party of Curdes in her infancy, 
ce from my ſummer reſidence in the neighbour: 


„ hood of Caruſara? Look, if that braceler 


* contains a portion of hair, with the cypher 
« of her mother, the fair Fadlrouah ?” Ar 
this- exclamation, Omrah ſtood motionleſs, fix- 
ed in amazement and expectation: but Fatima, 
fluſhed with ſtrong emotion, inſtantly unbound 


the bracelet, and preſented it on her knee to 
the treaſurer, Who, having recognized the ey- 
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pher, claſped her i in his arms, and cried, © She 
c js—ſhe is my long loſt Abbaſſah.“ With the' 


- ſtreams that bedewed his face, ſhe mingled the 


tears of joy. and filial affection; even while her 
heart was too big for utterance. .Omrah did not 
ſee this ſcene unmoved. His joy was daſhed 
with apprehenſion, and he kneeled in anxious 
ſuſpenſe before the knees of Hazimah ; who, 


- now recollecting himſelf, took his daughter by 


the hand, and delivered it to her enraptured lover. 


He received her as the beſt gift of Providence, 


and kiſſed, in acknowledgment, the hem of Ha- 


zimah's garment. . The day was appointed for 
their ſpouſals, which were ſolemnized with 


great magnificence ; and Omrah lived to be 


diſtinguiſhed. * the SOT of the & HAPPY 


rem. 


The Hiſtory of AnvatLAn, the Son Asen. 


3 BDALL AH. the be er 1 was 
1 born in the fertile plains of Arabia Fe- 
Iix, not far from that city where lies interred God's 
holy Prophet, whoſe tomb all holy Muſſulmen 
think themſelves. obliged to viſit at leaſt once 
in their lives. Aboan had all his life ſtrictly 
adhered to. the, precepts of the Khoran: the 


ſparkling of that intoxicating. liquor that fills 


with fumes the heads of the debauched. inha- 
bitants of the Weſt, could never tempt him ta 


viqlate the law. He walked all his days in up- 


rightneſs ; and when he was called on by the 
angel of death, obeyed with reſignation, and 


e 
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| fe his ſon Abdallah poſſeſſed of immenſe. 
riches, which the Father of the faithful had 6 


beſtowed. upon him in derampence of his Vir- 
tue and integrity. 


Abdallah, at the 1 of his: father, was 


but three and twenty years of age; his conſti- 
tution was florid and vigorous, and all his paſ- 


ſions ſtrong and ungovernable. Seeing him- 
ſelf poſſeſſed of ſo much wealth, he was fluſh - 
ed with an overweening joy, and immediately 
reſolved to repair to Bagdad, . the centre of 
magnificence and pleaſure, where only he could 
hope for enjoyments adequate to his deſires. 
Thus determined, he ſet out with the caravan, 


- 


and ſoon arrived at the end of his Journey. 
Being arrived at Bagdad, in the cool: of the 


evening, he took a ſhort repaſt of fruit; and 
then retiring into a garden, where flowers 
of the gayeſt hues conſpired to delight the eye, 
he ſat down in an arbour, and, underneath an 
embowering myrtle ſhade, began to meditate 
what plan of life he ſhould purſue, in order 
to avail himſelf of his wealth. After he had 
continued a few moments wrapt in eontempla- 
tion, a youth appeared to him, whoſe figure 
excited his wonder; nothing could equal the 


luſtre of his eyes, which rolled with the ut- 


moſt volubility, and were never a moment fix- 
ed upon the ſame object. On his head he wore 
a fort of diadem, and over it plumes of fea- 
thers of a variety of colours. The garment 
he wore was party- coloured, and ſparkled 


With diamonds; and in his hand he neld a z ſort 
of * Blas, by one end of which all 


agrecable | 
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agreeable objects, ſuch as the joys of love, the 2 
pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe, feſtiviry, health, Ml .. 
magnificence,, c. were brought nigh the be- 
holder: and every thing that could exciie MW 
grief or uneaſineſs, ſuch as want, ſickneſs, and 
death, appeared at a great diſtance, by apply- 
ing the other end to the eye. Abdallah,“ 
faid this youth, addreſſing himſelf to our 
traveller, I am a genie; and from my aſſiſ- 
& tance and protection mortals derive their 
« chief felicity. My name is Hope; ſuffer 
«© yourſelt to be guided by me, and 1 will lead 
„ you from goal to goal, in a conſtant career 
& of diverſiſied pleafure.” 

Abdallah, whoſe ſanguine temper conſpired 
With chat of che genie, without heſitation accept- 
ed the offer, and was from that time direct- 
ed in every thing by his ſuggeſtions. So well 
did the genie acquit himſelf, that Abdallah 
was only embarraſſed with the choice of his 
pleaſures. His tables were loaded with all the 
. delicacies that Aſiatic luxury could afford; the 
fineſt women of the Eaſt were ſubſervient to 
his pleaſures ; his evenings were paſled in va- 
rious amuſements ; the ſprightly dance, form- 
ed by the moſt beautiful damſels of Bagdad, 
and youths of the greateſt activity and elegance 
of ſhape, exhilarated his ſpirits; and the har- 
mony of ſoft muſic Julled him to repoſe. Ab- 
dallah, thus living in a round of pleaſures, ſoon 
found, that happineſs and pleaſure are diſtinct. 
His magnificent halls, whoſe roofs were of 
fretted gold, and where the {kill of the work-" 
man eminently diſplayed itſelf on every fide, 

were 
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were often invaded by a monſter of a haggard 
mien, who ſeemed u burden to herfelf, and 
communicated her Regen to | very: body ſhe 
adProbedbd/l g 2101” © 
* !Phis mentete was ef a allow: hue; add Wave. 
a ſort of veil to conceal her 'deformity. Her 
intruſions were frequent; and the very methods 
taken by Abdallah to prevent her from trou- 
bling him, made her repeat her i importunity, 
and torment him with reiterated murmurs. 
The name of this monſter was Satiety: her 
chief delight was to intrude upon the great 
and opulent; and, by her baleful preſence, 
poiſon all their joys. The frequency of hier 
viſits ſoon rendere Abdallah's life infupport 
able to him. Hd began to grow weary. of his 
exiſtence; and at laſt meditated about laying 
violent hands upon himſelf. In a tranſport of 
deſpair, he drew a poniard, and would have 
plunged it into his breaſt; when he found his 
arm held by a perſonage of a jovial counte- 
nance, who addreſſed him in theſe terms: 
52 Abdallah, the abſurdity of your deſign is e- 
ce qual to its raſhneſs: let wretches that 
„ groan beneath all the oppreſſions of © life, 
« throw away that which is a burthen to them; 
e but you that are poſſeſſec of Wealth, that | 
ce great ſource of every gratifcation, ſhould 
« endeavour to avail yourſelf of it! If 12 — 
4 efforts hitherto have been unſucceſsful, tis 
« becauſe you have not had recourſe to thi 
+ ſure means of attaining true felicity. Man, 
c who knows himſelf a prey to death, is by 
#1; nature os ro deſpondence and anxiety: 
2 6 di 
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tis wine alone that can diſpel his cares, and 
„ make him taſte. 0: earth egen of para- 
1 diſe.“ W e eig ING i igt 
Abdallah, 80 wh breaſt the ſceds- of a 
virtuous: education! were not yet tota y . baniſh- 


ed, at firſt diſcovered ſome protects to fol- 
low. this. advice _ alledging, in Fade of. his 


| bid, by the e of- ihe. Kone, But the 
genie, whoſe name was Ebriety, artfully inſi- 
nuated, that the poor alone were bound to the 
obſervance. of that law, as they could not o- 
| therwiſe, fulfil their taſk of daily drudgery; 
but that the rich and opulent were privileged 
to violate it. Theſe artful ſuggeſtions ſtagger- « 
ed the reſolution of Abdallah; whereupon the Ta 
genie ſtriking the ground with a wand, en- a 
'twined with vine- leaves, which he held in his 8 
hand, a table roſe up, upon which there ſtood Wl © 
MF! golden goblet, crowned with a wreath, of c 
| flowers ; ; and over its brim ſparkled the rich- n 
eſt wine which Anatolia's fertile plains pro- : 
duce.. Abdallah drank large draughts of the in- 
toxicating liquor; and finding his heart <lated 
with joys, unknown before, he from that time 
gave himſelf up to his new director. He ſoon 
became profuſe beyond meaſure ; and his deli- 
rium of joy continuing, plunged every day into 
new expences, and entirely neglected all care 
and economy. His mind was, however, from 
time to time, overcaſt with a gloomineſs which 
he could not account for: but how great was 
bis ſurpriſe and affliction, when he received in- 
Ormation. from his ſteward, a tak, of all his im- 
5 : menſe 
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menſe wealth; there ſcarce' remained flbe W 
dred pieces! Thunderſtruck With this intelli- 


gence, he walked in the utmoſt dejection to 4 


neighbouring wood, where, after having ram-' 
bled a conſiderable time; in the greateſt 1 inquie- 
tude conceivable, he threw himſelf down up- 
on the graſs; and being quite haraſſed with 
laſſitude and grief, fell into a profound lleep. 
As ſoon as he awoke, he ſaw before him an 
old man, whoſe appearance was rather forbid- 
ding, than venerable. His face was long, mea- 
gre, and wrinkled; his noſe ſharp, and his hol- 
low piercing eyes ſeemed ſtrangers to repoſe. 
« My ſon,” ſaid he to Abdallah, I am high- 
« ]y concerned that your youth ſhould have 


Imp been twice impoſed upon by fraudulent ge- 


o 


A 


nii. The former aſſumed the name of Hope,' 
« but his real name is Preſumption ; the latter 
paſſed upon you for Fe/ttvity, but Ebriety is 
« his true appellation. * My name is Prudence; 
« when I dwell with mortals they are ſecure 
from every fort of danger. Do but follow © 
„my directions, I will teach you to avail your- - 
* ſelf in ſuch a manner of the ſmall ſum you 
“have left, that you will have no occaſion to 
„regret the wealth you have „ 
Men in deſpair are glad to accept of any a. 
ſiſtance. Abdallah, after making many ac- 7 
knowledgments to the ſage for this kind offer, _ 
according to his advice, turned merchant ; and, | 
by indefatigable induſtry, to which he Was 
ſpurred on by the old man, in a few 1 
raiſed a ſum upon which he might have lived, 
if not in his former 3 yet with a tran- 
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quillity far more deſirable. But 
remitted any thing of his Ailigence, the — 
man did not fail to load him with the bittereſt 
reproaches; and, letting before. his eyes all the 
horrors of poverty, terrified him with appre- 
henſions of being NN reduced to his former 
indigencę. Alarmed by theſe, tears, Abdallah 
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and thavgh: * dreaded chai amporkunitieg of his 5 
director, he every day repaired to him for ad- 
VICE; - Finding, however, that his anxiety in- 
creaſed with his wealth, he at laſt concluded 
that there was no happineſs to be found on 
earth; and one evening as he was walking in 
his garden, burſt into this impious exclama- 
tion: Oh! nature, thou haſt made us for 
c thy ſport; thou ſurely muſt delight in hu- 
% man miſery, ſince man in every ſtate is 
« doomed to be unhappy.” All on a; ſudden 
the, winds were : huſhed, the feathered choir 
was ſilent, and a voice was heard, which ut- | 
tered words like theſe: Oh mortal, arraign 
„ not the diſpenſations of providence. All 
« thy misfortunes ſpring from thyſelf alone; 
« thou haſt liſtened to the ſuggeſtions of — 
evil genius, becauſe each evil genius found 
« in thy boſom ſome inordinate paſſion to 
« plead its cauſe. Thou haſt by turns been 
c enſlaved to preſumption, ebriety, and ava- 
“rice. All thy misfortunes proceed from hav- 
ec ing formed a falſe idea of happineſs; thou 
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„ haſt ſought it in wealth, and the enjoyments 
te af ſenſe, which are. not indeed incompa -: 
5 4 uk tible 


©. TY 


— 


ws i by 


As 


J ikL.-y 3. ww 


« — ente el ts der, and — 
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in perfect reſignation. to the will 'of 
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for Far from Welpen f. of N Wage 
eus, In tliofe-flowery plains upon Which 


nature has laviſhly: poured her "mott u 
gifts, dwelt Tadrah, who ah peafair, 
in happineſs ſurpaffed princes and” Emperors. 
By the labour of his hands?" "He" Erbe 155 
bread; and the ſume toi by which! he ptocur- 


ed a ſubſiſtence; rung his nerves, and gare : 


him a'robuſt and healthy conſtitation; for the 
want of which, the rich and < aſent Tanbuith a- 
midſt all the 'gratifications! e Joxury: i 
life of Vaarab Wäs 'Eomplea oy Aötckfch⸗ 
ſtanding his poverty. "Hey 20 Pole ten r the 
greateſt blifs the ſong 1 nen 
which the may partake of, ax welt as de 
rich. He — und was beloye by: Fatima: 


the ſheperdeſs whole beauty coul u be ore | 


paled 5 by the Far elt Circaſlian in the | 
the Prince uf the faithful. m_ lily. combine 
ed with the roſe to form Her 


hair was blacker than the plumes of the raven 
and the luſtre of her eye ſurpaſſed that, of the 
brighteſt gem of Golconda. She' Jett à fa⸗ 

rourable ear to the ruſtic addreffes 6 aalab, 
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whoſe . b ruſtie 


life ee nh in ee and to 
cabin, © no anxious cares, no 

gloomy inquietudes approached. One day, as 

a a ee in tilling the ground, his 
- againlt a. ſtone, which having 


With hey difficulty removed, he perceived fe- 


veral narrow ſtone {teps ; which his curioſity, 


_ a paſſion as powerful in the uninſtrudted pea- 


fant, as in the learned and knowing, tempted 
him to deſcend. After having paſſed ſeveral 
turnings and. windings, he entered a vault, at 


the lower end of which a lamp obſcurely * ö 


mered. He approached, though with ſome 
terror; and underneath, the lamp perceived a 


tomb of marble, upon which he read the fol · | 
lowing inſcription. 


+. 1 
98 
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„What Naour, during him lifa; held molt 
e dear, could not be ſeparated from. him e- 
« yen. by, death: if any audacious mortal 
«, ſhould. ever take it hence, may the angel ob 
6 darkneſs turn it to his deſtruction.” 
Though Vaarab was ſomewhat intimidated, 
his curiofity got the better of his fear; and 
| having, with. much difficulty, opened the tomb, 
he perceived in jt the body of a man, almoſt; 
reduced to o aſhes; and in one corner, a cheſt 
of ebony, which having opened, he found that 
it was filled with pieces of gold, at the ſight 
of which treaſure, he felt an inexpreſſible joy. 
He ſeized, it with eagerneſs, and, reaſcending, 
placed the ſtone in its former poſition, and co- 


vered it over with earth. The treaſure he im- 
mediately with care cöncealed in his cabin, nor 


We the diſ 


overy even to his beloved 
Fatima. 


op - 


HOW 


teration; 2 7 he: felt himſelf. EY: 


4 
Ms 


7 In TATE 141 K. 
Fate, His natt 61 ; 4 Ain der 


went A Bt 


itated by alternate 
hopes and fears; and how to diſpoſe of his 
W to advantage, fo engroſſed lis e | 


that his former cheerfulneſs of temper oon 45 


bandoned him. His once loved Fatima he 
ſnunned: his days were paſſetl in anxious foli- 
citude, and his nights were ſleepleſs; or, if his 
eyes / were ſometimes cloſed in tranſient flum- 
ber, his repoſe was diſturbed by various phan- 


toms, Whoſe malignant ſuggeſtions helped to 


increaſe the diſtraction of his mind, and add 
to his weight of care. Luxury, with ſeducing 


mien and inſinuating ſpeech, earneſtly exhort- 


ed him to enjoy the preſent Hour,” and plunge 
deep in all the pleaſures which riches can be- 
ſtow. When his foul ſeemed inclined to ad- 
mit delight, when he began to give ear to theſe 
flattering inſinuations, the phantom alt on a ſud- 
den diſappeared, and gave place to a hideous. 
figure, whoſe ſqualid appearance, and wrinkled 
afpect, as well as the maxims which it incul- 
cated, ſufficiently diſcovered to be Avarice. This 

monſter often filled his mind with groundleſs 
fears: ſometimes ſuggeſting, by, a dream, that 
thieves had broke into his cabin, and ſeized 

upon his treaſure; whereupon the wretched 

Yaarab often wakedi in horrors, and ran to ſe- 
cure it: ſometimes inſinuating, that it might 
be very. probably. diſcovered by ſome prying 

eye, Which put Yaarab: every upon new 
expedients to hide it. Amongſt the other. 
monſters that invaded the ee of the once 
happy peaſant, Ambition was not idle. Ambi- 
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1 8 Aero 
tion has often found. acceſs to. e cottages. 
Tultics ;, and 2 5 fo: fair . 
gain e 's he: . re olved not to ne: 
geek els 4888 anon ue ny, reproach 
m WW «bus e before him a 
variety of, plans to raiſe hi Natel ta dignity and 
honours... Yaarab, i in conſequence; of theſe res 
preſentations of, Ambition, was ſometimes ela- 
ted with preſum n hope; he, in imagina» 
tion, faw himſelf at the head of armies, or 
admitted to the council of princes: but ſoon 
meſe fanguine hopes gave way to doubt and 
{cruple. He diſtruſted his own abilities, and, 
With reaſon, apprehended that his aſpiring a 
would end in his deſtruction. Twas then that 
Avarice ſeized the opportunity to tell him, that 
in the purſuits of ambition, he would only con- 
ſume his wealth ; whereas, by liſtening to the 
prudent advice of; him, Who had nothing but 
his, xeal intereſt in view, e might hope to in- 
ereaſe the, riches he, had found, * <a 
tion of accumulated, 8 8 
After many conflicts, Vaarab at 
to the ſuggeltions of Na ition, and repaired 
75 his. 80 old to Damaſcus, where he for a 
long time lived i 12 gↄbſcurity, not knowing how 
| to avail, himſelf of, the treaſure Which had fal- 
len into hin hands, He 6 ſometimes regreted the 
1085 of his dear l 0 ill, an overween 
ing hope prevented him from Dk Oy 8 the 
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delightful Plains, .“ where 9 aſſed fo, -many | 
| happy days in her company. 13 eveni 0g 2s 4 
4 he. walked. 12 851 . . in one ofnihe 
bs 3.2 44 ; by 
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| of ORIENTAL Babs * 


by ea veherable oll mans. whoſe: fuer earl. 
ded dignity to a couatknanee in the lineam ent? 
of Which, wiſdem and experience appeared, 
ynited with humanity and goodneſs of heart. 
The ſage, after à ſhort conyerſation with: Naa- 
rab, ſpoke to him n follews:;- M foo; 1 
« know. you have merit; but merit may leng 
ce lie coneealed, if tbe. pekibr aß f it is nt en- 


+ the eyes. of other men: take therefore this 
ring, tis endued with à virtne which will 
„ make, your latent qualifications! viſible, and 
905 repair o court, Where vou will in à ſhore 
« time meet with that preferment, which wealth. 
« alone could never have procured w n 
Taarab made many acknowledgments: to the 
figs, Who departed, telling him, he would vi- 
fit. him again, Mhenever he had eccaſton for his 
aſſiſtance. The ſhepherd with this ring, re- 
paited to thercaurt of the ſultan! of Damaſcus, 
where he was immediately taken notice of Bx 
the grand Virier, and was employed for 2 con- 
ſiderable timei in a place of truſt, the duties of 


which, he:diſcharged intirely to his ſatisfaction 


He vas I ſoon: admitted toi the preſence of the 
fultan hiniſelf, Who, having aſked him ſeveral 
queſtiona; perceived by his anſwers, that he 
was peſſeſſect of an ungommon degree ef ge- 
nius : and penetration. The vizier Naerdan died 


in a ſhort time after 3 auch the ſultan, who had: 


conceived: a very high opinion of the abilities 
of Vaarab, e chat important place up- 
on him, aud everyday e him ne marks: 
f favour and GS Thus did- NED 
ws $6451 a 1 E 3 5 * | 
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 findihimſclf ſucceſsful beyond his moſt ſanguine 
nopes : his ambition and avarice were gratified 
to the utmoſt; but ſtill chere remained. à cra· 
ving void in his breaſt. He now found, by ex- 
perlence, that there is a paſſion ſtronger than 
eicher ambition or ayarice.':. Fatima-reſumied 
her place in his heart, and her abſence render 
eck his grandeur and opulence, taſtelefs and in: 
| pid He therefore reſolved to go in queſt of 
Her; and, Having obtained leave of the ſultan, 
let out for the ha plains, where he had with 
her enjoyed a bl bh for the loſs of which his 
power and elevation could nov eompenſate: 
Fatima, who, ever ſince his departure, had 
Janguiſhed: with ſorrow; Was orerjoyed at ſees 
ing him, and readily. conſented toigo with him 
to Damaſcus, where ſlie eclipſed-rhie ils 
Hant beauties of the court. Yaaraby however; 
thought it below his digniryitommarry her, aud 
therefore, did his utmoſt to perſuade her to liva 
with him as à miſtreſs a Propoſal which ſne 
would never give ear to. Taarab; unable to 
reconcile his paſſion with his vanity, again be- 
came miſerable, and lived for a long! time in 
a conſtant: conflict between pride and inelina! 
tion. Hereupon- the ſage Poulouldia, frum 
whom ke had received che ring; came to his 
aſſiſtance; and addreſſed him as follows? VAaa- 
rab, let not a vicious pride prevent thee 
from mdulging a virtuoas love. H you yield 
* to its. dictates, you will ſoon repent of y ; 
<: folly. Alk inordinate paſſions puniſh them- 
& (elves: you have experieſſoed: this already, 
"Gp Fond, your r Ss ac Kill: farther. oon 
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% Vaarab, that Naour was your father: ſueli 
« as his ſordid avarice, that he formed a re- 
ſolution to be buried with his treaſure that 
66 he might never be: ſeparated from it j but 


proyidence has counteratted. his baſenefs: 


4 he gave yon tobe Educa 
c ed aby 3 the neighhpurbhood-f 
_ + Damaſcus, deſiring him to bring you Wp/as | 


e his ſon, that yon might not inherit that 


c wealth Which is held) dearer than "all the 


« world beſides.) : -The: thedfure-yon have po- 
ee ſefled yourſelf of. arid: by my aſſiſtance have 
20 9 > Diemen and power.: Jour 1 

* offeſion of: Favima-!> Do--novirefuſer dhe 


$6, oo BO -which-offers itſelf. This remonſtrance 


of the ſage, H had ſuch am effect upon Yaarab; 
that her; married i his beloved Fatima; withbue 
any fartherydelay ;; and in his union with her; 


| Sand all that ſatisfaction Which he had hoped | 


for in bein fan e favour, veſts elevations 


0" 90. $5507: Þ Th 5 I 
T? HE be Allaf poſſeſſed” no/ inconſi- 

derable ſtation in à court; famous for 
its opolesss and grandeur throughout the 
world: the benevolence” of his foul had ren- 
dered him the beloved ef 4 large cirele of 


friends ; his unſpotted lie enabled him to cha. 


lenge the arraignments ef Enn 
He had, notwithſtanding, met oleh miſs 


: fartunes : he had drank of the cup of affliction, 
which. 
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55 henos he 
i to the imatiou of mankind; 1 b abi kfe ] 
a character which did Honour to an intelligent i 
being, [he was nom about toi paſs into another 
i — — of exiſtence;1-where aldne: n rener . 
enuld beccapabhle of ddrger': Expanſion, i: 
his ſoul impfhgentolla greater -xbſcmbldnde of 1 
N hg gand 07 mid gata et: 
An thoſtiiſalemm moments; When the fountk 
hinſtif approaching the 4wfully-pleaſmg'verge: 
of} eternity he calleditorbim on 5t chearfuk 
wt h his kids ſons chuck faidy t bait 72. 
%, Lhave feeng myrchildrent he! app oaches 
of death harr mplated theme with 
«| equamimity : cloud vf euer cpn⸗ 

n ſciquſneſs Harkkne chm rope; ivhidlilexs 
& tendeth far beyond 
<4: hbitation uf the /tumb. IW ircans- 

e quilliry Icenjoy;(lant this ſolenmbant! intereſt⸗ 
«ing! periody qualiſieth ins to tue ny leave: 
«of; yoo, m fans, wit fac advice a8 J e 
& neceſſary to give you. A 
« You will ſoon be pare; de Teur mos: 
« ther hath alteatly quit d Hur world of viciſ- 
„ fitude : This was a melancholy {an eee 
eto mie your: füther: but he hath deaſęd 
* not tobe the aſſiduous, the chearful friend; 
cc. nor the leſs, for his affliction, hath he ful 
„ filled the part aſſigned him by the Deity 
&, You, my ſons; webe the children; bf oub 
love, — ſxcet pledges of our affection : 
<« you have engagei dur anxious concern, from 
. TN The dayd eur. 


40 i: >» 45 &2 * Is 
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« whey it will ſtand you in ſtead to be. n- 
« cerned.- fon-yourſelyes.: Exert your powers, 
6 therefore, like went alte my chldren. 4S 
60. truſting in an unf vide Arc 
4 not the. E >, a Who. Henley: you! K f 


„by repining at his diſpenſations3 ni 


« fluenced by that true fortitude, Which is 
« the. reſuk, of wiſdom, thus behave, 38 re- 


« lying on more durable ſupports chan diſſoſublo 


« earthly; cunnex lions. Remember, that the e- 
« ternal Father of being, is hound by his na- 


« ture, which knows no variation, to illumi- 


« nate and preſerve his dependent creaiut ur 
ec to the very uttermoſt of their want 


„Here a tea of gratitude, —— poi 
cheeky and he proceeded: I FI. 


„But there are wants; . 65, the fun 
66 my children! chere are inducements | 
„ under the ſun, Which have been e- 
* nough to lead men from that recognition o 


the Deity,} whichcis.neceflady to theſrgrage, 
ce and into diſregard of the i God of Weir s 


thers. From hat I have chſertad bi.iyous = 
« diſpoſuions, the crimes of perſidy, muligni : 
« ty, and: oruelty: will ſcareely propoſe them 
ſelves co yourrviews; nor will they find hare 
e bout in your imaginations: —theſe fill you 
< with abhorrence at the recital. Take: care 
then, leſt, under the characters af; good na 
< ture and hene volence, lux the, daten ſeeds 
ce of licentiouſneſs: theſe: will corrode your 
peace as a canker, and gradually alienate 
« you from your birth · right, as children of bur 
Tt 1 nn wills wing 
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order of lis creation · Fo be truly bene - 
64 volent, to be meritoriouſly generous, is to 
t be virtuous. A natural placabiliry, altho” 
* Jovely, conferreth ng perſonal merit, unim- 
<0 proved by virtue; by that virtue, which con- 
66. Eder as much in a churſe of laudable re- 
et ſtraints, as of noble actions. The relation 
you ſtand in to ſociety, may render your er- 
ee rors more pernicious to it, than thoſe! of the 
4 generality of maukind It will be an in- 
«: ufficient palliation, that you couſd diſcover 
no malignity in your deſigns, after having 
< injured yourſelves and ſociety by indiſcreti- | 
e on. Let the God of perfection be conti- 
4 nually before you: conſider his attributes, 
„ (of which you are not ignorant,) with reve- 
«rence; obey: his dictates, and you 11 chil- 
4 dren, ſhall be happy.” © 
- Glowing with the warmeſt and rendereſt ſens 
timents, and with the ardent enthuſiaſm of love 
and filial duty, the children of Alſaf heard him 
utter theſe wiſe inſtructions: their voices were 
choaked with the: ſwelling ſenſations; and they 
retired to give them vent in rivers of tears, 
and with wringing of hands; which expref⸗ , 
ſions of tenderneſs, were {till more augmented, 
when they were informed that their father's 
laſt breath immediately followed his laft words. 
Alas, the inſtability of human reſolutions! 
Alas, how tranſient human feelings and con- 
victions — The pleaſures of ſenſe are the only 
pleaſures which captivate for a continuance; 
and the pleaſures of ſentiment, religion, and 
W vauiſn from the mind like a dream. 
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| — The gay deluſions of the world, 
the wanton pleaſures of riot and diſſipation, 
the vain and pernicious ſweets of ena uality, 


2 


ſteal imperceptibly on the 


of OMENTAL ALRS. 5 oh 
Duty is forgotten, love annulled, ie vapo 


and obliterate 
the impreſſions of ſeriouſneſs rs in whe | 
hour of r ohh 
Thus it happened wh chin: young ona 
whoſe names were Amiel and Omefa. In their 
affliction, -they would have looked on the mi- 
nuteſt advance to levity and folly, as a flagiti- 
ous crime: but youth, health, and ſpirits, bound 
over all theſe lets and impediments in the eur - 
rent of pleaſure: and till ſuch adverſities ar- 
rive as threaten the demolition; of all we hold 
dear —adverſities which ſtrike at the root of 
our ſatisfactions, and totally diſarm us of every 


reſource but in the beneſicence of a ſupreme 


Being—all our remorſe is ineffectual, all our 


reflections unavailing, and every impreſſion of 
good but of ſhort duration. | 


Voſhti was to Alſaf an intimate and biber 
friend. Voſhti was unſullied in virtue, ſatur- 
nine in paſſion. Senſuality had never triumph- 


ed over his reſolution; and for impetuoſity, he 


knew it not. He had a ſeverely honeſt mind, 
but tinctured with auſterity. This man's rigid 
virtue, and other qualities, had recommended 
him to the higheſt place in the eſteem of the 
good Alſaf. 1 him therefore was committed 
the care of his childrens morals: but neither 
the auſtere nor the ſaturnine ſhould ever hold 
che reins of yautatul and | impornons ha © = 7 
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The name of the youngeſt ſon Was Amieſ: 
he had poignant feelings of - pleaſure and pain; 
was forgiving, and eafy 0 be perſaaded: he 
would entertain no ſuſpiciĩons to the difadvan- 
tage of his acquaintance.” At certain ſeaſons 
he was poſſeſſed of a jealous ſenſibility, whick 
made him think deſpicably of himſelf, and be- 
Leve'thar his Friends concurred with him in 
theſe ſentiments: he would often bluſſi at the 
imaginary ſuſpicions of thoſe about him; and, 
from à conſciouſneſs of defect, would frequem- 
I load himſelf with imputations wich he yy U 

| far from deferrmpy 5 „ nn | 
The name of che der: in Ongar be es 
- ſelled nearly the fame: qualities, but all to a 
more violent degree; and he added to them, 
a deep RING Pry Ares anner de- 
peratipn. 8 10 (43 oe 1895. 55 11015 
Such were Wei Aae wy Alle yu the. 
who were now the> wards of Voſhri. -: "Oinder: 
the happy tuition of the beſt of fathers, the 
had been bitlierto preſerved from pernicious | 
_ fallies!::—Bar-tos ſoon they diſcovered in their 
guardian a ſourneſs, and ſevere turn of 
thought, which had eſcaped the notice of their 

father; and they began to draw compariſons to 
the diſadvantage of Voſhti. He exacted upon 
them reſtraints, which generoſity could not 
bear, and ſanguine youth would break over. 
nonſtrances were ever big with gloomy 

and terrifying ideas. He perpetually declaimed 

upon the judgments and vengeance of an in- 
Mm Deny, and threatened . with theſe 

on 
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on every trivial treſpaſs : : on each 
placed the malignity of a crime. : 
He at length deprived himſelf: of: all ue 
conſequence. with his wards, and the looked 95 
up to him as to a tyrant, and trembl They 
grew pale at the frown which ſat on hiv | 
They ſhrunk: at the ſound of his name, and 
fled at his approach, hiding. ee e as in 
ners from an angel of wrath. 
Terror expels love, and, with the generous, D 
, more than oven truth. TO 
leave him, they knew was impracticable; 10 o- 
bey bim, was now beyond their power. They 
grew more and more unequat to the taſk of 
elf. gorern ment; and launched into extrava- 
gancies, which (although they were ſenſible 
no conſideration could warrant) they imagined 
were palliated by the moroſe diſpoſition of their” 
guardian. He, in the meantime; beheld with 
chagrine and diſturbance the inefficacy of his 
documents and admonitions. He had loved 
Alſaf, their father, and he grieved for the er - 
rors of his ſons Amiel and Omeſa. What 
he did, he knew was well intended: but un- 


wanne he * of 


happily, the intricacies of human nature, and BY 


its peculiar characters, had not been enough 
his ſtudy, to render him equal to the raſk he 
had undertaken. He was daily haraſſed by 
the buſy tale-bearers of the world, with freſh. 
exaggerated tidings of their indiſcretion. He 
repreſented them to themſelves as the moſt 
contemptible of beings. They began to re- 
flect: he ſaw it —and, to ſtrengthen their ſelf- 
5 eee (which he deemed the only foun- 


1 OK dation 
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py dation whereon their,recoy ry 7 could 1 vibe! bolt) 
he addreffed them thus 
* Are theſe the ſons ws Alaaf: 2. are theſe 
< the ſons of my friend; my great, my good, 
% my noble friend? Je diſhonours to your 
* birth! ye devoid: * all that is worthy in 
* human nature! O what a courſe of hudable 
* actions, what ſublime virtue might have 
« been expected from youths ſo nobly born, 
4 wilely and tenderly admoniſhed-! - But, a- 
c las! virtue hath been trampled under your 
& feet: ſhe hath been ſpurned from you — 
e ſupercilious diſdain: ſhe hath: groaned under 
< the oppreſſion of your enormities. Juſt Hea- 
c ven will avenge her cauſe: the wrath of the 
« Deity from above, and the univerſal contempt 
„ of mankind, await you. Deſtruction ſhall 
4 ο me upon yqu like a whirlwind: It hang - 
„ eth over you, like a hne, mduntain, tot | 
<< tering to its fall“ 
The youths, ks great infeliciey een 
in intenſe ſenſibilities, could no longer bear. 
theſe dreadful denunciations, which they heard 
and attended to as their definitive ſentence. 
They quitted Voſhti with precipitation; and, 
retiring to an adjacent grove, Omeſa with a 
countenance wherein every fibre was agitated, 
every muſcle contorted with excruciating de- 
ſpair, thus broke ſilence to his brother. 
„ And is it ſo, Amiel? are we thus on une 
e tible Ves, our ſituation is irremediable! 
our conſequence in the world is for ever 455 
« ſtroyed; therefore our ability of making it 
„ amends, is taken away. We have Aaprese 
as ourſelves into monſters ; ; and, inſtead of 
£ 6 ies 


? 


* 


* 
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cc kving to to the benefit, we live only:to wes; in- 


64 jury of mankind. Wei this peſts of ſocie- | 


« ty ? Let us no longer cumber the ground. 


This being ſpoken by Omeſa, the pride ok 


Med. 80 


Amic took the alarm. Hetexclaimed, .' 


My 
« dear brother, I underſtand thee! I am rea- 


te dy Omeſa drew a poniard; and refolute- 


Iy- buried it in his own breaſt. Amiel was 


chat inſtant about to follow his example, had 
not the good Zaraza- (Taraza had been an 


intimate of Alſaf, and knew as much of the 


preſent circumſtances of his ſons as had been 


ſuffered to tranſpire) had not the good. Zarazu, | 


by a. merciful interpoſition of -al-wife provi- 


dence, croſſed the grove. He caught the 


lifted poniard, and, with grief and aſtoniſh⸗ 
ment, burſt forth into this expoſtulation: 


„ 


O, ye children of Alſaf, what madneſs; 5 


« what horrible diſtraction hath poſſeſſed you! 7 


% Alas! you might have yet been great, good, 


& and happy!“ The ſound of his voice reach- 
ed the ears of the dying Omeſa: It kindled a 
hope that he himſelf was not exempted from a 0 
participation of infinite Beneficence; it inſpi- 


red him with zeal to warn his brother, and 
with calmneſs of wiſdom to deliver theſe dy- 


ing ſentences: O Amiel! induced by the 


e ſmoothneſs and beauteous luſtre of the 
66 ſlream of pleaſure, the verdure and gaiety 


« of its banks; the ſounds of mirth heard 
„from afar the harp, the timbrel, and the 
chanting voice; the fair damſels, who ſacri- 
fice at the altar of pleaſure, and who be- 
e tray with ſmiles and careſſes: faſcinated, 


1 Of Amiel, my brother! by theſe. falſe and 
; Te 0 . 


1 1 in 


5. 


ce 


dition: every obj 


and artfully diſguiſed rhe; 


enchanting blandiſhme 


ſeduction, and ehamdured 0 of iſfpagon, we 


undertook the voyage which promiſed ſuch 
à train of ſatisfaction. We at: firſt; ſailed 
eaſily and ſweetly d down the current of per- 


glittering hopes; every ſound. which invaded 


our ears, fanned the effeminate wiſh for joy. 


All who approached us aſſumed falſe Ramey; 


diſcovered this; but ade nfuumion 


and madneſs, ſwelling our ſails, we continu-+ 


ed our voyage, and grew ſtill: ſwifter and 
ſwifter in our progreſs: when, behold! a 

turbulent ſea appeared before us! it perk 
tened to ſwallow up our ſouls, and we were 
alarmed. We faintly ſtruggled to turn, 
and to item the tide of deſtruction. O ho-] 
dangerous is it ever to embark! O how 
| ſtrong the rapidity and reſiſtance of the im- 
petuous current! diſcouraged and enfeebled, 
the poor mean foon gives over his at- 


tempt to return! Behold, the ſæy blackened! 


the untameable winds daſhed the foaming 
deep over the mountainous rocks, and the 
waves have ſwallowed up thy brother! thy 


brother now firſt remembereth, with that 


weight and ſeriouſneſs due to it, the dying 
advice of our father. Thou wilt yet b 
to profit by thoſe excellent inſtructions! 


thou art ſaved out of the billows of deſpair! 
thou art reſcued from the tempeſtuous ſeas 


of paſſion! the inſpiration of my father's 
words now quieteth my ſoul. Thou, Amiel, 
never haſt been e. like me, in _ 
kf 85 ; % tolls. 


t we ſaw deluded us. Sick 
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“ toils of ſenſuality:— chou haſt been * com-- 
& panion, but not my equal in siee, Thon 
« art to live, and to be happy bat death 
« can only rid me gf my. intrieacies. O ſu- 
e preme father of mercies, ve "the cauſe! 
«. yet Voſhti was too ſevere.” F 
So ſaying, he drew the dagger from ont. he! 
reeking wound, and inſtantly: breathed forth 
his ſoul. Zaraza {till held thy hand of the raſh» | 
Amiel, who raved to follow: his Omeſa. Z. : 
raza quieted his ravings by. the yoice; of rea- 
ſon, of philoſophy,. and. of mercy :—he be- 
came calmer, and wept over his e in- 
rermixing theſe: <jaculations : % O Omeſa, thy 
«<. benignity. was great |. thy eneraſity uns 
t tainted!-thy. Auger unſullied? to theſe thou 
e haſt fallen a: victim ! Thou couldſt not bear 
« the: ſelf-imputation,. che ſevere felSimputa- 
« tion, of ingratitude and wickedneſs. Thow 
« haſt fallen — thou art dead! Do. deſerve, 
« or can I wiſh to ſyovive thee 2 Whar. i is-there- 
« in me, © Heaven . what are thy deſigns on: 
« me, O gracious providence !. that thou haſt 
2 uſly ſnatched me from the jaws: 
of death, and preſerved: me from my own: 
“ hands, from the raſh: purpoſes of my own: 
« heart MO: Zaraza, thinkeſt thou, canſt thou 
believe there can be any goed in: ſtore for 
„ Amiel? is he deſtined to peace and happi- 
« neſs in life or will this preſervation: prove 
but a. reſpite. from ruin? No; 1 will hope, 
ee and never ceaſe to hope. I Heb. 5 gentle 


Pay a * 1 . 9 ELSE 4 n 229 k a 


þ 1 of I 


1 


5 


* 


EE... Db Taras, 


85 influence of infinite compaſſion,” i b She | 


ix "0 = SI res über 6 on 
= - AT araita, With paternal tenderneſs and zeal, 
.  chetiſhed? theſe! arm” ſuggeſtions of hope i 
rhe breaſt of TONE To Zaraza the alflicted 
Voſhti reſigied' the gvrdianfiip of lis reinain- 
ing ward, urtering want on lee in on, 
nels of his ſoul 527975 > > ng 
* My auſterity bath anppemed my Waldes 
and my expectations: I find, to my coſt, that 
4 an education of terror is not the education 
dictated by wiſdom. May every parent; 
A every guardian of youth; dread this 
example; and hence beware, left, by multi- 
«plying commands, they render obedience 
* an inſupportable ſfavery; leſt, by terrifping 
* menaees, and the horrors df: ſuperſtition, they 
4 render "deſperate. thoſe whom ey: would im- 
<&. prove.” ? 
Amiel, dy further bonser ten ich thi il- 
Ubilthatod and gentle Zaraza, found ſtill ftrong- 
er fapports to his hopes, and his reſolutions. 
_ He lived with honour, as he lived with cauti- 
on; grew more and more capable of practiſing | 
the laſt injunctions of his father. He trod in 
the ſteps of Alfaf, that diſtinguiſhed ſtar of 
oriental wiſdom and benevolence. He attain- 
ed the preferments of Alſaf, together with his 
good qualifications, and lived to: convince the 
world, that no ſtate of mind can be ſo deſpe- 
rate, which ſincerity” of hearr will not retrieve; 
do human miſery ſo great, ſo deep, nor ſo ſe- 
vere, but infinite mercy is ready to make bare, 
and: extend the unfailing arm of, deliverance 
and ſalvation... 0 
The 
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The improvement of this: ſtory i obvious: 
the incidents of the tale, and the ſertoùs 6b- 
ſer vations interſperſed, ſufficient] ſpeak its mo- 
unded on the 
firm baſis of irrefragable truth, it needeth no 
argument to ſupport it. Let thoſe who read 


the ſtory of Amiel and Omeſa, -improve it tc 
their own advantage. Let the education of 


youth be conducted with temper and tender- 
neſs: and though threats, and the rod, may be 
of uſe to the infant and ths child, ler It be ta- 
ken for granted, that love, reaſon, and good 


fenſe, ought only to be employed with the vi- 


gorous, and the full-blown youth: hence alone 
can he be preſerved; hence alone can he be 
recovered, when fallen and frayed from yir- 


Bur whilſt the ed ſear to govern,” ler the 
young man learn ro'obey. Eet the young man 
reverence gray hairs: let him awfully regard 
the futrowed wrinkles of age: let him cheer- 
fully ſubmit to the yoke of duty and depend- 
ence, and attend, with deference and homage, | 
to the ſapient inſtructions of experience: let 
him follow that advice which is good, although 125 
he may diſlike the manner in which it is given: 
let him not ſay in his heart, of theſe rational 
reſtraints which are neceffary to his peace, 
They are an infringement of my natural liber- 
ty! they are an unjuſt and intolerable! ſe- 
„ verity! Let him, in fine, learn to bear and 
profit by rebuke; then ſhall he aveid the fate 
of Omeſa, and the danger of Amiel. Few 
Hall W the good fortune of the latter; ; ma- 
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ny may incur the penalties of the former. I 
the examples of Amiel and Omeſa, inſpire with 
theſe ſentiments, Amiel hack 0 mor. Meg, . 
ä n un ren Vain R 
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IN Ga rhood ot Helly ln, formers: ; 
h an induſtrions peaſant, whoſe name was: 
Aboncaf. He had three ſons, named Almo 
raddin, Dogandar, and Hanif. Theſe he edu- 

eated in a religious obſervance of all the pre- 
cepts of the law: they ſhared with him in n all 
his labours, and, by their joint endeavours, 
they all four procured a ſubſiſtence adequate to- 
their deſires. Aboucaf, when he was dying, 
called his three ſons to his bed - ſide, and ad- 
dreſſed them in the following manner: My 
„ ſons, live in conſtant union, and cultivate; 
« with care the farm which I leave you; it: 

c will abundantly fapply you with all the ne · 

* ceſſaries of life. Let the book of glory be 
the chief ſtudy and delight of your ſouls, 

« and the chief object of your attention: in 
4 all the various caſualties of life, depend up- 

& on it alone. My life draws near its end: I. 
6 already behold: the angel of death ap- 

proach. —Farewel:: remember the advice I 

« have given,—Adore the great Creator of the 
t univerſe; and revere Mahomet his prophet.“ 
Having uttered theſe words, he expired, and: 
his ſons buried him with true filial piety. | 


For: 


* 


were at work on their farm, a-q 
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Fix fronds they followed che wiſe advice 
which be had given 3 but one da as they 


agitated, amongſt them, which gave 0 decaſion = 
all the misfortunes that afterwards befel Mend | 


The diſpute Was concerning what was moſt de» 


ſirable, and what ſhould be the firſt with of 
each. Almoraddin, as he was of an aſpiting 
tem per, declared, that power was the chief object 


of his deſires : Dogandar, who was of a more 


ſordid turn of mind, owned that his wiſhes 
concentered in the poſſeſſion of wealth: and 
Hanif ſighed for the enjoyment of beauty. 
No ſooner were theſe different wiſhes uttered, 
but a genie appeared to them, and addreſſed 


them as follows: Sons of Aboucaf, your 


« wiſhes are heard: I am a genie that pre: 
c ſide. over fortune, and will engage to pro- 
cure you the accompliſhment of your deſires, 
« if you do not chuſe to retract them, as mor? 
« tals often wiſh for what, in the end, proves 
the cauſe of their deſtruction. The three 
brothers perſevering in their wiſhes; the genie 
preſented. to each of them a taliſman, whereon 
were engraved certain magie characters, and 
bid them repair to Bagdad. Almoraddin had 
not long reſided there, till, by virtue of the ta- 


liſman he had received from the genie, he at 


tracted the notice of the Caliph: Haroun-Alra- . 
ſchid, and was by him ſent to govern a diſtant 
province, which heing attacked by rhe Tartars, 
he defended it brayely, and repulſed them with 
great ſlaughter. This raiſed the jealouſy of the 
vizier, who afterwards found means 5 
uade 


„ Saber Se en 


ſuade the Calph, that the intention of Almo- 
raddin was to make himſelf a party,” and ſhake 
off the yolle of obedience. Herenpon Ha. 
roun-Alraſchid; who was extfemely 2 
his authority, ſear: for him to Bagdad, and; 
without heating: him peak in his own defencs, 
cauſed him to be beheaded. ! 2 n 
Dogandar, after having acquired great Hats 
es By commerce, at laſt; periſhed, in a voyage 
Which be made in queſt of new gain. 
The fate of Hanif was, perhaps, more wretch- 
ed than that of either of his brothers. He 
| married the beauteous Rouſchen, and, for ſome 
time, their felicity was mutual and extreme. 
But the fiend: Jealouſy, which fo often changes 
the happineſs of lovers e ws 
ö am undi to bein bliſ . hn 
One of the chief Pa land of the court of 
Bagdad, named Oglouf. Kan, having ſeen Rou· 
ſchen, and being enchanted with her beauty, | 
found means, by corrupting the ſla ves of Hanif, 
to procure ſeveral interviews with his wife, Who, | 
dazzled} by his elevated ſtation," forgot her fi- 
delity to her huſband, Hanif having one day 
ſeen Oglouf- Kan retire from his wife, fell ups 
on her in a tranſport of rage, plunged a dag! 
ger in her breaſt, and immediateſy after one” I 
bet himſelf in, deſpair. 5 % Dt 
Thus did theſe three brothers owe thek ruin 
to on WOT e of uy wiſnes. "Nt 
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endeavours; nor was he deaf to the voice 0 


of 
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N the . of . while. 3 
can ſwayed the imperial ſceptre of the Eaſt; 
lived Abdallah, the ſon of Mirza: proſperity 

awaited his call, and ſuceeſs crowned all hig 


virtue. His benevolence diffuſed itſelf far and 
wide, as the fragrance of the ſpicy groves 
wafted on the balmy wings of the [Eaſtern 
breeze. Abdallah the rich, the happy, and 
the virtuous, Was echoed from where the ſun 
firſt tinges the morning clouds with purple, to 
where his revolving chariot ſinks into the em- 
braces of the weſtern; ocean. 

Amongſt the crouds which frequented his 
houſe, was one Haly, a man of a ſeeming me- 
.lancholy diſpoſition, and ſolitary turn of mind. 
When Abdallah one day had ſhown him all his | 
ſumptuous apartments, and all the ſplendour of 
immenſe riches, and aſked his opinion of what 
he ſaw; he replied coldly, Allah and our 
% prophet are my witneſſes, that I eſteem a 
« folitary recluſe far happier than thee with 
all thy riches.” While Abdallah ſtood a- 
mazed at this reply, he thus continued“ In 


the wilds of Sara, lives Aladin, the ſon of 


9 Aboulcaſem— The berbs of the field ſup- 
« ply his table, and ahe runningiſtream flakes 
< his thirſt; regardleſs of the luxuries of life, 
* he covets not the ſpices of Arabia, nor the 


ce 


glittering _—_ of k- Content to him 
| — "OR" 
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66 ſupplies the place of riches, and a "clizerfil 
cc mind, the want. of power :—Son of Mirza, 
Ce this is the man whofe ſtate I account far pre- 


« ferable to thine ; and ſo wouldſt thou thy- 
< ſelf, couldſt thou be capable of og the 
« ſweets of retirement“. 


He ceaſed, and his ords 1 left a 5p im- 
preſſion on the heart of his friend; he became 


eager to try by experience, 'the truth of what 
Hay had ſaid; often would he ſend for him, 
and queſtion him more concerning the 2 
whom he had mentioned; till at laſt he 


ſuaded himſelf, that felicity reſided only in che 
ſcenes of ſimple nature; and ſoon actually put 


an end to his anxiety, by taking a ſudden jour- 


ney, unattended, to the place which had been 
pointed out to him for the habitation of 42 


din. 1 55 * 
When ry be arrived at che retreat, be was 


fo well pleafed with the unruffled calm 'of a ſo⸗ 


litary life, that he thought himſelf more than 
compenſated for all the pleaſures he had left 


5 behind. But, alas! how unſtable are the re- 


ſolutions of youth — the daughter of vizier 


| Abdelaziz, lovely as one of the Houri, bad 
heard, by ſome means, of his retirement, and 
| fe lowed him into thoſe ſhades, to diſſuade him 


fo ſtrange a refolution. - Amiable as he 
was. it was no wonder ſhe had conceived 2 


ſſion for his 3 While he was muſin 
der the ſha 


ow of a tree, fanned by r re- 


freſhing evening breeze, ſhe approached him, 
and drew aſide her veil.— The ſight of ſo much 
rel (for he had never before beheld her, 

wp 


2 G7, ae td. tee. a 


though ſhe had often ſeen him) was too ſtrong 


for the youthful heart of Abdallah; and When 
ſhe diſcovered: herſelf, and told the motive 


of her journey, nothing could equal his per- 
plexity. When he turned away from her, he 


retained his old reſolutions of quitting che world; | 


but when he caſt a glance on her beauties, they 
were all overthrown.—He was in this perplex- 


ing ſituation, when the derviſe Aladin ſudden- 


ly appeared, and (che lady wi hdrawing) thus 
addreſſed him: "2 3.6 

«© Wonder not, ſon of 8 chat I am 
« fully informed of all hat concerns thee: this 


night the prophet has viſited me in a viſon 
« for thy ſake. In vain; thou ſeekeſt to lead 
« the life of a hermit, with the paſſions of a 


& lover. Heayen, which bade day and night 
« ſucceed each other, has appointed ſeaſons 


c for all things. The' ſequeſtered life of a 
« derviſe by no means ſuits the temper; of a 


„ which boaſts the greatelt- variety. Purkng 
« ſtreams, and thick embowering . ſhades, may 


0 


* 


o 


* 


they ſoon become diſguſting to an active 
«* mind. Go then, my ſon, and while youth 
* glows on thy- check, and diffuſes its gene- 
“ rous ardour through thy heart, be truly 


happy in a ſocial life: enjoy the 1 innocent plea- 


cc 


ſures, without running into the criminal ex- 
* cefles of the world; make all thy ſtudies 


cc , uſeful, all thy n ene innocent; and 


c 


oY 


let pleaſare be thy diverſion, but virtue thy 


“chief good.— Then, if, in old age, thou art 
12 5 red 
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youthful mind ; and that will pleaſe — | 


pleaſe a while; but being always the ſame, 
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"oF, tired with the enjoymenits of this world, res | 
& tire to ſolitude for reſt, and make conte 
cc plation thy ſweeteſt companion.” 7655 
Abdallah followed his advice; he reraindd 
1 to Samarcand, and eſpouſed the daughter of 
i , Abdelaziz; and that viſier ſoon after dying, he 
= -..- ſucceeded to his office, which he filled with 
| . univerſal applauſe, and enjoyed, till thirty times 
5 the revolving year had run its courſe: then 
Þ having loſt the partner of his bed, and grow- 
ing old, he remembered the words of the der- 
Mule, and once more withdrew to ſolitude, which 
then exactly ſuited his condition: day ſucceeded 
day, and year rolled on after year, in one con- 
/  tinued ſcene of felicity; and he glided down 
the current of time, on the gentle ſtream of a 
calm compoſure. At laſt, the angel of death, 
by a quick and eaſy tranſition, bore him to the 
oardens of Paradiſe, leaving. behind him this 
uſeful” leſſon: That the morning of life 
« ſhould be ſpent in acts of virtue, that the 
« decline of ir may be diels with ſerenity 
„ and peace.” | 
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| Bier Raſſd. che ſon of Abdal. Moat: was 
1 born in the territories of Cabul. In his 
ec early youth he had been treated with the ut- 
„ molk M verity by his father, whom he had ne- 
der offended: ; and being at Jaſt tired of his 
_ rruelty, repaired to the city of Agra, where 
5 he * no means of fupportng life, but by be- 
coming 
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coming ſervant to a merchant, Who . doin 
him in carrying burdens. Thus did one ſtate 


of. diſtreſs ſucceed to another, and Banou Te 5 


id, who had been before made unhap 
_ tie grievances, . now ſuffered. Yom 

by the drudgery, to which he was con- 
tema. He, however, preferred his preſent 
to his former ſituation, as the rigour of his fa- 


ther made a much greater impreſfion upon him, 


than the difficulties which he had to ſtruggle: 
with amongſt ſtrangers, which to him appear- 
ed more ſupportable, becauſe he expected 
them. His ſtate of ſervitude did not, how- 


ever, laſt long: the beauteous Zeinabi, daugh- 


ter to the merchant with whom he lived, beheld: 

him with the eyes of affection; ſhe pitied his- 
ſufferings, and her pity was ſoon converted in- 
to love; for Banou Raſſid, though reduced to 
the condition of a ſlave, was, in perſonal beau - 
ty, equal to the nobleſt youths of Agra, and 

had ſomething ingenuous and ſtriking in his, 
countenance, notwithſtanding his mean appear- 


ance, and the ſervile employment in which he 
was engaged. After ſeveral ſecret interviews, 


the paſſion of Banou Raſſid and Zeinabi be- 
came mutual, and roſe to ſuch a degree of 
force, that they were both equally diſpoſed to 
run any riſk, in order to gratify their inchina- 


tions. Zeinabi propoſed io her lover, to fly 
with him to Delly, the capftal of Indoſtan; 
and her lover received the propoſal with a Wau. 5 | 


port of joy, not eaſy to be expreſſed. 
ſoon found means to effect their hc ha ; 


Zeinabi . taken care to provide herſelf; 
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with jewels and gold; to à conſiderable value, 
they procured à convenient habitation in the 
capital of Delly, and, ſoon after their arrival, 
the Iman joined zbeir hands. 4 
They lived for ſometime in a are of felick- 
ty, not to be equalled ; but the angel of death 
called Zeinabi out of this world, and Banou' 
Raſſid remained inconſolable for her loſs. Whilſt 
he continued plunged in the deepeſt deſpair, 
he received advice from Cabul, that his father 
had paid the debt of nature, and left him in- 
heritor of all his wealth. He immediately re- 
paired thither, and took poſſeſſion of his eſtate. 
But notwithſtanding his opulence, he found 
himſelf more unhappy than when reduced to che 
condition of a flave. The idea of his beloved 
Zeinabi, every moment recurred to his memo- 
ry, and rendered all his enjoyments taſteleſs and 
inſipid. The ſage — beheld his ſufferings* 
with compaſſion; and as he had, by a long courſe 
of ſtudy, made himſelf perfectly maſter of all 
the ſecrets of nature, and could cure the diſ- 
eaſes of the mind, as well as thoſe of the bo- 
dy, he preſented him with a potion, whoſe ef- 
ficacy was ſuch, that it immediately oblitera- 
ted the memory of all paſt misfortunes. Ba- 
nou Raſſid being thus freed from the painful 
recollection of an irretrievable loſs, applied 
himſelf entirely to the improvement of his e- 
ſtate. He cauſed a ſumptuous palace to be e- 
rected, and employed the ableſt architects in 
the building of it; but an earthquake ſoon after 
happening at Cabul, this ſuperb edifice was 
e up, and Bano Raffid greatly e 
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ed che pains and expence which: it Had oeca- 
ſioned him. His revenues, bowever, being 
conſiderable; he reſolved to have recourſe” to o- 
ther pleaſures ; ; and accordingly, cauſed his ha- 
ram to be filled with the brighteſt beauties 
which could be purchaſed for gold. But Ba- 
nou Raſſid, whoſe mind was cadoned with ſen- 
timent, could find no ſatisfaction i in the merce- 
nary careſſes of his miſtreſſes. Their embra- 
ces doe diſguſted him, and he was ſeized with: - 
: a languor, which rendered his life | almoſt in- 
. WH ſupportable. To baniſh ſorrow, he had next 
| JW recourſe to the flowing bowl, and paſfed whole 


| nights in- the eee of Aepanechees in NONE, : 

7 laughter, and folly. . 

3 Theſe revellings were olle by Aibeales; - 

| and Banou Raſſid, after having lingered a 

| long time, at laſt recovered his health; but as 

„be had tried every fort of pleaſure, and found, 

by experience, that all enjoyments are produc- 

| tive of pain, in proportion as they are exqui- 5 

1 ſite, he reſolved, for tlie future, to lead a regu- 

bar life: yet ill he found himſelf unhappy; His 

attachment to his affairs, increaſing with his 

temperance and ſobriety. The ſage Barud 

was again touched by his diſtrefs, and preſent- 

ed Banou Raſſid with another potion, Which 

? was of ſuch a nature, as te render the perſon 

k who took it inſenſible of all prefent grievances. 
Banou Raſſid being now reſtored” to à perfect 
tranquillity of mind, applied himſelf to the ſtu- 
dy of the ſeiences, and found, in the purſuit of © 
knowledge; à ſatisfaction ſuperiar to all the 
gratifications of ſenſe. -- : * When advanced in 

G 3 ER. OO 


i K N 1 
, 4 s . 33> 2 n 
5 8 — k ? 7 "4 « * * 


78 M Are /CoLltnerron 
years, he was, ſeized with the dread. of death; 
and, though entirely ſecure from ſuffering b 
the recollection of paſt misfortunes, and undii- 
turbed by the preſent, he was rendered com- 
Pleatly unhappy, by looking forward. to futurity, 


and the proſpect of death embittered all the en · 


joyments of his life. As he had twice expe- 
rienced the effects of Barud's ſkill, he had 


recourſe to him a third time; but the lage gave 
him to underſtand, that chough he had reme- 
dies againſt paſt an N evils, he could 


- never deviſe any againſt the future; and that 
death was a tribute: to nature, which. every 
mortal. was doomed to. pay.. Banou Raily, 
| having received this anſwer, threw himſelf. 

on his couch in deſpair; and falling, ſoon after, 


into a profound ſleep, the angel Gabriel ap- 


peared to him, and addreſſed him thus: ( 
e mortal! thou haſt dedicated thy whole life 

to the purſuit of vain Pleaſures, or of 
« ſciences equally vain : it is now time for you 
te apply your heart to wiſdom.” The old 
man was fo affected with this exhortation, that 
he conſecrated the remainder of his days to de- 
votion, and at laſt joy fully met that hour, the 
expectation of WAI | had. before filled Him mak 
terror. 
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1* the reign 55 Quoutbeddin,, king, of T's 


there lived near that city a poor peaſant 


named Aouge, who, Wunde Wen labour, 


found 
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- * - himſelf. 
One day, as he Was quite overpowered With 


bearing fardles, he threw - himſelf. upon the 


ground, and uttered the followin g exclamation ; 


„ Wherefore was I ſent into the world, where 


J can. never hope for happineſs? Thirty⸗ 


c eight years have L lived in conſtant | labour 


« and diſtreſs, and have every night prayed 
« to God, and his holy prophet -Mahomet, to 


t take me out of this vale of miſery; yet 


. 


C 


ſtill I live, though life has become altogether 


« jnſupportable.” . ; Quoutbeddin, Who Was 


hunting, happened jut at that time to paſs b 
with his viſier and courtiers, and hearing theſ 

words, was ſo {truck by the pathetie tone 
wherewith they were pronounced, that he ſtopt 
to liſten to them. Aouge was ſo oppreſſed 
with grief, that he never once perceived the 
king or his retinue, but continued to invoke 
che angel of death, and lament his hard lot, in 


terms as-ſtrong as the former. Being at length 


quite exhauſted. with laſſitude and hunger, the 
king rode on a little; further with his retinue, 
having ordered one of his pages to preſent him 
with. a potion, of bueng, which the peaſant 
very thankfully accepted; and having drank it 
with the utmoſt. greedineſs, was immediately 
ſeized with a profound. lleep. Such is the 1 
fect of this liquor, that it immediately benumbs 
the faculties, and generally cauſes thoſe who 


take it, to ſleep, without dreaming; for twenty- 


four hours. Quoutbeddin then cauſed ſome of 
his retinue to carry him to his palace, aud lodge 
him In a | magnificent partmant, den Was 
done 


b + 


, 
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Aouge to find himſelf,” when he awaked, 
clad in a rich* robe, which ſparkle with the 


thought himſelf in a dream; but two muſicians, 
the e ableſt of Aad, having touched inſtruments 
which, uttered a moſt exquiſite harmony, his 
attention was further rouſed, and his furpriſe 
greatly increaſed, when he beheld, ſeated up- 
on ſeveral ſophas round him, Circaſſian damſels, 


degree, that he took them to be the Houris of 
in that happy place. He immediately returned 
thanks to Allah and his holy prophet Mahomet, 


the luſtre of whofe beauty ſurpaſſed that of 
the reſt, informed him — he was ſtill upon 
earth; that they were benevolent fafries, who 
took a pleaſure in confoling'mortals in diſtreſs ;' 
that they had cauſed him to be conveyed. thi- 


there till he had forgot all his care. 


heart; and ſoon after, ſeveral courtiers entered, 


tions, by the kindneſs of the benevolent fal- 
ries. Whereupon, a converſation enſued, in 


4 oy cisfaction; ; 


done accordingly. Great was the ſurpriſe'*6f 
upon à velvet ſopha, waſhed,” peifumicd; i 
brighteſt « jewels of: Golconda! At firſt he 


with whoſe beauty he was dazzled” to fach a. 
Paradiſe, and thought himſelf already arrived 


for having at length delivered him from all 
His afflictions. Whereupon, one of the damſels, 


ther by enchantment ; and that he thould reſide 


Aouge rejoiced herear, returned thanks with 
a a fervour which teſtified the tranſport of his 


who, having b been inſtructed by the king, ſalut⸗ | 


ed him, and gave him to underſtand, that they 
had been, like him, delivered from their afflic- 


W N all preſent diſcovered - equal joy and ſa- 
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ſoon. after, they ſar down to a 


tisfaction; ane 
repaſt, conſiſting of viands of the moſt exqui- 
ſite flavour, and a deſert of the moſt delicious 
fruits: they drank the richeſt wines of the 
Faſt, which were preſented to them in golden 
goblets ſer with diamonds, by beautiful youths 
richly attired. During the repaſt, their ears 
were delighted with a concert ſo harmonious, 
that it raiſed the ſoul to heaven; and When it 
was grown late, they retired tb their ap 
ments with the utmoſt ſerenity of mind. 


This life of pleaſure, was varied and height- 


ened by the moſt exquiſite contrivances to gra- 
tify the ſenſes ; and new amuſements daily in⸗ 
vented to prevent that ſatiety, which ariſes 
from a repetition of the ſame enjoyments. 
But Aotige, who carried in his breaſt an ene- 
my to peace, was at length tormented by ide 
reflection, that he muſt, ſometime or other, be 
deprived of, all this happineſs by death, and 
carried his impiery ſo far, as to renounce, in his 


heart, the paradife which the holy prophet _ 


promiſes to the faithful, and wiſh'to reſide for 


ever in this ſeat of terteftriil bliſs. His for- 
mer gaiety almoſt entirely forſook him, and his 
mirth was forced and conſtrained; Which the 


courtiers obſerving, informed king abutbed- 


din thereof, Wherenpon'the monarc direct- 


ed them to give Aouge a ſecond potion of bu- 


eng, and, cloathing him in his former habit, ear- 


ry him to the place where he had been found. 
The peaſant, upon waking, was ſurpriſed” to 
find himſelf in his former condition; and the 


compariſon of his on happineſs with his 


preſent 
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den with the appearance of a glorious viſion. 


Wh 
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preſent miſer 


ry, made him fo. frantic; that TY 
ran to the top of an hill which overlooked a 
nei ighbouring pool, and was juſt. going to pre - 
cipitate himſelf therein, when a lion, which 
ruſhed upon him from the oppoſite ſide of a 
buſh, terrified him to ſuch a degree, that his 


deſperate reſolution was immediately converted 0 


into fear: fo he ran down with as much rapi- 
dity as he had aſcended; and, as extremes gene- 


eſcaped the death he had ſou 


renity of mind is always the reſult of an eſcape 
from great danger: Aouge returned to his cot- 


rally produce each other, he kak glad to have 
ght. A calm ſe- 


tage, and tenewed his toil with the utmoſt re- 
ſignation. Sometimes, however, he could not 
help ſighing after his paſt felicity; 3 and as he 
one day fell into a profound reverie in reflect- 


ing chereon, he was, all of a ſudden, . 
There 


ſtood before him an angelical figure, "whoſe 


graceful. looks were irradiated with a reſplen- I 
dent brightneſs; in his right hand he held a 


filver wand, and in his left an olive branch; his 


eyes ſhone jambent with celeſtial day ; and, the 


mildneſs with which he beheld Aouge, having 
diflipated his aſtoniſhment, he addreſſed him in 


terms like, theſe : << Know, Aouge, that I am x. 


ce. Effendiar, the ſpirit of peace: my pacific 


cc 
« 


* 


of diſcord: but as his delight is to occaſion 


cc 
« ſions in the heart of man, my care is to ap- 
“ peaſe both the broils and ſeditions which diſ- 
C 


öturb the ee body of mankind, and to 
LEA 4 allay 


r PO 
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Way is equal to that of Aſmong, the angel 


wars and tumults, by exciting turbulent paſ- 
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« allay the ſtortus which make ſuch ravages in 


« the breaſts of individuals. Vou have hither- 
to been under the influence of the malignant 


6e ſpirit Aſmong, and, therefore, conſtantly at 
« variance with yourſelf.” My power has been 


« roo ſtrong for his. It was T that fent the 
« lion that prevented you from committing an 


« action, which would have cauſed your eter; 


« nal perdition. Depart in peace, labour with 
+ unceaſing induſtry, and, above all, be aſſidu- 
« ous in your de votions to the Almighty, and - 
« the holy propher will 'not let you go unre- 
« warded.” This ſaid, the angel diſappeared, 
and Aouge continued to labour, with à perfect 


reſignation to Providence. He found himſelf 
now more happy than when in che midſt « 8 
luxury” and pleaſure ; which'evidently proves, 
that it is not ſo much the circumſtances of men, 


as their ſentiments concerning them, that ren- 


der men happy or miſerable. Quoutbeddin 


paſſing again by the hut of Aouge, Was ſtir- 


priſed to obſerve this change in his diſpoſition, 
and offered to carry him to his court, and re- 
ceive him as one of his domeſtics.”  Aouge, 
who now felt no joy at a promiſed elevation, 
made anſwer as follows: <« O'king ! may the 


holy prophet lengthen thy days, and pour 


** upon thee all manner of bleflings:'” Thave 
e been uſed to an humble: ſtation, and Fear. | 
I am incapable of bearing proſperity”? This 
anſwer determined doutbeddin to receive him 
into his ſervice. Aovuge Was never elatell by 
his good fortune, but acquitted himſelf fo much 
to the ſatisfaction of his maſter, chat he con- 
ferred „ 
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| ferred. upon him a conſiderable place of truſt, 


| Haring experienced the extremes of Aber 


and adyerfity, he was not to be ſhaken, by 
i ie, one, or dazzled by the other, but, by his | 
prudent conduct in all the places be occupied, 
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a king whoſe, name was Malicknazir : a 
-more accompliſhed prince neither the riſing or 
the ſecting ſun had ever beheld : his heart, was 


replete with every virtue, and his ſoul was a- 
dorned with every ſcience; his majeſtic air, and 


| graceful perſon, added new dignity to the roy- 
al diadem, and, ſo much was he beloved by his 
ſubjects, that they every day offered up pray- 


ers to God, and the holy prophet, for the pre · 
ſervation of his: life, and the continuance of 


his proſperity. Malicknazir thus beloved by 


his ſubjects, and dreaded by his enemies, reign- 


ing oyer a kingdom bleſſed with peace and plen- 


ty, appeared to be ſecure of happineſs. . But 


the greateſt, monarchs are ſubje& to calamities 


and grief, as well as the pooreſt peaſants. The 


princeſs Farzana, who loved Malicknazir, with 
2 more tender affection than ever ſiſter. had for 
a2 brother, pod was, by him loved with an equal 
_ warmth; of affection, was attacked with a "Ul 
order which none of the phyſicians that at- 


. Wed. the court of e could poſſibly ac- 
| _ N 


— 
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ol the houries of paradiſe, was changed into 
a conſtant gloom and heavineſs, which indicated 


ſecrets, flocked every day to court; but their 


however, diſmiſſed none unrewarded, leſt o- 
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count FG, The youthful bloom of ber 5 cks - 
was ſucceeded by a languid paleneſs; and the 
Inſtre of her eyes, which ſparkled like thoſe. 


the internal diſorder which. preyed upon her 
ſoul, and wore away the ſprings of life. Mari 
licknazir, in the utmoſt affliction, at ſeeing. one 
whom he tenderly loved, in ſo deplorable a. 
condition, ordered a proclamation to be made, 
not only in his capital, but in all the conſider- 
able towns in his dominions, that whoever 
ſhould give the princeſs Farzana any relief, 
mightaſk of the king whatever reward he thought 
proper. Incited by this. offer, multitudes of 
cojas, phyſicians, and pretenders to profound 


remedies had a bad effect upon the health of 
the princeſs; and their cabaliſtical, as well as 
aſtrological taliſmans, the former of which 0: 
perate by the means of letters, words, or prays: 
ers, and the latter by the relation which the 
planets have to human bodies, had, upon this. 
occaſion, entirely loſt their efficacy. The king, 


thers ſhould be diſcouraged from offering their 
ſervices. The indiſpoſition of the princeſs {till 
continuing, an Arabian chec repaired to the 
court of Carizme, relying ſo much upon his: 
{kill, that he thought himſelf already poſſeſſed 
of the promiſed reward. He had indeed made: 
a great progreſs in the occult ſciences, and wag: 
in a fair Way of diſcovering the virtues of king 
Solomon! 8 ring, and the philoſopher's ſtone. 
H 3 
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0 Being introduced to the princeſs, he e 
Her countenance with great attention; and, wich 
à view to diſcover the cauſe of her diſorder, 
gave her an elixir, which was endued with a 
virtue capable of ſhowing, whether a diſeaſe 
had its ſource in the body or mind. Finding, 
by the operation of this medicine, that the diſ- 
temper of his patient had its firſt riſe in the 
mind, he informed the king thereof, and told 
Him, chat the princeſs could be cured by no 
one, but a-perſon capable of penetrating into- 
the mortal cauſe of her mental diſorder. 
< This,“ added he, © is beyond the power of 
_ <<my knowledge. May the holy prophet ſend 
e hither ſomebody poſſeſſed of that divine 
<<< ſcience; to reſtore the princeſs to herſelf, 
<< and to you.” The chec, after ſpeaking. , 
theſe words, departed the court, having re- 
ceived from the king a thouſand ſequins, and a 
diamond ring of a prodigious value. The health- 
of Malicknazir himſelf, began to decline con- 
tinually; and the people, who ſympathiſed with 
their monarch in every thing, were now as ſad 
and dejected, as they had before been cheer- N 
ful and gay. | : 
_ © Malicknazir, Heng ben after recovered 
his health, by the aſſiſtance of a phyſician, who 
Was a native of Perſia, and one of the ſect of 
the, Guebres. Upon this phyſician he ſettled a 
cConſiderable penſion, and aſſigned him a mag- 
nificent apartment in his palace. As he had a 
great opinion of the ſkill of Abumazar, (for 
that was the phyſician's name,) he deſired him 
10 t the a princeſs, whoſe diforder 


the living: This the Perſian 


and learning, ſo much ſuperior to his, had al- 


and maturely conſidered her diſorder, he de- 
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had increaſed to ſtich a degree, that ſhe ſeem 
ed fitter to be numbered N the dead, han 
yßeian modeſt- 
ly declined, alledging, that it as in vain for 
him to attempt à cure, where men of abilities 


ready proved unſucceſsful; However, as the 
king perſiſted to urge him, he could not 251 
obeying; and after having viſited the princeſs, 


clared, that it was not in his power to give her 
any affiſtance, as no caſe of the like nature had 
ever occurred to him before. Thus, Malick- 
nazir, finding all human means fail him, had 
recourſe to à fanton named Padmanaba, whoſe 
prayers for the ſick were of ſuch efficacy, that 
they were ſeldom offered up without procuring _ 

their recovery; nay, the holineſs of his life, 
had often been confirmed by miracles. The 
fanton being brought to court, was by the king 
given to underſtand, upon what accoum he haas 
been ſent for; and immediately conducted to tee 

apartment of the princeſs, whoſe pallid com- 
plexion, and melancholy viſage, at firſt-ſtrack 
the recluſe with ſurpriſe. * But as he was an a- 
dept in the ſcience of Mechacha, by which the 

ſantons are enabled to penetrate the moſt ſe- 
cret thoughts of thoſe they behold, he ſoon |} 
dived into the cauſe of the loud indiſpeſition'of - 


Farzana; and, having retired with Malicknazir,, 


addreſſed him in -the. following terms: Ol: . 8 
“ king! may the prophet: prolong thy days, '. 
„and diſtinguiſh thy reign with his choiceſt 
K 1 ; Be not offended at what thy fer- 


— 
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4e vant ſhall unfold : the diſeaſe with which 
„ the princeſs Farzana languiſhes, proceeds 
< from love for thee, and nature has laid an 
4. inſurmountable bft acle e her reco- 


8 c ver 


N biandefirack at ha intelligence, n 
Abilickenneir was induced to give credit to by 


the known character of Padmanaba for piety, 


he haſtily retired, after having offered the ſan- 
ton a rich preſent, which he excuſed himfelf | 
from accepting, alledging that he had entirely | 


dedicated the remainder of his life td the ſer- 
vice of God, and his holy prophet Mahomet, 
and had utterly renounced the world, with all 


its riches and grandeur. This diſintereſtedneſs 


of the fanton, confirmed Malicknazir in the be- 


Jief of his veracity. Some time after, as the 


king was walking upon a terrace in one of his 
gardens, wrapt up in melancholy and contem- 


plation, his Perſian phyſician Abumazar met 
him, and, proſtrating himſelf on the ground 


before him, humbly requeſted to know the 
Lauſe of his grief. Sorrow is naturally com- 


municative. Though Malicknazir had formed 
à reſolution, never to diſcloſe the melancholy | 


fecret of Farzana's paſſion for him, he could 


not reſiſt this opportunity of unboſoming him- 


ſelf, and giving a looſe to complaint; for thoſe. 


who labour uiuder any affliction, ſeldom fail to 
receive ſome relief from their tears and lamen- 
tations. Abumazar heard the king, without 
reſtifying the leaſt ſurpriſe, as marriages be- 


tween brother and ſiſter are cuſtomary amongſt 


oy Guebres, and * his n rhetoric, and 
N 


„ 
e 
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all they arguments of his ſe&; to prove, that 
the paſſion of the princeſs for him was entirelx 
innocent, and that he might lawfully marry 
Farzana, and at once gratify his own affection 
for her, and ſave her from the jaws of death. 
But Malicknazir, who hid been educated in 
the pureſt doctrine of the koran, was nor 
to be moved by ſuch ſophiſtical arguments; 
but having enjoined Abumazar the profoundeſt 
ſecreſy, nme, a an end to the con- 
verſation. | | 
Malicknazir, tefoatving of Farzanatt ö reco!k 
very, yielded himſelf up a prey to his grief, 4þ 
and neglecting the adminiſtration: of public af- 
fairs, left it almoſt entirely to the viſiers. The 
fatal effects of this change in his difpoſitions. 
| were ſoon felt by the ftate: juſtice was no long- 
er adminiſtered with the ſame. equitable impar- 
tiality as before; and the people, being oppreſ® 
ſed with grievous taxes, could not help murs 
muring in ſecret; for the viſiers were wholly 
intent upon aggrandizing themſelves, and ac- 
cumulating wealth, but totally regardleſs of the 
welfare of · their country. The ſufferings of 
Carizme, and its monarch; at laſt, however; 
had an end. Malicknazir, whoſe cares gene- 
rally kept him waking, ſunk one night into a 
profound ſleep, and the angel of marriage ap- 
peared to him in a dream. His eyes fhone 
with a dazzling luſtre; he wore on his head a 
crown of myrtle; in his right hand he held a 
torch, the ſymbel of marriage; and his ermine 
robes ſeemed: to ſparkle with the richeſt jewels 
of Golconda. Malicknazir, whilſt {till aſleep, 
| 3 was 
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vas addreſſed. by the angel; in terms like theſe; | 
„ Oh king of Carizme! make no ſcruple of 
“ eſpouſing Farzana; ſhe is not your ſiſter: 
your late father going upon an expedition, 
< gave his daughter to Dilaram to be nurſed, 
< as ſhe was in her infaney; the faithleſs Di- 
< laram found it an eafy matter to ſubſtitute 
her own in its place; this ſhe did in hopes of | 
* one day aggrandizing her family; and the 
* monarch never once ſuſpected the impoſition; 
Four ſiſter has ever fince lived with her as 
her daughter, in a caſtle not far diſtant from 
* your capital. Doubt not my words; but as 
“ ſoon as the white ſheep has chaſed the black 
<«. one to the bottom of the weſtern earth, re- 
<< pair to the caſtle, and queſtion Dilaram con- 
e cerning her fraud: ſhe will not have the pre- 
*ſumption to perſiſt long in denying it.“ The | 
next morning, Malicknazir refle&ed with a» 
mazement upon the viſion of the preceding 
night; and reſolving. to do as directed by the 
angel of marriage, aſſembled his viſiers and 
eourtiers, and repaired to the caſtle. He call- 
ed for Dilaram; and having queſtioned her con- 
cerning the fact above related, ſhe confeſſed 
every cireumſtance of it, and; falling proſtrate 
on her face before him, implored his forgive - 
neſs. He affured her of his pardon and pro- 
tection, and immediately returned to court witx 
her and his ſiſter. Zulima. The report of this 
furpriſing difcovery, was ſoon ſpread' all over 
the kingdom, and caufed an univerſal aſtoniſh» 
ment amongſt the people of Carizme ; but their 
cnt was converted i into Joy, when 
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heart that Farzana was Sag m ed, 
and that the king intended, 1 in a ſhort time, to 
eſpouſe her publicly. The nuptials were ac. 
cordingly l wich an unparalleled pomp:  « 
and ſplendour, and every ſubje& ſeemedto ſhare - | 
the happineſs of - his ſovereign. | + Malicknazir ff 
being thus freed from the anxiety which haek 
ſo long preyed upon him, reſumed the reigns 
of government; commerce began again to 
flouriſh ; plenty returned to bliſs the land; and 
all murmuring 5 — diſcontent amongſt the peo- 
ple ceaſed, during the remainder, of Malick- 
nazir's life. He lived long and happily with 
his confort Farzana, whom he loved with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, and by whom he was equal 
ly beloved. At length, the angel of death 
called upon them both in the ſame hour; and 
chus their mutual happineſs was complete; for 
either of them would have N it worſe = 
hs. death, to have ſurvived the ohen; N 
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The Hiſiry of ZADICE. 


oHvU, king of Ethiopia, v was one a2 told 8 
that there was in his dominions a man, 
who was ſo great an enemy to lying, that he 
always told truth. The king had a mind to 
have him near his perſon, and made him his 
| maſter of the horfe. A courtier of ſo extraor- 
\ W dGvinary a character, foon found enemies e- 
nough; they watched all opportunities to run 
Bim, burs in vain; the king was à prince not 
8 to be impoſed upon, and OE often 
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made trial of His maſter of the horſe, and al. me 
ways found his veracity unſhaken, he gave him W in 


a ſurname in reference to ſo excellent a 3 cc 
and called him Zadick, or feller of truth. | 
The prime miniſter of this monarch was Ml vv 

named Tamgry, and was of all others the-moſt MW 

mveterate foe to poor Zadick; but not being as 


able to gratify his ill-will, he one day diſcloſed 6 
ro his daughter Idris, his uneaſineſs upon that 6 
account. Idris, who equalled her father in 
| malice, ſaid to him, My dear father, ceaſe 
«. to afflit yourſelf ; if you are abſolutely. de- 
ce termined to bring Zadick into diſgrace, 
« leave the care of it to my management, and 
] promiſe you-F will bring him under a ne- 
* ceſſity of telling a lie to the king.“ * D 
„ whatever you will, daughter,“ ſaid the 
prime miniſter ; << only let me have the plea- 
<. ſure of bringing down this contempuble: up- | 
fart”: 

Idris dreſſed herſelf 1 in the richeſt Sande 
and having added to her natural beauty, all 
the advantages which art could give it, ſhe 
went from her father's one night, to the maſ- 
ter of the horſe's houſe: when ſhe came there, 
ſhe told the ſervants ſhe wanted to ſpeak to 
Zadick about an affair of very great import- 
tance : they conducted her to their lord's a- 
partment : ſhe found him fitting on a fopha, 
ſaluted him, threw off the veil. that Lace 
her face, and ſay down by bim wirhout ang 
a ſingle word. 27 . 
Zadick, who had never ſeen ſo beautiful 
woman before, was in a Tapture of aſtoniſh- 
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complifh her deſign. When ſhe was perſuad- 


ed his paſſion was become violent, and that he 
would be fooliſh and fond enough to do "any - 
thing to obtain his defires, ſhe ſpoke to him 
as follows: „ O Zadick ! be not ſurpriſed | 
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that a lady who loves you, is come/in the 


night to ſee you. I will be kind too; but 
firſt you muſt grant me one favour.” | 


"IS 


ment; and the lady, who came thither only to 
inſpire him with love, ſpared no means to ac- 


Dear madam, replied Zadick, „only name 


it.“ I have a ſiſter, ſaid Idris, „ho is at 


preſent breeding, and ſhe has an unaccount- 


able longing for the heart of a horſe; I ; 


beſeech you to kill me one of the fatteſt in 


part home with me; in return for which, I 
will grant whatever you deſire. My 


to any of them, I ſhould be ruined, - I wilt 


purchaſe the beſt horſe in Ethiopia for your 
ſiſter, and cut out the heart for her, if that 


will do.” „Alas!“ ſaid Idris, it is for one 


of the royal horſes my ſiſter longs. If the 
king ſhould miſs the beaſt, you need only 
tell him, that having found him ſick, and 


the king's ſtables, and let me have that 


dear creature, ſaid Zadick, do you con- 
ſider what you aſk? the horſes committed 
to my care, the king has the greateſt value 
for; and ſhould the leaſt miſchance happen 


paſt all hopes of recovery, you thought beſt 


to kill him, left he ſhould infect the reſt of 
the cattle ; ſuch is your character, that the 


ang; even commend your precaution.” £ 


on RET "Theſe 


king will certainly take your word” for it, 
«. 


: "ul perceiving the uncertaiuty he was in; renew. 
ed her att 


manners chat he condeſcended to her requeſt. « | 
| They Went both of them ro; the king? 8 ſtables; 6 f 


dick, © you now try my love too ſeverely; 


: the end, the lady Freue and * horſe! wa : 
killed, on the ſpot. _ 


7 danger ſtayed with the maſter of the horſe 


ſhe came into his preſence, „ I have got the 


dick to cut out laſt night. Do you think 
. CC 
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Theſe words made Zadick ber gin to waver. 1 


cks, and careſſed him in ſo moving a 


there Idris ſaid to Zadick, My dear lord, „ 
6 fince you have granted me this favour, pray Ml © 


2 60 let me have it entire; oblige me ſo far as to 
6 6e cut the throat of this: black horſe ſet apart 


from the reſt Indeed, madam,” ſaid. Tas | 


te the beaſt which you have pitched: upon, is 
& that which the king holds at the greateſt ! 

price. Idris threw her arms round his 
+ Zadidk for ſome time reſiſted; bur i 


In eonfequence of this, the 0 miniſter" 8 


all night. In the morning, the heart was deli- 
vered to her, and ſhe went exulting home to 
her father. See, ſir, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as 


e better; here's the heart of the king's fa- 
e yourite horſe, which I prevailed upon Za · 


he will ever own it to his majeſty ©? < My 
child, ſaid the prime miniſter, +. you have 
« done. the buſineſs: I will inſtantly go to 

e court.” He was as good as his word; he 

told Cohu the adventure, without letting him 
know how nearly he was concerned in it. 
While Tamgry was making this recital, * 


o 


FO 


x the maſter of the horſe Was, at home, and 
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being by that time come to Rimſelf, fell into 
the moſt bitter reflections on the raſh action he 
bac, committed the night before. Good 

God!“ ſaid he, * how void of ſenſe are' men, 


“ to give themſelves up, with ſo much blind | 


« fury, to their paſſions. © What mall 1 ſay to 

« the King, rad he miſſes his horſe ? Suppoſe 
tell him a lie, and fay the horſe died, will 
he not ſuſpect me of a falſhood ? may 1 not 
e be found out in one, and will not ſhame and 
« puniſhment be the conſequence? But ſup- 


4 poſing I ſhould never be diſcovered, muſt 1 


not always be conſcious to myſelf of 1 
« deceived a perſon that confided in me? an 

« ſhall I not, by ſuffering myſelf once to tell 
an untruth, acquire the habit of telling lies 
*: frequently? 1 will not ſcreen one fault, by 
* committing a greater. No; I will tell my 
« royal maſter the matter of fact: he may 

„then ſay I was raſh and indiſereet, but he 


© cannot ſay I am baſe and wicked.” While 
| he was taken up with theſe diſmal thoughts, 


the king ſent for him. He inſtantly went to 


the preſence- chamber, and there found che 


prime miniſter, his implacable enemy. 


« Maſter of the hotſe,” ſaid Cohu, < 11 in⸗ 


e tend to divert myſelf to-day in the foreſt: 


go and ſaddle my fine black hunter.” Then 

Ladick, throwing bimſelf at the King's feet, 

{poke as follows: Laſt night, Sir, as I was fit- 
ting in my chamber, there came to me a lady 
in a veil; when ſhe uncovered herſelf, I ne- 
ver ſaw any thing half ſo charming: the 
» careſſed me in "the fondeſt manner, and 
--; Bs when 
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% when ſhe per 
ce fires, ſhe promiſed to-ſatisfy them, if I _ 
« before-hand give her the heart of your black 


„& horſe. For ſometime reſiſted the temptation, | 
I but at length my paſſion proved too ſtrong for 


<« my reaſon: I own I committed a great crime 
ce in this, and I deſerve the moſt exemplary 
puniſhment; but I will not tell a lie, to ſcreen 
e myſelf from 1 Thore, Sir, is my fabre, 
c“ and here is my head. ; 

The king turned towards the prime miniſter; 
and aſked him in what manner he ought to deal 


with Zadick. © Sir,” anſwered Tamgry, I 


<& am of opinion, that he ought to be burnt to 


& death over a ſlow fire.” © I differ from- you, 
ſaid Cohu. Then the king, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the maſter of rhe horſe, ſaid as follows: 
„ O Zadick, I am charmed with thy love of 


c truth. "Thou haſt indeed been guilty of a 
* great weakneſs, in giving way to the ſolici- 
cc tations of an evil woman; but thou haſt 
ſhowed thyſelf incapable of that ſource of 


K 


6 my horſe, becauſe thou haſt not, by any mean 


6 excuſe, endeavoured to avoid the puniſhment | 


„ it deſerves; and, in reward of thy integrity, 


CJ order thee ten thanking pieces of gold, and 


« the richeſt ſuit in my wardrobe.” 


When Tamgry ſaw that the maſter of FR 


horſe came off in a manner ſo different from 


what he intended, and that his daughter had 
proſtituted herſelf to no purpoſe, in order to 


Guy the hatred he had conceived againſt him, 
7 * 


zerceived ſhe had inflamed my des 


all vices, lying, by thy ingenuous confeſſion 
* of thy fault. I pardon thee for the loſs of 
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he was ſeized with a profound melancholy; of 
which he died in a few days: and Zadick, as a 
further reward for his love of truth, was ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him i in dhe * of 18 
miniſter. e 
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WI EN Allah bel his W upon the 

faithful, they ſhould return him their 
hearty thanks; when he withholds'them, they 
ſhould not repine, but reſt contented; for the 
all-ſeeing eye of Him that laid the foundations 
of the earth, can alone diſcern what may prove 
hurtful or advantageous to the ſons of men. 
Let thoſe who doubt of this truth, liſten to the 
hiſtory of the families of Omri' and Raſſid, and 
their hearts will readily yield to conviction. 9 

In Bagdad, that ſuperb ſeat of the Caliphs, 
which, in magnificence and wealth, vied with 
the ancient Babylon, there lived, in former 
ages, two citizens, whoſe induſtry che Prophet 


bleſſed, and who roſe to wealth by their un- 


ceaſing labours. The name of the one was 
Omri, that of the other was Raſſid. As they 
had all their lives been neighbours, they were 
to each other objects of conſtant emulation; in 
fo much, that Qmri thought himſelf poor, if Raſ- 


ſid poſſeſſed a ſequin more than himſelf, and 


Raſſid redoubled his efforts to grow rich, when- 


ever his ſtore was exceeded by that of Omri. 


In a word, the happineſs of thoſe two men de- 
pended intirely upon a mutual compariſon * of 
their 
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their cireumſtances; and throngh all the event: 
of life, they kept a conſtant eye upon each o- 
ther. Many years did not paſs before Omri 
took a wife; and, Raſſid ſceing his neighbour 
married, reſolved not to remain ſingle. - Omei 
had eſpouſed Arpaſia, the eee dae Hiſpal, 1 
whoſe beauty was of a brightneſs that might 
raiſe deſire. in the commander of the Tait ful. 
The ringlets of her hair equalled the ebony in 
blackneſs; in her eyes, which were of the ſame 
colour, mildneſs was blended with luſtre; and 
when the f ſpoke, the hearer was delighted, and 
every word ſhe, uttered conveyed. pleaſure to 
his heart. When Raſſid beheld the beauty of 
Arpaſia, he repined to ſee his neighbour. 205 
ſeſſed of ſuch a jewel; he, for the firſt time, 
felt a want that had been unknown to him be- 
fore, and began to wiſh he had an amiable 
companion for life. He caſt his eyes upon Seli- 
ma, the daughter of Saadi Haſſan, whoſe charms 
even ſurpaſſed thoſe of Arpaſia ; and if Raſſid was 
happy in the poſſeſſion of beauty, his happi- 
neſs was greatly enhanced by the reflection, 
that Selima outſhone the wife of his neighbour: 
The happineſs of Omri diminiſhed in pro- 
portion as chat of Raſſid encreaſed; for his 
neighbour' s felicity was as it were a glaſs, in 
- which he contemplated his own. The warmth 
of his paſſion. for Arpaſia continued, indeed, 
unabated, and in his eyes her charms, ſeemed 
to ſurpaſs. thoſe of Selima, and. even to equal 
thole of the houries, in Whoſe embraces the 
Faithful are bleſſed in paradiſe: but as all thoſe | 
who. lived in the neighbourhood, extolled the 
. | 5 charms 
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charms of Selima above thoſe of n he 
thought his happineſs imperfect, and his bliſs 
was impaired by compariſon.” Twelve moons. 
had not paſſed before a ſon was born to Oriirt ; 
his birth was celebrated with great rejofcings, 3 
and the ſcale” of Raſſid'g Happineſs began to 
_ as ſoon as that of Omei aroſe.” He every 
y importuned Allah and his holy Prophet 
W to grant him à fo; hüt Selima conti- 
nued barren; and Raſſid, though he tenderly 
loved his wife, could not be happy © whillt hea⸗ 
ven refuſed to crown his love, by granting. 
him the offspring he wifhed for. But his dii- 
content fwelled beyond all bounds; when, with 
the next revolying year, à daughter was born 
to Omri, - whoſe' infant charms promiſed one 


day to equal thoſe of ' Arpaſia, and who was 


the darling of her father and mother. He in- 
wardly repined at the diſpenſations of Heaven, 
and could ſcaree — to utter blaſphemous 
expreſſions againſt Allah, and againſt hi s holy 
Prophet Mabhomet. His prayers — 
heard at length, and Selima was delivered of 


a ſon ; but his birth was a fource of aſſtiction, „ 


and not of joy, to his parents. The infa 
ſeemed to be an outcaſt of nature; his defor- 
mity ſhocked thofe who gave him birth; aud 
his fickly een gave them conſtant un- 
eaſineſs. _ 4 ene 
Raſſid now Mareen at Wee fol Raus — 
ing his prayers, and Allah appeared to him as- 
unjuſt in giving, as in withholding what he de- 
fired. His impious diſcontent ſoon met with 
further puniſhment. Selima was, the year fol- 
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lowing, delivered of a daughter, whoſe bodily 
defects equalled, or rather ſurpaſſed: thoſe of 
her brother. The unhappy. parents often 
wiſhed in ſecret for the death: of their children, 
and their affliction was encreaſed by beholding 
the brilliant beauty and rare accompliſhments of 
Omri's ſon and daughter. Omri and Arpaſia, 
on the other hand, exulted in the excellencies 
of their offspring, and their triumph was-great- 
ly heightened by comparing their own children 
with thoſe of their neighbours. _ 
Almannor, the ſon of Raſſid, and his alter 
Zelis, were grieved at beholding the coldneſs 
and indifference with which they were treated 
by their parents; they were not conſcious, of 
having done any thing to incur their diſplea - 
ſure, and they could not, without ſorrow, ſee 
their dutiful attachment returned with neglect. 
They, however, found ſome conſolation in the. 
company of each other; and Almannor's ten- 
derneſs for Zelis was ſome. alleviation. to what 
ſhe. ſuffered, both from her bodily infirmities, 
and the unkindneſs of her parents; whilſt the 
affection of Zelis for her brother, enabled him, 
in ſome meaſure, to ſupport the weight of evil 
under which he groaned. Vet a ſtate of mi- 
rigated miſery was the moſt that theſe unhap- 
py children could boaſt, whilſt Amram and 
Zeneide, the ſon and daughter of Omri, were 
poſſeſſed of a felicity which excited the envy 
or admiration of all who knew them. But 
proſperity endures only for a time, and the 
brighteſt days of Joys. are ſucceeded oh mourn · 
ing 5005 ſorrow. r 
. The | 
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The angel- who ſends. evil upon mortals, had 
long beheld with regret, the continued happi- 


neſs of Omri and his family; he reſolved there- 
fore to ſhed his baleful influence upon them, 
and make them ſuffer their ſhare of miſery: - 


and evil. By merchandiſe, Omri had amal-- 


{ed the wealth he was poſſeſſed of; with. every 
wind there arrived. veſſels from all the ports of, 


the, Eaſt, in the cargoes of which he poſſeſſed. 
a ſhare. * The angel of evil, therefore, en- 
vious of the proſperity of Omri, raiſed: a ſtorm 


in the air, hy which many of his yeſſels were 


caſt away, and Omri was on a ſudden reduced. 
to a ſtate. of indigence, which almoſt obliter-- 


ated the memory of the affluence he before : 
enjoyed. Had his ſufferings been confined to- * 


himſelf, he might have borne them wirh con 
ſtancy and reſolution; but when he ſaw his be- 
loved wife Arpaſia, and Amram and Zeneide, 
his children, whoſe: happineſs- was more pre- 


cious to him than his own, involved! in the- 
ſame miſery, he found his anguiſh teo ſevere: 
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to be borne, and he ſunk beneath a weight of; 


ſorrow. But his affliction was, greatly encreaſ- 
ed, when he. caſt; an eye upon Raſlid and his. 
family, and ſaw. them bleſſed with affluenee and 


wealth. He could not bear the thoughts of 


reſiding. any longer at Bagdad, where, he had: 


been an object of envy to all who knew him; 
and he reſolved to. retire to Balſora, and there, 
by labour and induſtry, endeavour: to ꝑrocure 
a; "abc for himſelf and his familys His) 


employment was to make up bales of merchan-- 
_ and cuuty them aboard veſſels that lay im 
„„ - the 


E the port of Balfo 


"WES 


\ 
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ra; and at other times to un- 
load 8 veſſels that arrived, and carry the bales 
to the ſtore-houſe. He was hired to do this 
drudgery by Zadoe, a Jewiſh merchant, - whoſe 
ayarice ſeemed to encreaſe with his wealth. 
Thus had Omri the mortification- to find him- 
ſelf become the menial ſervant of one, with 
whom he could formerly have vied i in riches 
| and opulence. 

Amram, the ſon of Omei,: ſhared: with his 
father in this laborious and wretched oecupa - 
tion; and by their unwearied diligenee, they 
earned wherewithal to procure the bare necei- 
ſaries of life for themſelves, as well as for Ar- 
paſia and Zeneide. Omri, though reduced 
thus low, ſtil retained ſome remains of hope, 
when he contemplated the perfections of his 
ſon and daughter, which the ſtrokes of adyerſe 
fortune could not impair. - The brightneſs of 
their beauty, and their ſhining qualifications, 
would, he thought, ſoon raiſe them from ob- 
ſcurity ; and herein he was not deceived: but 
the angel of evil found means to make thoſe 

very perfections, in which he placed his wares 
Hidence, the occaſion of the ruin of both. 
Amram happened one day to recreate hims- . 
ſelf after his toil, 'by taking a walk with his 
fiſter Zeneide, in one of the ſquares of Bal- 
fora, where rows of palm-trees formed a plea- 
ſing ſhade on each ſide of a verdant plain, and 
delighted the eye with the beanties of nature; 
to vie with which, art had laviſhed all its orna- 
ments on the ſuderb palaces, which they ſereen- 
« _ the ONE rays of the ſun. The 

Pleaſure 
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fleaſure which Amram and Ze 

contemplating the noble piles of building be- 
fore them, and the ſerene beauties of the even- 
ing, was ſoon interrupted: they were ſeised 
ſuddenly” by a band of armed men, whis; a- 
ving blindfolded their eyes, conducted them 


through à variety of paſſages to the viziers 
ſeraglio, Which was not far diſtant from the 


ſquare. They were there lodged in different 

apartments, and their being ſeparated from 
each other, filled their minds with inquietude; 
whilſt the magnificence that ſurrounded then, ; 
and the reſpect ſhown: them by numerous at- 

rendants, who ſerved them with che utmoſt of- 
ficiouſneſs, made ſuch a contraſt with the ab- 
jet ſtate in which they had for ſome time li- 
ved, that they almoſt tliought themſelves un- 
der the influence of enchautment. They were 


cloathed with the richeſt raiment' which the | 


wardrobes of the vizier could afford; their eyes 
were dazzled by the golden wile! beſet with 
oems, which glittered before them; lamps fed 
with naphta and aſphalthis yielded chem light; 
and their hearing was ann, Wan, a moſt de- 
lightful ſymphony : 

In the morning, Zeneide Was bring de 
fore the vizier Ekbar-Ogluff: he was ſtruck with 
ſurpriſe at the firſt view of her charms; his ſur- 
priſe was quickly ſncceeded by love, and ſhe - 
ſoon became the miſtreſs 'of his heart. 'The 
other women of the ſeraglio, and, above all, 
Zoraide, who, till then, held the firſt place'in 
the favour of EKkbar-Ogluff, inwardly pined 
with envy and diſcontent to ſee their fainter 
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charms eclipſed by thoſe of Zeneide; but then 
concealed their ſecret jealouſy wirh enn 
of affected complaiſance. 
1 Ekbar-Ogluff, having thus beſtowed, his af. 
fections upon Zeneide, could not neglect her 
brother Amram, who had qualities ſufficient, 
to excite. his eſteem, even if the charms of 
Zeneide had not pleaded in his behalf. He 
made him the chief of his domeſties, and every 
day ſhowed him new marks of diſtinction. 
Amram and Zeneide, in their exalted ſtate, 
did not forget their father Omri; they ſpoke of 
him to their benefactor land Omri was brought 
to the palace of the vizier, where a maghnifi- 
cent apartment was aſſigned him, and he Was 
treated with a deference. which ſhewed the high: 
regard that Ogluff had for his ſon and daugh- 
ter. Thus was Omri again raiſed to a ſtate of 
felicity, which ſoon made him forget his for? 
mer ſufferings; and his happineſs would have 
been completed, had but Raſſid been preſent, 
to be a witneſs of his exaltation. In this cir- 
cumſtance he was indulged like wiſe : the plague 
having broke out at Bagdad; Raſhid, with his: 
family, came to ſettle at Balſora, and were 
ſtruck with ſurpriſe, at ſeeing their former 
neighbours raiſed to à ſtation, which, for gran- 
deur, equalled their former debaſement. The 
force of habit made Raſſid and Selima, com- 
pare their own circumſtances with thoſe of the 
family of Omri; and though they had never, 
like them, been reduced to a ſtate of indigence 
and er ey found, from: compariſon,, 


reaſon: 


0 ORIENTAL. TALES. —_— 


reaſon to repine at their own fate, and to r 5 


that of their neighbours. | 

Selima never caſt her eye upon 1 defor- . 
mity of her daughter Zelis, without feeling the 
moſt poignant grief, and was tormented with 
envy, . eee ſhe: reflected upon the happi- 


neſs of Arpaſia, whoſe daughter Zeneide, had 
charms which could engage the affections of a 
vizier. Raſſid was equally mortified when he 


contemplated the imperfections of his ſon Al- 
mannor, with which the genius and uncommon 
perſonal beauty of Amram made a ſtriking 
contraſt. In fine, neither father nor mother 
took any delight in their offspring; they thought, 


that without external beauty, life was in vain 
beſtowed by heaven, and often wiſhed that the 


angel of death might remove from their ſight, 
a ſon and daughter, whoſe defects were a con- 
ſtant ſource of uneaſineſs to them. The un- 
happy children could not but feel the unkind»! 
neſs of their parents; but their mutual tender- 
neſs for each other continued unabated. This 
was a great alleviation to their unhappineſs; 8 
and, by a conſtant ſtudy of the koran, and 
meditating upon its divine precepts, they learn- 
ed to be content with their lot; and, whilſt. 
their parents were conſtantly repining at their 
want of beauty, acquieſced in the will of the 
ſupreme Allah, and ſutmittad Gen van | 
to his ordinance... 3 

Raſſid and — — comtinned to repine at the 
decrees of Heaven, and thought fate had been 
as ſevere to them, as it had been kind to Om 


ri and his family; 3 but A few revolving. moons: 


ſhowed, 
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ſhowed, that mortals are unable to form A 
neis, and that Allah favours them moſt hiphly 
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judgment of that which conſtitutes their happi- 


When he refuſes to grant their prayers. The 
vindictive Zoraide felt the ſtrongeſt pangs of jea- 


lous rage to ſee Zeneide become the vizier's fa - 


vourite miſtreſs; and her furious reſentment roſe 


to ſuch a pitch, that ſhe formed the cruel re- 
ina of deſtroying her rival by poiſon. 


This inhuman purpoſe was eafy for her to ear- 
ry into execution. Vavaſſor, the chief of the 


eynuchs, was devoted to her intereſt, and hay- 
ing grown old in the feraglio, could not but be 
verſed in all its various myſteries of iniquity. 
He prepared for \Zeneide à poiſon ſo ſubtile, 
that its effect was inſtantaneous: Zeneide fell 


2 fim to jealouſy, and the vizier was incon- 
ſolable for her loſs. The affliction of her un- 
happy father was equal to that, of her lover; 
but the misfortunes of his family were not yet 


at an end. The vizier Ogluff was, ſoon after the 


death of Zeneide, ſent for to Bagdad by the 
| Caliph; at his departure, he left the care of 
his domeſtic affairs to Amram, whom, as the 


brother of Zeneide, he Feen to: his has 


ancient ſervants. rien! 
The bloody Zoraide, Who bot beidem fi 


Amram, when the vizier was at Balſora, ha» 
ving frequent opportunities of ſeeing him while 


he ſuperintended the houſehold of Ogluff in 


his abſence, conceived for him a paſſion as 


ſtrong as her hatred for his ſiſter. As ſhe was 
bent upon the gratification of all her deſires, 
5 made ſuch open advances to Amram, e 
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ments for him 3 but though he was ignorant of 
her being the murthereſs of his beloved iter 
Zeneide, he had an antpathy for her, of which 
he did not know the reaſon, and returned all 


her proffered love with: fcorn and diſdain; The 


furious Toraide, ſeeing herſelf neglected by 


Amram, reſolved to deſtroy the man who re- 
fuſed. to be ſubſer vient to her pleafures; and 
to gratify her deſire of revenge, when her 
luſt was diſappointed. It was not hard for her 
to compafs her deſign; the anciem domeſtics 
of the vizier were difcontenre at ſeeing Amram 
raiſed over them, and, readily liſtening to her 
ſuggeſtions, formed a party againſt him. Thefe, 
having watched their opportunity, fell upon 
Amram one night in an avenue of the palace; 
and though he defended: himfelf with great re- 
ſolution, he at laſt was overpowered by num- 
bers, and fell ar the feet of his N cover- | 
ed from head to foor with wounds. | 
Thus did Amram and Zeneide owe thieif . 
ſtruction to that beauty, which their parents 


thought the choiceſt gift of Heaven, whilſt the mw 
children of Raſhid . Selima were, by their 


happy deformity, ſecured from the ſtrokes of 
fate. The eyes of their parents were now o- 


pened by the calamities which befel the family 


of their neighbour ; they no longer withheld 

their affection from their children, nor repined 

at the diſpenſations of Providence, but ac- 

knowledged that Allah alone knows What is 

really for the good of men. The plague being 

oer, they returned to Bagdad, where Bel 
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lived in à ſtate of uninterrupted happineſs'dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives; and Raſſid 
cauſed to be wrote in letters of gold over his 
gate; Oh mortals! when you pray to Al. 
< lab, guard againſt the ſuggeſtions of your 


- BE 


718 60 hearts; what you deſire moſt ardently, may 


4 turn to your bane, and your happineſs may 


&& reſult from the circumſtances that excite your 


£ ſtrongeſt abhorrence. The true nature of 
& good and evil is known only to Allah and 
6, "ba holy prophet Mahomet, who are fome- 
< times merciful in rejecting your prayers.” - 
Theſe words excited the curioſity of all the 
chabirants of Bagdad; and the Caliph having 
received information of them, ſent for Raſſid, 


and enquired into the reafon of his cauſing | 


theſe words to be wrote over his gate. Raflid 
having diſcovered his motive to the Caliph, 
that prince ſent for Almannor and Zelis to 
court, and every day beſtowed upon them new 


marks of his favour. Thus did the deformity 


of theſe, in the end, raiſe them to a more exalt- 
ed ſtation, than Amram and Zeneide had at- 


tained to by their SR and ſhining e 


tions. 617 
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Losen Salmanazor, and Haly, were e⸗ 


ſteemed, in the noted province of Circaſſia, 


for their great {kill in the er of healing, 
About the fourteenth eee | 


| Ibrahim 


Re p 
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Ibrahim was the h happy diſcoverer of inocu- 
lation. —He was a 5 acute botaniſt, and 
had formerly been employed in the baſhaw's 6. 
gardens, to improve the Eſculapian arts nt in 
great vogue among the Circaſſians. 

There happened about this time, a wade 
tial malady to break out among the fair Circaſ- 
fans, who, for their beauty, were, at this æra, 
ſelected by the grand ſignior, and other of his 
governors, to be the moſt reſpectable miſtreſſes 
in the harams and ſeraglio. 

The diſorder was epidemic, and ee 
by an extraordinary eruption on the ſkin, fœ- 
tid, and purulent, now ROWS: to us wo . 


name of the ſmall- po... 


- Theſe variolæ, as they. were Is were a- 
u and ſeveral of the deputed fair were 
brought to the ſeraglios, very much deformed 


by the indentures of the pock, which at firſt 


15 
* 


( 


ſeemed a kind of inſult to the reſpective gover- 


nors and baſhaws, to. whom the Eee were al- 
lotteds +735} 

On this occaſion; RE P42 were publiſhed, of: 
fering high rewards and honours to any phyſi- 
cian who ſhould diſcover an effectual e for 
the diſorder. _ 

— Amongſt the reſt, Ibrahim, maſter — 
in the botanic department, thought of a hap- 
py expedient, which occurred to him as he was 
inoculating ſome young trees. He ſuppoſed 
that the purulent matter ſo much complained 


of among the Circaſſians, might, from a heal» 


thy ſtock, be transferred to perſons not yet in- 
fected, and thus, by previous preparatives, 
K * 
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might prove a ſtrong alterative on the craſis of | 


the blood, during the proceſs of the diſorder. 

Tar water, thought to be firſt advanced by the 
famous Berkley, biſhop of Cloyne, had been 
conſtantly applied by Ibrahim, preparatory to 
transferring the infection, which edulcorated the 


and to throw it out on the Kin wich mbre: 
yn and expedition. | 


He firſt tried the experiment 3 of his b 
| own children, ſtill taking care to enquire into 


the health ad « condition of the rad 
from which he took and 3 the infec- 
tion; his children recovered with very little 
e and ſmall akeration on the ſkin. He 


then defired leave from his maſter to try the 
experiment on criminals; thence it was repeat- - 
ed on the Hoſpitals and lazarettos. The fue - 


ceſs was amazing; and he found by a diary, 
that ſcarcely three in one hundred failed to be 
cured in the artificial inoculation ; whereas, in 
the oppoſite column, thirty in the hundred 


ſcarcely eſcaped, either death or Aeeee rg in 


the natural contagion. 


This brought on ſo happy a b on hb 


perſons and conſtitutions of the Circaflians, 


that Ibrahim got leave to practiſe at diſcretion; | 


and in the procedure, he removed the calami- 


tous complaint, and, in a great meaſure, faved 


the lives of: thanfands.- He was thus intitled 


to the high honours and profits offered in the 
edicts, which raiſed him to tlie envy and ad- 


miration of the contemporary phyſicians. 


Salmanazar | 


blood, and rendered it the more adapted to 
take the inoculated. pus, with greater — 4 5 


3 
pus, 


LA — comme. a « 


* 
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minent in ad art of * ama to 9 
him on the occaſion, deſiring a conference with. 
him on the manual application in general, ſtill 


covering; their envy, which is a degree of ad- 
miration, under the veil of eſteem for his ex- 


traordinary talents. Ibrahim mei chem at the 
place and hour appointed, and they. argued on 
every topic of inciſion, amputarion, aud many 


other branches, with learning and agreeable . 
converfe. They then fecretly agreed to make 


an experiment on themfelves, to prove their 


{ll in the art of furgery. Haly drew out an 


amputation-knife, and cut off his own arm. 
Salmanazar bored out his own eye with a pro- 


per inſtrument. And Ibrahim, who was more 


hardy, ripped up his belly, from thence took 
out his bowels, and fewed up the wound. 
then ordered a veſſel to be brought, 
e the parts fo taken from each ſhould be 

y dy depoſited, till rhe next day, when they 
ſhould meet at the ſame place, and relate to 


each other any thing extraordinary which 


ſhould happen to them on their being deprived: 
of thoſe parts. Thus, having applied proper 
balſams to the injured places, they took leave 


of each other, and gave the veſſel, with too 
little caution, to a ſervant-maid, to Be kept 


ſafe till they ſhould meet again. The fervant, 
in amaze, who had been an eye - witneſs of the 


whole tranſaction, gave the veſſel to her miſ- 


treſs, relating what ſhe had ſeen and heard; 
but the dane ordered the parts (through. 
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an dere ien curioſity) to be thrown down to 
the hogs, which ſoon devoured: them. 

The arm, the eye, and the . benz 
<ranched: up by theſe animals, the miſtreſs ſaid 
to her ſeryant, © I'll try to practiſe on the ſur- 
< geons myſelf;” and immediately ordered the 
ſervant to kill the cat, and take out the eye of 
that creature.—It happened at the time, that 
there was a man hung on the gibbet for rob- 
bery, from whom they cut off the arm, and 
then took out the bowels of one of the hogs, 
and depoſited all theſe in a veſſel till the ſur- 
geons arrived; who meeting each othet on the 
enſuing day, in good health, immediately pro- 
poſed to return che parts into their rep 
e, 175; 1 

Haly, with che greateſt dexterity, reſtored to 
his ſide the arm of the robber. Salmanazar 
put the eye of the cat into the vacant ſocket ; 
and Ibrahim, opening the inciſion, put, with 
great calmneſs and compoſure, the hog's 
paunch within his own belly. They next agreed 
to part, reſolving again to meet one another, 

and relate any thing extraordinary which might 
fall out, at that day twelvemonth. They ac- . 
cordingly met on the day appointed; and Ha- ; 
ly thus began: 2 
„ Oh! Ibrahim, and Salmanazar, hear TY 19 
„ aſtoniſhment what an amazing change has 
happened to your brother Haly, fince the 
cc amputation. Within the ſpace of twelve 
„ months, I could never refrain from ſtealing 
F every thing that came in my way: my hand 
« has been in a thouſand Pockets, and Wee 
** 
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« ſaved. me from the gallows.“ 


ce No leſs ſurprifing has been the alteration | 
« in me,” ' replied Salmanazar ; for ſince 1 put 


« my eye into its place, F have done nothing 


« but watch all the night, and catch rats and 


« mice; 1 have haunted all the barns and out- 
+ houſes of my neighbours, who thought me 
« out of my lenſes, as indeed L was in one: 
4 feniſe.””” ; 

« Indeed „ fays Ibrahim, « my fare dds been: 


more nauſequs than either of yours; for, Ike 


« a fow, Ih ve wallowed in every mire, tock. 


Þ A delight i in cating excrements,. and in fre- 


« quenting every vault and lirtle-houſe which E 
« approached.” We muſt be contented. 


« with our lot,“ ſays Haly; “ but we have cer 


„ tainly engrafted on ourſelves the arm of a 
« thief, the eye of a cat, and the paun- 
6 bog, inſtead of A 
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— bukabis, which riſes on the eaſt of Mec- 
ca, and overlooks-the city, found, one eyening, 


a man ſitting penſive and alone, within a few 


paces of his cell. Omar regarded him with at. 


tention, and perceived that his looks were wild 
| and haggard, and that his body was feeble and 


emaciated: the man alſo ſeemed to gaze ſted- 


faſtly on Omar; but ſuch was the. abſtraction 
of his mind, that his eye did not immediately | 
take cognizance of its object: in the moment 
of recollection, he ſtarted as from a dream, he 


covered his face in confuſion, and bowed him- 


ſelf to the ground. Son of affliction, ſaid 


Omar, .** who art thou, and what is thy diſ- 


„ treſs ? “ My name, replied the ſtranger, 
44 


e is Haſſan, and I am a native of this city: the 
angel of adverſity has laid, his hand: upon 
« me; and the wretch whom thine eye com- 


6 paſſionates, thou canſt not deliver.” << To. 


« deliver thee,” ſaid Omar, belongs to Him: 


enly, from whom we ſhould receive with 
humility. both good and. evil: yet hide not 
thy life from me; for the burthen which L 
cannot remove, I may at leaſt enable thee to 
te ſuſtain,” Haſſan fixed his eyes upon the 
| 7 þ ground; 
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ground, and remained ſometime 1 then 
fetching a deep ſigh, he looked up at che her- 
mit, and thus complied with his requeſt. 
- ,* Ir is new ſix years, ſince our mighty lord 
the Caliph Almalic, whoſe. 2 be bleſſed, 
fFrſt came privately to worſhip in the tem- 
pie of the holy city. The bibſfings which 
he petitioned of the Prophet, as the Pro- 
; phet's vicegerent, he was diligent to diſpenſe : - 
- in the intervals of his devotion; therefore; 
be went about the city, relieving diſtreſs, and 
4 reſtraining oppreſſion: the widow ſmiled un- 
k der his protection, and the weakneſs of age 
1 and infancy was ſuſtained by his bounty. I, 
1 who dreaded no evil but ſickneſs, and ex- 
5 pected no good beyond the reward of my 
r labour, was ſinging at my work, when Al- 
4 malic entered my dwelling. '' He locke 
T 
1 


round with a ſmile of complacency ; ; Perun. 3 
ving, that though it was mean, it was nea 
and that though I was poor, 1 appeared o\ 
be content. As his habit was that. of a pil-.' * Ml 
' grim, I haſtened to receive him with ſuck -— © M0 
hoſpitality as was in my power; and mx WM 
chearfulneſs was rather increaſed than re- 
ſtrained by his preſence. After he had ac- 
cepted ſome coffee, he. aſked me many queſs | 
tions; and though, by my anſwers, I ak 
ways endeayoured to excite him to mirth, 
yet I perceived that he grew thoughtful, and 
eyed me with a placid. l but fixed attention. 
ſuſpected he had ſome knowledge of me; 
and therefore enquired his country and his 
name. + Haſlan,” faid he, © I have re 8 
e e 


1 
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« ed thy curioſity, and it ſhall be fatisfied : ke 
<. who now talks with thee is Almalic, the fo- 

2 vereign of the faithful, whoſe ſeat is the 
„ throne of Medina, and whoſe commiſſion is. 

« from above.” Theſe words ſtruck me dumb 

with aſtoniſhment, though I had ſome doubt 
of their truth; but Almalic, throwing back 

his garment, diſeovered the peculiarity of his 
veſt, and put the royal fignet upon his finger. 

I then ſtarted up, and was about to proſtrate - 
mytelf before him, but he prevented me- 
 - <- Haſfan,” faid he, & forbear; thou art great- 

„er than I, and from thee b have ar once de- 

<« rived humility and wiſdom.“ I anſwered, 

« Mock not thy fervant, who is but as a worm 

“before thee : life and death are in thy hand, 

and happineſs and miſery are the daughters 
of thy will.” < Haffan,” he replied, t can 

4 no otherwiſe give life or happineſs, than by: 

“ not taking them away: thou art thyſelf be- 

% yond the reach of my bounty, and poſſeſſed 

ce of a felicity which I can neither communi-- 

« cate nor obtain. 'My influence over others, 

«+ fills my boſom with perperual ſolicitude and: 

&, anxiety ; and yet my influence over others, 
extends only to their vices, whether I would: 

« reward or puniſh.. By the bow-ſtring, I can 

<« repreſs violence and fraud; and by the dele- 

“ gation of power, I can transfer the inſati- 

able wiſhes of avarice and ambition from one 

aobject to another: but with reſpect to vir- 

tue, I am impotent; if I could reward it, F 
4 wanld reward it in thee. Thou art content, 


« and baſt therefore neither avarice nor ambi- 
| We tion: 


« tion to exalt thee, would deſtroy: the ep. 
« city of thy life, and diminiſh that happineſs 
«© which I have no power, either to increaſe or 
ce continue.“ He then roſe up, and, command- 
ing me not to diſcloſe his ſecret, departed. 
As ſoon as I recovered from the conkabion 
and aſtoniſhment in which the Caliph left me, 
began to regret. that my behaviour had in- 


tercepted his bounty; and accuſed that cheer- 


fulneſs of folly, which was the concomitant of 
poverty and labour. I now repined at the ob- 
ſcurity of my ſtation, which my former inſen- 
ſibility had perpetuated; I negle&ed my labour, 
becauſe I deſpiſed the reward; I ſpent the oy. 
in idleneſs, forming romantic projects to reco- 


ver the advantages which 1 had loſt; and at 


night, inſtead. of loſing myſelf in that frog... 
and refreſhing; ſleep, from Wich 1 uſed to 1 


with new health, cheerfulneſs, and vigou 171 1 wn . 


dreamed of ſplendid habits and a numerous re 


tinue, of- gardens, palaces, eunuchs, and ” | 


men, and waked only to regret the illuſions 
that had vaniſhed. My health was at length 
impaired by the inquietude of my mind; I fold 
all my moveables for ſubſiſtence, and reſerved 
only a mattreſs, upon which 1 E r 
from one night to another.. 
< In the firſt moon of the eie vt the 
Caliph came again to Mecca, with the ſame 
ſecrecy, and for the fame purpoſes. He was 
willing once more. to ſee the man, whom he 
conſidered as deriving felicity from himſelf. 
But he found me, not ſinging at my work, 
rudy with health, and vivid * chene 
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bat pale and: depected, ſitting on 1he ground, 


and chewing opium, which; the moment he be- 
held me, was changed to a mixture of wonder 


and pity. I had often wiſhed for another op- 


portunity to addrefs the Cabph; yet was con- 


founded at his preſence, and, throwing myſelf 


at his feet, I laid my hand upon my head, and 


was ſpeechleſs. Haſſan,” faid he, what 
C canſt thou have loſt, whale wealth was the 


labour of thy own hand 2 and what can _ 
made thee fad, the ſpring of whoſe joy 
e in thy own boſom ? What evil hath: befallen 


©. thee? fpeak, and if 1 can remove it; thou 


4 art happy,. I was now encouraged to lock 
up ; and I replied, Let my lord forgive the 


<. preſumption of his ſervant, who, rather than 
utter a. falſhood, would be dumb for ever. 


c 
«< I am become wretched by the loſs of that 
&. 


which I never poffeſſed: thou haſt: raiſed 


 withes, which indeed I am not Worthy thou 


6 ſhauldſt ſatisfy; but why ſhould ir be — 5 
“ that he who was happy in obſcurity and in - 
* digence, would not have been rendered more 


% happy by eminence. and wealth ?? 
When I had finiſhed this ſpeech, Almalic 
© Hotd. ſome moments in ſuſpenſe, and I conti- 


nued proſtrate before him. Haflan,” faid 
he, & I perceive, not with indignation, Dus. - 
< regret, that I miſtook thy character; I now 


<« difcover avarice and ambition in thy heart, 
ory 


8 therefore, invelt thee with authority, becauſe 


I would not ſubject my people to oppreſſion, 
and becauſe 1 would: not be compelled to puniſh 


- | "Thee. 


which lay torpid only becauſe their objeAs 
were too remote to rouſe them. I cannot, 


of ORIENTAL radi. 1% & 
« thee for trimes, which I firſt enable 4 TEN to 
« commit. — I'have taken from thee that _— 
6 which] cannot reſtore, I will, ar leaſt,” gra- = 
the wiſhes which Texcited; left thy heart 
„ accuſe me ef injuſtice, and thou continue 
« ſtill a ſtranger to thyſeif. Ariſe, cherefore, 
<< and follow me. -I ſprung from the ground, 
as it were With the wings of an eagle I Kifl- 
ed the hem of his garment, in an ecſtacy f 
gratitude and joy; and when I went out of m² ä 
houſe, my heart leaped as if I had eſcaped from | 
the den of 'a lion. I followed Almatic to the 
caravanſera' iu which he lodged 3 and after he 
had fulfilled his vows, he took me with] him to 
Meding. He gave me an apartment in the'fe- = 
raglio; I was attended by his own ſer van 
my proviſions were ſent from his own cable; _ 
| and I received every week a ſum from his ew - 4 
ſury, which exceeded the moſt romantic of my 
expectations. But 1 ſoon diſcovered that no 
dainty was ſo taſteful, as. the! n to which la- 
bour procured an apperite; no fumbers ſo 
ſweet, as thoſe which a invited; and Joy ö 
no time ſo well enjoyed, as that in Which KR {0 
ligence is expecting ns reward. I remembered 
theſe enjoyments with regret; and while I was 
ſohing in the midſt of ſaperfluities, Which, 
though they incumbered life, yet 1 could not 
give up, they were ſuddenly taken away. 
% Almalic, in the midſt of the glory of his 
kingdom, and in the full vigour of his life, ex- 
pired ſuddenly in the bath: ſuch, thou know: 


eſt, was the deſtiny, which ns Almighty had 
written upon his head. 7 
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. was incenſed againſt me, by ſome who 
regarded me at once with contempt and envy : 


he ſuddenly withdrew my penſion, and com- 


manded that I ſhould be expelled the palace; 


a command which my enemies executed with 


ſo much rigour, that within twelve hours 1 
fdund myſelf in the ſtreets of Medina, indi- 
gent and friendleſs, expoſed to hunger and 
däeriſion, with all the habits of luxury, and all 
the {ſenſibility of pride. O! let not thy heart 


deſpiſe me, thou whom experience has not 
taught, that it is miſery to loſe that which it is 


15 not happineſs to poſſeſs. O! that for me, this 


leflon had not been written on the tablets of 


Providence! 1 have travelled from Medina to 


Mecca ; but I cannot fly from myſelf. How 


different : are the ſtates in which I have been 


placed! The remembrance. of both is bitter ; 
for the pleaſures of neither can return.“ — Haſ- 


_ fan having thus ended his ſtory, ſmote his hands 


together, and, looking upward, burſt into tears. 
Omar, having waited till this agony was 


paſt, went to him, and, taking him by the 
1 „My ſon,” ſaid he, © more is yet in 
„ thy power than Almalic could give, or Au- 


e bubekir take away. The leſſon of thy life 


e the prophet has th one appointed me to 


& explain. 

Thou waſt once content with poverty 2nd 
<« labour, only becauſe they were become ha- 
« bitual, and eaſe and affluence were placed 


6 beyond thy hopes; for when eaſe and afflu- 


< ence approached thee, thou | waſt content 
| - 66 with ö 
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cc wi poverty and labour no more. That 
which then became the object, was alſo the 


A 
oy 


e bound of thy hope; and bes wboſe utmoſt 
mu inevitably be _ 


« hope is diſappointed, | 


ce wretched. | 


n chy ſupreme ee che delights 
« of paradiſe, and thou hadſt believed, that, a 
« the tenor of thy life, theſe delights had been 
« fecured, as more could not have been given 
« thee, thou wouldſt not have regreted that _ 
„ leſs: was not offered. The content which 
„was once enjoyed, was but the lethargy of 
« the ſoul; and the diſtreſs which is now fuf- 
« fered, will but quicken. i it into action. De- 
« part, therefore, and be thankful for all things: 
« put thy truſt in Him, who alone can 1 
che wiſh of reaſon, and ſatisfy thy ſoul win 
e good: fix thy hope upon that portion, in 
«© compariſon of which the world is as the drop 
« of the bucker, and the duſt of the balance. 
„Return, my ſon, to thy labour; thy food 


4 


ey 


„ ſhall be again taſteful, and thy reſt. all be. 5 5 


mY 


« ſweet:” to thy content alſo will be added ſta- 


bility, when it depends not upon that which 


< ispoſſefſed upon earth, but upon that unieh! * 
expected in heaven. 

Haſſan, upon whoſe mind the 21 1 we in- 
ß pos 1 the: Ge of — Haf- 


the ralihlice of: any morning : the "tug to 
his labour with nm, his devotion be- 
came fervent and habithal; and the latter days 
of Haſſan were ä chan che © firſt, 85 5 
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ty, to which devout pilgrims repair in crouds, 


to offer up their prayers upon the tomb of the 
holy Prophet, who to the inhabitants of the 
Eaſt declared the will of God with the words 


of authority, dwelt Abdalzar, called in his vil- 
lage the Rich, becauſe he in wealth ſurpaſſed all 
the 1 of that little diſtrict. Abdal- 


| ar had been by his father, who was 2 pbyſi- 


cian, and had, by practiſing the healing art, 


acquired the riches which he left to his ſon, in- 
ſtructed in aſtronomy, aſtrology, phyſic and 0- 
ther branches of learning; of which he had a 
knowledge ſufficient to amuſe his leiſure hours, 
and to furniſh him with an agreeable occupa- 
tion in thoſe moments which, with: moſt of the 
rich, are ſhortened by the diſſipation of diſſo- 
lute pleaſures, or rendered long and tedious we. 
. corrodings of care and anxiety. i 
Abdalzar had paſſions as murhubant as other 
men; but being remote from the objects which 


excite deſire, or ſtimulate ambition, he. appear- 
ed to others, and he thought himſelf diſpafſion- 


ate, and, by philoſophy, raiſed above inquie- 


tudes, which ruffle the minds of men, and e- 
motions which hurry them away. Meditation 
and ſtudy entirely engroſſed him; and though 


be made no diſcoveries I in ſcience, his mind was 
| ee 


of ORIENTAL TALES. TY 
ſufficiently delighted with the comemplation of - 


| thoſe: already made. F 1 1 


In this manner the life Ei Abdalzar edited on. 
for ſeveral years; each day was an image of | 
the foregoing. Study and recreation were his 


only buſineſs. He was free from avocations 


that ſuſpend; and interruptions that confuſe. the 


attention. But repetition at length gave riſe to 


diſguſt; and, to purſue ſtudies calculated to pro- 
mote the good of ſociety in the tranquillity of 
ſolitude, appeared to be inconſiſtent with the 
dictates of reaſon and philoſophy. To what 
purpoſe, ſaid he, have I ſtored my me- 


« mory, with the various precepts of morahty, 


« and examined all their ſubtle diſquiſitions con- 
« cerning virtue, if Ilive ſecluded from ſociety, 
„where only they can be made a practical uſe 
te of? what end does my knowledge in ſimples, 
* or my {kill in phyſic anſwer, if none reap any 
« benefit from it? Every. art and ſcience has 
« ſome reference to ſociety, and, when cultivat- 
ed by the cloiſtered hermit, is uſeleſs. . I wilt 
« ſtraight: repair to Grand Cairo, where the 
multitude of inhabitants, and variety of oc- 

cupations, will afford means of every day di- 
verſifying the ſcene of life, and ſupply op- 

portunities of applying to the purpoſes of 


< life, the knowledge which 1 have acquired | 


„ jn retirement.“ 
Abdalzar had no Soner 1 1 SLED 
tion, than he ſer out for Grand Cairo, and, in 
a ſhort time, arrived in that metrepolis. At 
entering it, he was ſtruck with admiration at the 
rom with which the ſtreets ſwarmed, and the 
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great diverſity of trades an callings, Which 
the real wants of human nature, or the 1 imagi- 
_ nary neceſſities ſuggeſted by fancy and c 

bad multiplied almoſt to infir Fg 


Abdalzar being ſettled at ire: 288181 it + his 


"lt endeavour to become connected with the 


men eminent for their talents or learning, think: 


Ing that he could not better improve his acquir 
ed knowledge, chan by grafting upon it, the 


_ Ideascommunicated by others. He was not at all 
at a loſs to make acquaintance among the learned: 
4 thoſe who have cultivated the ſciences take 


pleaſure in making a parade of their Know- 
| ledge; and, to be diſtinguiſtied as more k 
ing than orhers, is often the chief motive that 


excites to ſtudy. Omlac, a a renowned alchymiſt, 
was the firſt who engaged his attention: by 
tranſmutation he could perform ſurpriſing feats; 


and he every day expected to poſſeſs himſelf, of 
Solomon's ſeal and the philoſopher's ſtone. 
With this man Abdalzar the Arabian frequent- 


ly converſed.”: He could not but admire: the 


fluency with which he talked upon the moſt ab- 


ſtruſe ſubjects; and the. obſcurity. with which 
he expreſſed: himſelf, contributed to increaſe 


Abdalzar's admiration of his k knowledge. He 


declared that he was then in the 2 5th year of 


his age; that he had protracted his life to that 


period by the ſecrets of his art, and doubted 


not, but that by compleating the great work, 


he ſhould be able to make man immortal. Ab- 


dalzar thought ſo extraordinary a perſonage 


could not be too much culdratedy he e 
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order to enable him to 80 on with the great 


work. Theſe he promiſed to repay, by We. 


ſures, inexhauſtible as the ſources of the Nile. 

While. Abdalzat indulged: thele' ity 
dreams, Omlac on à ſudden departe 
Cairo; and the former Was highl 
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folders | ) 
hl "mortified is 
diſcover, that he 2 5 been impoſed upon by a2 


a attention to 4 diſcourſe, and chenfapplicd! . 
him with: conſiderable fums of money, which, Ws 
the alchymilt. told Him, he Had occabion for, in 


cheat, who lived b ring. himſelf of the 
folly of credulity. Aba 9 5 ot Dom not” | 
gm > 


fo un juſt, 2s to form a ent of men o 


kan from the ill 13005 f one. He en IT 
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deavoured to procure. a connection 


with other 
men eminent for their {kill in the ſciences; and 
ſoon became acquainted With che aftrologer” 


Effendi. Effendi was an aſtronomer whoſe i- 


magination could tread the Her fail the Kies :: 24 : Pr 2 


he could point out where ever 
deſcended; and. calculate eka 


when the Tuminaries't of 7 heaven Sore! 6 5 phi 0 
ſerved.. But be did not ſtop there. He. pe- 


netrated the regions of futurity; and, by the 
aid of judicial aſtrology, foretold- events, 8 


ven when they lay hid in the womb of time- 
Crouds repaired to him every day, to: conſul: | 
him with regard to the reſult of à law-ſuit,, 


the cure of a diſcaſe, or the ſucceſs of a: 


ſcheme in buſineſs; and his anſwers ſo often 
proved  prophetic,. that his reputation: was 


ſpread. all: over. Egypt. Abdalzar was more 


delighted' with the converſation of the; aſtrolo- 


ger, than he had been. with” that of the by 
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4 * I 8 * p leatute contemplated. 'objeds a 
19 diſtant a8 t ic | bodies, and was cu- EW t 
rious to know their motions and ſituations; for 
that very reaſon, becauſe they were at ſo great 
2 diſtance. | The ſame curioſity that makes 
men be curious of knowing whatever relates 
10 Princes, and men in elevated ſtations, firſt 
gave birth to aſtronomy. If the ſtars were 
not raiſed fo high above our ſphere, we ſhould 
be quite indifferent about them. During Ab- 
dakar's connection with the altyologer Effendi, 
the latter once boaſted of the certaint of bis 
ſeience, in terms that che former thought ra- 
ther too arrogant: Nc expreſſed | ſome doubt, 
that as Effendi generally made an approach to 
truth in his prediction ſo he might ſometimes 
deviate from it; me that ſtrong conjecture, 
not abſolute certainty, was the baſis of aſtro- 
logical anticipations of futurity. Incenſed at 
this, Effendi made a prediction, which was to, be 
the criterion of the certitude” of his art. He 
foretold, that tlie ſultan. of Egypt ſhould die in 
the ſpace of fifteen months. Abdalzar aſſured 
Effendi, that fuch a prediction being verified, 
would baniſh all his doubts concerning che cer · 
titude of aſtrology, and waited with impa: 
tience for the approach of that day that Was 
to decide ſo important a queſtion. The day 
came, but tlie prediction was not fulfilled. 
The ſultan did not die at the time the aſtrolo- 
ger had fixed, but, which ſomewhat ſurprized 
and affected Abdalzar, Effendi himſelf, was 


vuatched away 1 4 on the very days 
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which, accordin 8 to him, W. 


eing all the ſciences, as precarious and uncer - 
tain, when he recollected that he had never 


„ ed on the vanity or avarice of men, and 


ag: ORIENTAL ALS. 117 AM 
s to prove fatal 8 | 


the ſultan. LP . 
Abdalzar, Wvinced" by this. of the vanity 
of aſtrology, was upon the point of renoun- 


attached himſelf to morality, , the ſcience * 

which men are moſt intereſted. Donbtleſs,”? 

fn he to himſelf, © I have hitherto, made a 

bad choice. 1 have been unſucceſsful in 1 . 
purſuit of knowledge, becauſe I have hi- 

66 thts turned my attention to ſciences. found- _ 


8 


C 


« have neglected that 2 points out the 
« path to true happineſs, b by delivering te 
e . precepts of wiſdom.” Abdalzar, therefore, 
in order to retrieve loſt time, 'frequented the 
lectures of a philoſopher, who taught morality 
by method, and explained the nature and H 
mits of every duty. 10 him the Arabian liſt⸗ KY 
ened with attention. 4 Perſuaſion dwelt upon 
his tongue, and every period was founded up- 
on conviction; but the auditor foon found that 
the preacher did not regulate his conduct by 
his own precepts, but reaſoned according. to 
one ſyſtem; ; and lived according to another: 


Bayaz, for that was the name of the philoſo- | 


hin” though he inculcated a ſtrict adherence 
to religious ordinances, was frequently known 
to drink of the liquor, the uſe of which is pro- 
hibited by the prophet, till the heavenly light 
of reaſon was dimmed by the fumes of ebriety; 
and though- he declaimed' againſt all invaſions 
of Property, at ll led into Perſia with my 
WIe. 
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wife of his neighbour, whom he had enticed. : 
to elope from her huſband. This event, 
though it did not make Abdalzar ſo much a 


feht, with the inveſtigation. of trui 


CoLLzorION 


ſceptic as to doubt of the truths inculcated by 13 
preachers, made him doubt very much of the 


efficacy of preaching. The longer he liyed in 


the world, the more his doubt was confirmed. 7 


a He found that thoſe who talked moſt about vir- 


tue, obſerved its precepts the leaſt; and that, £ 


though laws are eſtabliſhed in every country, 
and the obſervance of them enforced by capi- 
tal puniſhments, the ſame crimes are ſtill re- 
Fe peated, and men can. neither be reaſoned i into 
virtue by exhortation, non deterred from vice 


by examples. 9555 | 
. This thought ſoak deep in his 13: 1 17 


much deliberation, he at laſt concluded that 
human ſcience and human foreſight are van; 
_ thatall things are directed by a fatality, which. 
maortals neither trace nor comprehend; 7 ay T 
that the only way to: regulate our conduct, is | 
to follow the predominant impulſe of the mind, 


that being, or divine direction, which mu muſt le 1 
us right in the end. Abdalzar having a loprec 5 
this opinion, reſolved no more to erplex him- 
x or idolize | 
the futility. of human knowledge. He deter- 
mined, for the remainder of his life, to follow : 
the example of men who-deyote their time to 
the diſſipation of pleaſure, the purſuit of happi-- | 
neſs, or the aſpiring of ambition. He Was, 
however, perplexed for a while which of the 
e to ee ſoon. rhe. allucing charms of- 
PO: | 
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to the mind of Abdalzar in all the luſtxe, wien 
a glowing: imagination could; ſuj gra [their n. 
natural beauty: PR: HEATH Wag. ſubdued; : plea- : ©, 
ſure] was the object of | his choice; and he r-. 
ſol red, for the time to come, to. Ne it N 58 —_ 
occupation. My: coffers,” he, are ON 
„ filled-with: geld, "ad. . will artend. a "A 
my nod, My days ſhall, Be paſſed in feſi | 
« 'vitys and the compliance of dezuty Jhall, 2 
„ crown my fe fe li | 3 77 911 SW 7 2715 1 "mn 
Abdalzar having. formed. a, reſolution to de- 
vote the.remainder of his life to the purſuits of 
ö pleaſure, was not yet freed from the perple- 
iy of deliberation- The choice; of delight i 
kept his judgment in ſuſpenſe, and, like, a; 
gueſt, whoſe appetite is; excited by a. varie; 
of delicacies of different kinds, he was for = 
ſome time -irreſolute; and undetermin | 
laſt he reſolyed to leave, that point to the din i 
rection of chance, thinking, that in ſach a cry, 
as Cairo; ſome accidental gccurrence muſt.eyery; 
day throw ſome: adventure in his way, which 
would be attended with the enjoyment of tem: 
porary felicity; and that by the compariſon ß f 
pleaſures, he would ſoon pe enabled to file "Y 
choice upon the moſt exquiſme. i 3" 

When the. mind of man. has e a 8 
plan of life, it is for a time poſſeſſed of Ys — 
tranquil joy of ſolid ſatisfaction. Imagination 
preſents to it the moſt flattering proſpects, aud 
hope ſoothes it with the moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations. Such was the ſtate of Abdalzars 

mind, when, gunting his We he fort _ 
orth . 
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forth into che ſtreets of Cairo; and ſo much 


Was his mifid taken up with his favourite idea, 
that he rambled a long time before he per- 
ceived that he wWwas wandering at random, 'with- 


out having predetermined where he ſhould ſtox 
or Whither he ſhould direct his courſe. 


* reſolved to enter the firſt place of wen : 


4 2 


; reception, and, joining in converſation with the 

company, acquire che beſt information he could 
conberning the various pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments in vogue at Cairo, thinking that by the 
variety of reports, he might in ſome N ſent 2 


. be enabled to form à judgment. 


Being come to the quarter inhabited by the 
; Jews, he entered a coffee - houſe, where he ſaw 
aà conſiderable number of perſons from all the 
: öfkerent countries of the world; ſome of whom 
_ drank coffee, ficai,, ſherbet or other liquors, 
while ſome ſeemed attentively engaged in ſeri- 
ous converſation, or wrangled with all the rude- 
neſs of altercation. Perceiving one ſit filent | 
in à corner, he addreſſed himſelf te him as a4 


ſtranger; and when, in the courſe of conver- 


ation, he had made him acquainted with his 


. the other anſwered him as follows: 


If you have money, you cannot be at a loſs 
e 


Lultry to double it, to triple it, nay, to con- 


(c 


Wo, 


p . 8 ? 


e pleaſures will increaſe with your ſtores. Af- 
ter the great God that created heaven and 


| « earth, gold is the moſt worthy object of qur 
„ attachment. I have ſpent all my life in the 


6 ant purſuit of * and though Ro | 
: «6 . 


to procure pleaſure; endeavour by your in- 


Ante all your life / accumulating, and your 


5 oRIENT AL. AEG. ". 
« tha ſeconded my endeavours, arid my: 8 
are well filled, the acquiſition of a ſingle ſe- 
« quin giyes me pleaſure,” In ſubſequent con- 
verſations with many preſent, he found, that 
this was the general way of thinking in that 
quarter; that the ſouls of theſe men were 
ſo entirely engroſſed by intereſt, chat to them 
pleaſure appeses dle, and Peter dient 
and inſip ic. 

As it grew 118 Abdalzar was going to re- 
turn home, ſomewhat penſive in being ſo di 
appointed in his firſt purſuit of pleaſure. As | 
he was walking along, quite hopleſs of grati- 
fying his deſire hat day, he heard the eries f 
one in terror, and perceiying what houſe thle7 
iſſued from, entered it with a reſolutiop to de- 
fend innocence from the attacks of brutal vig- 
lence. Seeing à Woman! ſtruggling with 4 man, 
who held; a dagger in one Rand, and, by his 
attitude, ſeemed juſt going to plunge Fin ner 
heart; he immediately attacked the villain Wik 9 
ſo much reſolution, that he betook himfelf to 
flight; and ſhowed, by his precipitate retret 
from danger, that his cowardice Was equal t 3 
his cruelty. Being now alone with the lady” 
whoſe life he had + Mary he perceived, that ks, 
was a firſt· rate beauty; and ſo much was he 
ſtruck with her charms, that whilſt ſne made 
him the warmeſt acknowledgments of gra. 
tude, he aſſured her, that, to have defended 
her, was the greateſt happineſs that could have 
befallen him; and that he would gladly dedi- 
cate his whole life to her, if ſhe would accept 
on his ſervices. 0 this ſhe made ſuch yy an- 
. yer, 


and, after [reiterated - enjo 
feltions of Abdalzar a8 powerfulſy, as the ſur- 
Prize of novelty captivates the unexperienced 
lover, or the charms of variety delight the in- 

conſtant, who rove from beauty to beauty, 


SAA r Conse lex 


7 that he made her an öffer of becoming 
e And ſharing With her his riches, 
if the would conſent*ro live with him.” "This 
offer 'ſhe readily accepted; and he conducted 


"4 


her to his hoaſe in raptures, thinking himſelf 


poſſeſſed! of an object that would afford 
: bim erer bew end 
es.) Was a b Greek, whoſe charms 
juſtified his entertaining hopes of: poſſeſſing the 
greateſt happineſs that the 1 bounty of Heaven 
exer - beſtows- fog 'martals! In her, ' his'blis 
Was complet e ſo exquiſite, that he' molt 
donbted whether it was reality, or a deluſion, 


effected by the operation of one of thoſe aerial 


beings, ho, though raiſed above mortality, 


have flill a connection With men, and ſome- 


times raviſn their minds wih viſions of -veſta- 
tie happineſs; ; ſometimes' cloud cher with the 


deſpondence of grief, and overwhelm chemin 


Foe depths of! deſpair; {07 12007 aol 2 300901 


| Abdulzar lived twelve years wits Antigone, 
an ſo-conſfurimare a felicity, that he had no- 


| 0 thing to wiſh, but that it might be eternal; 
and her beauty, inſtead of palling upon his 
ſenſe, ſeemed to acquire new ſalre every day; 


Without the attachment of affection, or the et 


dearments of reciprocal eſteem.— When twelve 


ts, eee sg Nr. lot 5 
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ment, fixed the af. 
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from: the arms of Abdalzar by the auge el of death, 

and he remained incnſolable for her loſs: The 
time ſhe had lived with hp, appeared to lint _ 
as a moment; and he found, by experience, that 
pleaſure is inconſiſtent with the preſent ſtate of = 


man: it was beſtowed upon him in a manner = 


unexpected; ſo exquiſite was its enchanment, 
that it ended to annihilate duration, and the 
greatneſs of the good ſeemed counterbalanced 
by the ſhortneſs of poſſeſſion, the bitterneſs 6f 


privation | being Proparnioucd | to the: 70 = 


ing of delight, © OO Ne Ou 

When time, whoſe flow lapſe, ales the dearly 
of Antigone, ſeemed equal to the rapidity of”. 
its flight during her life, had at len by re = 
dering the ſenſation. more dull, ma e the po Ly TY” 
nancy of anguiſh ſubſide, Abdalzar concluded,” 
that felicity was unattainable below, and that a” 
life of labour is the natural ſtate of man du- 
ring his reſidence in a world where he is ſur- 
rounded by wants, and expofed to unforeſeen 


reverſes of fortune. He therefore formed X v3 


reſolution to attach himſelf, for the future, to 
the purſuits of intereſt, and make the accumu-' 
lation of wealth his chief care. Avarice was 
by no means predominant in the diſpoſition of 


Abdalzar ; but he was of opinion, that ſomem 


occupation was neceſſary to man, to prevent” 
his mind from being preyed upon by anxiety, _ 
laid waſte by indolence, or enſnared by the 
allurements of vice. Abdalzar having thus 
determined, formed connections with the chief 
merchants of Cairo, and, by a ſedulous appli- 
cation to commerce. in a ſhort time conſider- 
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9 augmented be realhbe. was poſſeſſed of 
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„ 


Ac 1 0 all the nations of the _ 1 his 


ers were daily filled with gold, which, be- 
11 deyoid of avarice, he could not contem- 


plate with the abſurd ſatisfaction of a miſer, 


and which, being by nature prudent, he could 
not diſſipate with the diſſolute ſpirit of a liber-, 


tine. At length his treaſures increaſed to ſuch 
a degree, that avarice began to take poſſeſſion 
of his heart: the memory of Antigone was 


almoſt obliterated; and a ſordid attachment to 
gain, would have .enchained all. his faculties, 
had not reaſon come to his aid. | 
| Reaſon ſuggeſted, that it was a folly for F 


to amaſs wealth, when he was already poſſeſſed 


of enough to make him live in affluence, even 
wy life ſhould be protracted beyond the 


though. 
term allotted to human nature. In reaſoning 


"thus,  Abdalzar reaſoned right: but he was not 
vet ſufficientiy experienced to make a right uſe 


of his inference, and. reduce his principles to 


practice. No longer attached by the endearments 
of love, or engaged by. application to buſineſs, 
he indulged himſelf in luxurious indolence, and 
gave a looſe to the exceſſes of ebriety. The 


intervals between his banquets, which were 
ſaxpmuons . as thole of a ſultan, were filled by 


contemplating 
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contemplating the-w ved dance, or r Iten 
ing to the raviſhing harmony of muſick. Sth 
was his münificence, that bis! houſe was incef- 
ſantly filled wirh a Piet 05 gueſts, and his 
| life glided away in à deſe of pſeaſure.' But he 
0 was at. length rouſed from” 1550 „by finding; - 
upon examining the ſtate of his fibances, that 
Y his treaſures, which fancy. repreſented: AS inen 
hauſtiple, were reduced. to a fum which cout 
not ſupport him during the remainder of his 
life, without - an, e equal to bly forme * 
extrava gane. . 
Made wiſe b experience, be proporriongd 
his expences ie bis treaſo ure; he diſrnfſed ki 
domeſticks ; and, in the the privacy of retirement,” 
devored himſelf t to "contemplation. >. A $113 r 
lis former attachments, though "the of 
made him Happy for a time, had ended 1 
and diſappointment. He : concluded, and he . 
concluded juſtly; that man, to ſecure! that. de. 
gree of happineſs” which his preſent ſtate ad. 
mits of, ſhould never ſtrongly attach himſeff ts 
any thing upon earth; fac all hüman Bliss is 
tranſient and fading; but that theſe” unſatiſ= 
factory attachments ſhow, that man was intend - 
ed by the Creator to attach himſelf ö ſome- 
thing. This reflection opened his eyes to'the 
glorious / light” of religion: he became ſerfible- 
that man Was made for attachments in à futüre 
ſtate, and that his only proper bliſs in the pre- 
ſent, muſt ſpring from anticipating; by cons 
tremplation, thofe joys which he could only hope 
to be poffeſſed of The the angel of death had 
freed tis ſank from the corporeal bondage af 
5 „ 1 
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matter. This thought ſunk ſo deep into the 


mind of Abdalzar, that he entered into a ſo- 

ciety of Faquirs, in which he was reverenced 
for his ſuperior wiſdom; and, in an advanced 
age, quitted the ſphere of e in ow 
h Rom a book of . 
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Th e „ M OR A D DN, "Prince, Cl 


T E court f the Mogul bp 1 hoſe 
14 of Aſiatic monarchs in luxury and mag- 
miſicence. Its princes and great men flumber 
away. their lives upon the down of indoleace ; 3 
and the law of the holy prophet, is there ei- 
ther diſbelieved or neglected. Moraddin, born 
to hold the ſceptre of Indoſtan, though by na- 


ture endued with all the virtues which form the 1 


hero, by the education he received at the court 
of Delly, was fo much ſoftened and enervated, 
that, in his youth, he did not ſeem to promiſe 
even to ſurpalſs'other monarchs, diſtinguiſhed by 
the eminence to which fortune had raiſed them, 


and rather illuſtrious for their dignity, than : 


conſpicuous for their virtues. 


But it was the intention of fate, that Mo- 
raddin ſhould reform the manners of the Indi- 
ans ; and a paſſion which ſeemed to be one of 
bis greateſt faults, made him form a reſolution 


which procured him thoſe opportunities of im- 
provement, which he muſt otherwiſe have want 


dan So great was Moraddin's love for novel- 
Toba a dere of the ſame pleaſures dif x 


* . I => 5 
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guſted him: arid the eager. deſire of ſome new. 
enjoyment made the delights which he had = 


oſten taſted, altagether inſipid-. Muſick could: 


not charm his car; nor could wine exhilarate 
his ſpirits; the beauties of the ſeraglio, whoſe _ 
endearments had ſatiated him, threw out their 
attractives in vain; they could no longer lu 
his ſenſes to repoſe. He found ſomething was 
wanting to his happinefß; and that micatinils: 
of mind; which-took its riſe from the defire f 
novelty, made him, in his heart, prefer che 


rugged paths of virtue, to the luxury of a court 3, 


where nights and days are conſumed in a tu- 
multuous ſucceſſion; of delights, and where the 
mind, hutried by a variety of Pleaſing objects. . 
can find ſolid ſatisfaction. in none $47 
He therefore determined to quit Delly i in dif- 

guiſe, and travel throngh the extenſive $a agg 
of Perhaz which: being then embroiled b 

civil-war between Ibrahim and Muley, H 


who were rivals for- ſovereign! ſway; might, . 2A 
thoughr,, afford him an opportunity of. difplay--/ 11 


ing thoſe abihties, and exerciſing thatt virtue, 
which were loſt to: mankind, whilſt his Me was 
paſſed away in the pleaſures and diſſipmions of 
a court. No ſooner was he arrived i Perſia, 


but he found his heart difate with joy to be 


deprived of the tafe and pleaſures of a:fera-- 
glio, appeared to him the higheſt, felicity;.be-- 
cauſe the want of ſenſual 
not but be move than c ated” by, the full! 
enjoyment of liberty; with which; the forms and 

ceremonies of a court; are as inconſiſteni; as the- 


— of a dungeon. His hopes were: 3 
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ſanguine, FRE? the exultation of his mind ſeemed 
to him td bea prognoſtick of ſueceſs in his en 
terprize. HE did not foreſee all the difficulties, 
dangers,” and diſappointmenis, which he had to 
encounter, and which made him afterwards 
more than once repent his undertaking, and 
Wilh he had never forſaken the luxurious eaſe 

of the ſeraglio. Succeſs attended him fora con 

Aiderable; time, and he vainly preſumed that 
this ſucceſs! would be uninterropted; àud that 


he was privileged from even Juſfering? thoſe _ 


 calamities: which had not approached him at his 
Airſtalaunching out into the world. He, with 


9 70 it heſitation, eſpouſed the cauſe of Muley Haſ⸗ 


fan, not ſo much becauſe he thoughr'lit, more 
Juſt than that of his adverfary, as becauſe'there 
Was à conformity between their characters, 
which could not fail of determining him in his 
Favour. Muley Haſfan and Moraddin united, 
took the field againſt Ibuähim, and defeated 
him in ſeveral: batiles 3 ſ0 that Ibrahim Was 
conſtrained: 19-xetice'to a fortreſs upon the co 
nnes of the empire; and Muley Haſſan was 
ſeated upon the chrone of ;Perſias »Dheilexal 

tation of Muley Haſſan was the immediate con: 
ſequence of Th of. Moraddin; and indeed he 
Was bound in gratitude to raiſe the man to 
whoſe valour he was indebred for his Kingdom. 
Moraddin being become the vizier of Muley Haſ 
fan, in chat ſtation diſcovered as much bonus 
as he had diſplayed valour in- the- fehl. To 
ſuperintend the adminiſtration, ſoont became 
eaſy: to him: for ſuch was the force ot his Wen 
. Wat: he r became ner of the neo = 


- 


> court aug, in fi ea 


ted. uc cls ia: too aht. to heget e pofide 


and ſuctva general to dead his armies, 


. 
* 
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Ay poutts, he kad been 
ed on u hits pleaſurés:. nen 

ed "rice? Dinh 
the favours beſtowed upon men ib enge too 


frequently make them forget its fickleneſs. 
'Thug it happened with Muley Haſſan and his 
vizier Moraddin: they both though titheir great - 
neſs eſtabliſhed ſu ſtrongly; that norfiing could 
ſhake lit; they ecqually owed? their 8 
to each other, and looked upon each other a8 


ſufficient vouchers! for its continuance. The 
valour and abilities of Moraddin, filled Muley . ; 
Haſſan with confidence, and confit med him in an 
opinion; that his empire was fixed upon the firm- 
eſt foundation. He was ſecure of the fideli- 
ty of his vizien; and thought that the monarch 
who had ſuch à miniſter to direct his couneils, 


have nothing to fear from hib ienemiest Me- 
raddin, ſecure of the favourof' 4 prince whom = 
he had caiſed to ſovereign. ſway, was fatisfied 
with being theinext to-him in power, and Af 
pired no higher. He almoſt forgot that he 
had been born a prince; — robes Pe 
day lay claim tothe ſceptre of Indoſtan. Fro 
perity does not always ſaſti the angel of e. 
who for à long time had net viſited Muley Ha 


ſan or Moraddin, after 4 certain time made 


them the objects of his wrath; and tlley be- 
came compamons in afflitiod, as they had be- 
fore been partners in proſperity: 1 Ibrahim, 
who had a confider able party among the Per- 
fans, found means to corrupt many of the go- 


vernors of Muley Haſſan s: garriſons; and ha- 
N 


wing 


— 
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_ ving levied. an army of a hunädr 
men, marched towards Iſpahan, e io | 
dethrone his rival, or die in the attempt. Muley 1 
| 
| 


Haſſan, being apprized: too late of this reſolus- 
tion of Ibrahim, marched againſt him with an 
army inferior in number, and not equally well 
diſciplined; Moraddin, whofe valour filled him 
With confidence, attending him to the field. 
The army of Muley was defeated by that of 
Ibrahim at the firſt onſet; and the victor, who 
was exaſperated to cruelty, by being ſo longide - 
prived of what he thought his right, eauſed 
/ the eyes of Muley Haſſan to be put out, and 
confined him for life in a/ caſtle of lpalan,, 
where he remained the reſt of his days a mi. 
ſerable example of the tranſitory nature aba 
human felicity. Moraddin, who had fought: , 
bravely, and a long time made the fottune of 
the day doubtful, formed a reſolution to quit 
Perſia, elt he ſhould: fall into the hands of the 
mercileſs conqueror, from whom. he exp ected a 
treatment as ſevere as that which Muloy Heb. 
ſan had received Calamity, though it viſited 
him for the firſt. time, did not: ſo.deprive him 
of preſence of mind; as to prevent him from. 
aking. the beſt meaſures far eluding the vigi : 
ance of the enemy, and ſecuring himſelf by: 
flight... He diſguiſed; himſelf in: cloaths of the 
meaneſt ſorr; 4nd long wandered: through the 
deſarts of Perſia, ang all the miferies that: 
the moſt indigent and forlorn wretches are ex · 
poſed to. It was now Moraddin firſt khewreal 
miſery; and he never before knew the full! 
value of che bleſſings he had Wann 
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him to be gifts of Heaven, which claimed a re- 


his life; and he determined, in caſe he ever 
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tunn of conſtant. gratitude 5; and he became 
ſenſible, that, in his exalted ſtation, he had roo 
much neglected Allah, to whom he was indebt= _ 
ed for all his greatneſs. He therefore formed 
a reſolution to make the adoration of the A 
mighty his firſt care, during the remainder. of 


aſcended the throne of his anceſtors, to make 
the law of the holy prophet as much revered 1 
in the realms of Indoſtan, as at the holy citx 
of Mecca, where crouds of pilgrims- offer uß 
their yearly vows before his tomb. In contis 
nuing his journey through Perſia, the ma 
diſtreſſes he ſuffered, being ſometimes obliged  } 
to travel whole days in the {now, and often ob»  _} 
liged to lie upon the bare ground, and the va. 
rious ſcenes of miſery which he beheld amongſtt 
the cottagers, upon whoſe, charity he ſubliltked, 
though they had hardly the means of ſuhſiſt 
ing themſelves, ſuggeſted to him, that ſultanss 
and emperors, who ſhould be the fathers f 
their people, muſt be greatly criminal in ne? 

glecting thoſe committed, by providence, to 
their care; for to their neglecting their duty, 
be juſtly attributed the poverty and wretchel - 
neſs of their ſubjects. The earth, faid he 

to himſelf, © produces in abundanee every thing $ 
e neceſſary to the ſupport of its inhabitants? 


RE 


* 


* why then are ſuch multitudes of peaſants ah - 


from the inclemency of the weather? It maſs ] 
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e he owing to the ſuperfluities of the great, 
„ whoſe exceſſes frequently obſtruct their en- 
„joyments, and make their lot ſcarce to be 
«envied* by the loweſt of mortals.” The in- 
ſurrections of ſubjects, which ſo often, in the 
ſpace of a day, make ſultans and emperors 
change the throne for a dungeon, and which 
he once looked upon as the moſt atrocious ac- 
tions that human creatures were capable of, 
appeared to him then to be the natural effects 
of their little attention to the welfare of thoſe 
over whom they have been ſet by the Almighty, 
in order to promote their happineſs : for then, 
Moraddin began to conſider” that as the only 
end of goverument. Thus, the reflections made 
by the prince, whilſt he wandered unknown, 
and diſtreſſed, through an empire where he nad 
once been the ſecond in power, led him to the 
knowledge of an emperor's duty to his ſubjects. 
Moraddin now wiſhed to be reſtored to his 
former grandeur, only that he might have it 
in his power to do good to mankind; for the 
eruel reverſe of fortune which he had experi- 
enced, made him conclade, that true happineſs 
is to be found neither amongſt the higheſt of 
.mankind, wha, by their exceſſes, turn, abun- 
dance into a curſe ; nor amongſt the loweſt, 
who groan under the preflure of real calami- 
ties; but in the middle ſtation of life, which is 
neither ſubject to be ruffled by the alpirings of 
ambition, nor to be depreſſed by the rigours 
- of want. When he was almoſt upon the bor - 
ders. of Perſia, and exulted in the hopes of 
oon arriving in the country which gave i 
"HAY * birt 
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birth, and whoſe inhabitants he was geld 

to govern, he repaired one night, for lodging 
and refreſhment, to an obſeure cottage, where 
he was very kindly received by an old man, of 
a venerable aſpect, who ſurpriſed him agręe- 
ably, by ſpeaking che language of Indoſtan: 
but his ſurpriſe was greatly increaſed, When, 
upon examining. the features of his hoſt, he 
diſcovered in him Choraſmin, one of the moſt 
faithful ſervants of the Mogul his father. Cho- 
raſmin, almoſt at the ſame inſtant, recollected 
the face of Moraddin; and they embraced 
with a tranſport of joy, which was: equal on 
both ſides : for the prince, whom Choraſmin 

would have approached with awe at Delly, was ſo 
delighted at ſeeing a domeſtick attached to his 
intereſts, that de then loſt ſight of his ſupe- 


riority, and treated his vaſſal as his equal. 


This joy was ſoon clouded by the information 
which Choraſmin gave the prince concerning 
the affairs of Indoſtan. He gave him to un- 
derſtand, that his father had been depoſed and 
murdered by the uſurper Manouri; and that 
he had fled to Perſia, in order to eſcape the 
rage of that cruel tyrant, who had butchered 
all thoſe whom he knew to be attached to 
the Mogul whom he had depoſed. The prince 
did not at this relation loſe . his courage, but 
formed a reſolution worthy of him: he deter- 
mined to go over to Delly in the ſame diſguiſe, 
and, diſcovering bimſelf only to his friends, 
form a party, and pull the tyrant from the 
throne which his iniquity had raiſed him to. 
When arrived in the dominions, which were 
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| his by hereditary right, he raiſed a numerous 
army before the per knew ehe was in Indoſ- 


tan. At the head of this army he marched to 


Delly, and no ſooner had he declared himſelf, 
but the gates were opened to him, and the ty- 
rant murdered in his palace: the Indians, 
without exception, declared themſelves in fa- 
vour of their lawful ſovereign; and Moraddin, 


who, in the rigid ſchool of adverſity, had per- 


fectly learned the art of government, made 


his ſubjects bleſt by his ſway. Poverty fled 


from the happy plains of Indoſtan; the Mogul 
remembered that he himſelf had been poor, 
and a fugitive, and conſidered the loweſt of 


his ſubjects as in a peculiar manner committed 


to his care. Choraſmin, whom he raiſed to 


the dignity of vizier, followed his example; for 


Choraſmin, as well as the prince, had learned 


to pity the woes of the loweſt of mortals, by 


partaking of them. Moraddin, convinced by 
his experience, that adverſity is often ad vanta- 
geous to mortals, and fearing leſt the delights 


and pomp of a court ſhould again fill his ſoul 
with unfeeling pride, ordered one of the of- 


ficers of his court to repeat to him every morn- 
ing, when he aroſe, theſe words; O emperor 


& of Indoſtan, remember thou haſt known ad- 


< verſity ty ”” Such was the mildneſs of his 


reign, cle ſo happy were his ſubjects during 


his life, that when he died, the Indians la- 
mented him as their common father; and all 
thoſe who ſpoke of him, gave him the appella- 


tion of Moraddin the good emperor. Adver- 
ſiry muſt therefore be allowed to be 8 
tive 
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tive of high advantages, ſince, from its bitter 
exacerbations, z n 1990 nn to com- 
mand. : | ; 
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The 72 of 1 the Son LE 
Morad. 

A Mong: 825 emirs and wider; 4 ſons a | 

valour and of wiſdom, that ſtand at the 
corners of the Indian throne, and aſſiſt the 
councils, or conduct the wars of the poſterity 
of Timur, the firſt place was long held by 
Morad the ſon of Hanuth. Morad having 


ſignalized himſelf in many battles and ſieges, 


was rewarded with the government of a pro- 
vince ; from which the fame of his wiſdom and 
moderation was wafted to the pinacles of A- 
gra, by the prayers of thoſe whom his admi- 
niſtration made happy. The emperor called 
him into his preſence, and gave into his hands 
the keys of riches, and the ſabre of command. 
The voice of Morad was heard from the con- 
fines of Perſia to the Indian ocean; every 
tongue faultered in his preſence, and may 
eye was caſt down before him. | 

Morad hved for many years in proſperity ; W 
every day increaſed his wealth, and extended 
his influence. The ſages repeated his maxims, 
and the captains of thouſands waited his com- 
mands. Competition withdrew into the ca- 
vern of envy, and diſcontent trembled at her 
own murmurs. But human greatneſs is ſhort 
and tranſitory, as the odour of incenſe in the 
4 N | fire. 
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fire. The ſun at laſt grew weary of gilding Ill for 
the palaces af Morad; the: clouds of ſorrow ing 

gathered round his head, and the e of Ar 

hatred roared around his dwelling. 88 and 

Morad now ſaw that his ruin was approach. nor 

ing. The firſt chat forſook him were his an 

Poets. Their example was followed by all MW | 

thoſe whom he had rewarded for Sinn 

to his pleaſures; and only a few, whoſe' virtue 

had intitled them to favour, were now to be 

ſeen in his hall or chambers. He ſaw his 
dangers, and proſtrated himſelf at the foot of 

the throne. His accuſers were confident and 

loud; his friends contented themſelves with 
feigid neutrality; and the voice of truth was 
overborne by clamour. Morad was diveſted 

of his power, deprived of his acquiſitions, 

and condemned to paſs the reſt of his life on 

his hereditary eſtate. Morad had been ſo 

— long accuſtomed to crouds and buſineſs, to b 

ſupplicants and flattery, that he knew not how : 

to fill up his hours in ſolitude. He faw the ; 

ſunriſe with regret, becauſe it forced a new | 

day upon him for which he had no uſe; and 
envied the ſayage that wanders in the deſart, 
becauſe he has no time vacant from the calls of 

nature, but is always chaſing his preys ox Reep- 

ing in his den. 

His diſcontent, in time, vitiated his conltitu- 
tion, and a {low diſeaſe ſeized upon him: He 

refuſed phylic, he neglected exerciſe, he lay down 
on his couch peeviſh and reſtleſs, rather afraid 
to (ez? than Aarons to ive. His GER 
913; 3 AIM or 
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for a time redoubled their aſſuluities; 1 find- 
ing that no officiouſnefs could ſoothe, ner ex- 


actnefa ſatisfy,” they gave way toi negligence 
and flath 3 and he that once commanded na- 
tions, often languiſhed 1 in his chamber, without 
an attendant.  _ * 


In this melancholy W Morad . | 
meſſengers to recal his eldeſt fon Abouzaid 


from the army. Abouzaid was alarmed; at the 
account of his father's fickneſs, and haſted by. 
long journies to his place of reſidence. Morad 
was yet living, and felt his ſtrength return at the 
embraces of his ſon. Then commanding him 
to fit down at his bed- ſide, Abouzaid,” fays he, 


thy father has no more to hope or fear from 


the inhabitants of the earth: the cold hand 


« of the angel of death is now upon him, and 


% the . voracious grave howls for his 4p 
„Hear therefore the precepts which expe- 
_ 

iſſue forth incvain. Thou haſt ſeen me hap- 
py and calamitous, thou haſt beheld my exalta - 


„tion and my fall. My power is in the hands 


* of my enemies: my treaſures have reward 
& 
ec 


clemency of the emperor has ſpared; and 


my wiſdom his anger could not take away. 


Caſt thine eyes round thee: whatever thou 


„ ply thine ear to my dictates, and theſe poſ- 
cc 


not to publick honours; enter not the pa- 


** laces of kings: thy wealth will ſet thee a- 
N 2 


&. hove 


rience dictates: let not my laſt inſtructions ; 


ed my accuſers; but my inheritance the 


beholdeſt will in a few hours be thine: ap- 


ſeſſions will promote thy happineſs. Aſpire | 
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cc bove inſult ; let thy moderation keep thee N 
<« below envy. Content thyſelf with private 8 
4 dignity, diffuſe thy riches among thy friends; 
6 let every day extend thy beneficence, and 
“ ſuffer not thy heart to be at reſt till thou art 
© loved by all to whom thou art known. In 
< the height of my power, I faid to defama- 

tion, who will hear thee? and to artifice, 
< what canſt thou perform? But, my ſon, 

“ deſpiſe not thou the malice of rhe weakeſt : 
remember that venom often ſupplies the 

& want of ſtrength, and that the lion may 
<< periſh by the puncture of an aſp.” ? 

Morad expired in a few hours. Abouzaid, 
after the months of mourning, determined to 
regulate his conduct by his father's precepts, 
and cultivate the love of mankind by every art 
of beneficence and endearment. He wiſely con- 
ſidered, that domeſtick happinefs was firft to be 
ſecured; and that none have ſo much power of 
doing good or hurt, as thoſe who are preſent 
in the hour of negligence, who hear the burſts 
of thoughtleſs merriment, and obſerve the 
ſtarts of unguarded paſſion. He therefore 
augmented the pay of all his attendants, and 
required every exertion of uncommon diligence 
by ſupernumerary gratuities. When he was 

_ congratulating himſelf upon the fidelity and af- 

fection of his family, he was one night alarm- 
ed by robbers; who, being purſued and ta- 
ken, declared, that they were admitted by one. 
of his ſervants. The ſervant immediately con- 
feſſed that he had unbarred the door, becauſe 
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another, not more worthy of confidence than 
himſelf, was intruſted with the keys. 
Abouzaid was then convinced, that a depen- 
dent could not eaſily be made à friend; and 
that while many were ſoliciting for the firſt 
rank of favour, all thoſe would be alienated 
who were diſappointed. He therefore refolved. 
to aſſociate with a few equal companions, ſelect- 
ed from among the chief men of the province. 
With theſe he lived happily for a time, till fa- 
miliarity ſet them free from reſtraint, and e- 
very man thought himſelf at liberty to indulge 
his own caprice, and advance his o- opinions. 
They then diſturbed each other with con- 
trariety of inclinations, and difference of ſen- 
timents; and Abouzaid was neceſſitated to offend 
one party by concurrence, or both by Wale 
rence. 8 | 
He then Jnermined. to avoid. a 5 40 
with beings ſo diſcordant in cheir nature, and 
to diffuſe himſelf in a larger circle. He Prac- | 
tiſed the ſmile of univerſal courteſy, and invit- 
ed all to his * but admitted none to his. 
retirements. - Many who had been rejected in 
his choice of friendſhip, now refuſed to accept 
his acquaintance 5 and of thoſe - whom plenty 
and magnificence drew to his table, every 
one preſſing forward towards intimacy, thought 
himſelf - overlooked in the croud, and muy. 


mured becauſe he was nat diſtinguiſhed. above 


the reſt. - By degrees, every one made advan- 
ces, and every one reſented his repulſe. The 
table was then covered with delicacies in vain: 


the muſick ſounded in empty rooms; and A- 
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bouzaid was left to form, in ſolitude, ſome new 
ſcheme of pleaſure or fecurity. 
le then reſolved to try the force of graf 
tude, and enquired for men of ſeience, whoſe 
merit was obſcured by poverty. His houſe 
was ſoon erouded by poets, ſculptors, painters 
and deſigners, who wantoned in unexperienced 
plenty, and employed all their pewers in the 
_ celebration of their patron. But in a ſhort 
time, they forgot the diſtreſs from which they 
had been reſcued ; and began to conſider their 
deliverer as a wretch of narrow capacity, who- 
was growing great by works which he could 
not perform; and whom they had already over- 
paid by condeſcending to aceept his bounties. 
Abouzaid heard their murmurs, and diſmiſſed 
them; and from that hour, continued blind to 
colours, and deaf to panegyric, 
As the ſons of art departed mpttering: thieas | 
of perpetual infamy, Abouzaid, who ſtood at 
the gate, called to him-Hamet the poet. Ha- 
met, ſaid he, © thy ingratitude has put an. 
« end to my hopes and experiments. I have 
& now learned the vanity ef thoſe labours, 
« which expect to be rewarded by human be- 
ec nevolence: I ſhall henceforth is good, and 
« ayoid evil, without reſpect to the opinion of 
« men: for I am convinced at laſt, that there 
&. is only one Being whom we are ſure to pleaſe 
„ by endeayouring to pleaſe him, and reſalve 
< to: ſolicit no other apProbation.-, | 


Hun 


— pn gg 
F _ - 


— 


1 


r 08 On WO 


F 


%% nn EE. Hs A 5 


| e TALES, 152 


F 4,» ute , 


Hiſtory of Man and lors 8. 


MON G the ee of this idee in 
the reign of Abbas the Great, King of 
Perſia, there was a young maid, named Idris, 
whom the maſter of the revels, on the report 
of her charms, had ſent for from Caſbin to If- 
pahan. Her mother being of the ſame pro- 


feſſion, the had followed the ſame way of life: 


but as ſhe honourably diſtinguiſhed herſelf from 
her female companions, ſhe demonſtrated that 
virtue is practicable in every ſituation of life, 
however ſlippery er dangerous it may be. 
Scarcely had Idris appeared on the theatre 
of the capital, but ſhe found herſelf beſet by 
the grandees, who ſtrove to pleaſe her by the 
fame means that had won many others in that 
ſtation. One exhauſted all his rhetoric in com- 
mending her ſhape and manner; another ex 
tolled the form of her face, her complexion, 
and the regularity of her features. A third, 
to give weight to the encomiums he had be- 
ſtowed on her voice, repeated an air he had 
heard her ſing, and declared his diſtraction to 
to arrive at that grace with which-ſhe gave life 
to the words. A fourth, boaſting his ſkill and 
preciſion in dancing, exhibited inſtantly ſome 
of the attitudes he had learnt of her. A firſt- 
rate Sir Fopling gave her a lift of the pretty 
women he had deſerted from the moment he 
firſt ſaw her. A young Iman, by birth intitled 


to become a. Mollah, Wennly nn his fi- 


gure 


252 ASL Colixerion : 
gure 4 his dreſs. An old fingerer of the | 
public money dazzled her eyes with a diamond 
of the firſt water, and offered it beſides the 
perquiſites of contracts, which/it was his cuſtom 
to beſtow upon his miſtreſs. An officer of the 
crown made a pompous deſcription of the pre- 
ſents with which he had recompenſed the friend- 
ſhip of the little Zaki. In fine, every one ex- 
erted his faculties and addreſs, in order to gain 
a preference over his rivals. | 
But Idris was not to be caught by ſuch baits. 

At the palace, at aſſemblies, in the publick 
Walks, and in all places, the diſcourſe turned 
upon the new dancer: every one talked of her 
beauty, her wit, and her engaging behaviour; 
and, which was more than ever they had ſaid | 
of any other of her profeſſion, they agreed in 

acknowledging her to be very virtuous, It is 


he property of none but thoſe of the molt ex- 


alted virtue, to gain reſpe& and admiration a- 
mong young courtiers. Mahmut conceived an 
high opinion of Idris's virtue, from the extra- 
ordinary effect it produced 

Mahmut bore, among the young lords ol 
the court, the ſame character which Idris main- 
tained among the dancers of her ſex; Proof 
againſt the defects of his equals, and the vices 
of his ſtation. As ſoon as he began to appear 
in the world, he became ſenſible of the ridicu- 
louſneſs of that noiſy, obſtreperous giddineſs, 
which moſt young people of quality affect; and 
being happily prejudiced againſt that idle life 
he ſaw them lead, he took care nat to follow 
their example, yet without ſeeming to on 
k Tn | | em. 
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them; While their days were divided between 
the toilet, the table, viſits, ladies bed-chambers 
and gaming, he ſpent the morning in his clo- 
ſet among his books, or with thoſe whoſe con- 
verſation could inſtruct him better. In the 
afternoon, he frequented the manufatries, and 
working places about the palace; talked with 
the ableſt hands in the ſeveral arts; and ob- 
| ſerved, with the utmoſt attention, how they pro- 
ceeded in their works. In the evening, he was 
at the play, or other public entertainments, 
which he enjoyed with that moderation that is 
ever inſeparable from taſte and difcernment : 
after which he repaired to ſome of the moſt 
brilliant aſſemblies of Iſpahan, as well to avoid 
a ſingularity that would have rendered him o- 
_ dious, as to acquire a greater ſhare of the com- 
plaiſance and politeneſs which reigned in them. 
Mahmut's wit, and the uſe he made of it, ren- - 
dered him ſuperior to thoſe who were his equals 
in birth; and, beſides the advantage of a good 
figure and 2 graceful air, he diſtinguiſned him- 
ſelf no leſs among them by his natural and ac- 
quired talents. Idris could not behold this a- 
miable Perſian without emotion; ſhe imme- 
diately ſhunned all her i importunate ſuitors ; and 
complacently fancying him free from all their 
faults, ſhe ſecretly wiſhed that the beauty 
which they had ſo highly extolled, might make 
an impreſhon on him. Her wiſhes were met 
more than half way. Mahmut ſoon let her 
know that he loved her paſſionately; and her 
anſwer to his declaration, on account of 1 its 
fingularity, deſerves to be given entire. 


6 Doubtleſs 
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Doubtleſs you give the name of land! 
ſai ſhe: with a a $ mile, © to that which 
« ig only an effect of your taſte for novelty. 
ce. I will not, my lord, go further at prefent on 
this head; tis your buſmeſs to fix my you 
c ment. I will ingenuouſly confeſs, though it 
will give you an unfavourable opinion of me, 


<« if you are not the man I take you to be, 
« that I am not diſpleaſed at your liking me. 


„ But if ever 1 find occaſion to alter the idea 
I have conceived of you, hope not that I 
hall in the leaſt indulge my inclination. | 1 
hall not take it ill, if you give your heart 


s 


„„ to a woman more virtuous than I; therefore, 


% do not complain of your lot, if I diſpoſe of 
mine in favour of any man whom I 1755 wg. 
e ſuperior to you in virtue.” - 

Mahmut, ſtryck with admiration, and over- 
flowing with joy, laboured to riſe to ſuch a 
pitch as might oblige Idris to be conſtant to 
him. He applied himſelf with freſh-vigour to 
acquire the arts and ſciences neceſſary for a 
man in his ſtation. He made it his buſineſs to 
relieve indigent merit, and unfortunate virtue. 
His humanity, generoſity, capacity, and mo- 
deſty, were equally conſpicuous ; and Idris a- 
bundantly 'rewarded him for all the pains he 
took to pleaſe her. Praiſe, grounded on truth, 
and coming from the mouth of ſo charming a 
perſon, filled the tender Mahmut's heart with 
joy and ſatisfaction. He read in the eyes of 
his charming miſtreſs, how dear he was to her; 
he talked of his paſſion, and deſcribed its vio- 
lence. Idris liſtened to him with pleafure, 

vowed . 
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vowed ſhe would make him 2 


> BE her no occaſion to 
repent her Engagement. In rheſe overflow- 
ings of their hearts, which none but true o—- 
vers can Know, and feel all the ſweetneſs of, 
they laid open to each other, the moſt ſecret 
recefles of their ſouls. Mahmut was grieved 
whenever he tock leave of Idris; nor could 
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juſt return, an 
thus animated him to 


{he bear his abſence without a vale: concern: 


they always parted, under the — | 


ence to meet again. 10 
Between two neighbours ſo powerful as the 


grand Seignior and the king of Perſia, there 
can be no long peace. A war ſoon broke out, 


and Mahmut was abliged to ſet out for the ar- 
my. He waited upon Idris, to deplore with 


her the dire neceſſity that tore them aſunder: 


but while he lay at her feet, he durſt not diſ- 
cloſe to her all his grief; the fortitude of the 
fair- one, daunted him: he was afraid of lefſen- 


ing himſelf in ber eſteem, by diſcovering any 
' weakneſs. Idris perceived the ſore conflict in 


his breaſt, and Toe” him for | it the more in- 
tenſely. 


Mahmut had not FO gone 2 month, * 


he gave way to his deſire of an interview with 


Idris. He flipped away privately from the ar- 


my, and with the help of relays, which he had 


got ready on the road, he was at the gates of 
Iſpahan, before they miſſed him in the camp. 


Alighting at the houſe of one of his old ſer- 
vants, he diſguiſed himſelf in the apparel of a 


peaſant, that he might not be known in the 
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city; and, impatient of an interview with Idris, 
he flew to her houſe. _ \ 
The charming maid. was Srcius at her bal- } 

cony as Mahmut was advancing, and knew him, 
. notwithſtanding his diſguiſe. Grieved to ſee t 
him thus negle& his glory, and his duty, ſhe WW ; 
ran directly to her cloſet, charging her ſlave c 
to admit no viſitor whatever. She melted in- 
to tears at the weakneſs of her lover ; but ſoon 
recovered herſelf, and wrote him the following s 
billet : 4 * | 
ITY to the Peaſant. 4 

| <c Friend, I ha that thou art to be forth- 

« with at the army. Call upon Mahmut, and | 


4 


tell him from me, that I deſire him to re- 
« member the conditions on which the bn 
7. of Idris 1 is to be ſecured.“ 


Mahmut was too nd; confounded with theſe 
few words to aſk any queſtions of the ſlave 
that delivered him the billet. He went back 
to his domeſtick*s houſe, to put off his diſguiſe ; 
and fluctuating between admiration, grief and 
fear, he repaired again to the army, with as 
much. haſte as he had travelled up to Iſpahan. 
His chief ſtudy being to make amends for the 
fault he had committed, he behaved with ſo 
much ardour, bravery and conduct, that he 
Was deſervedly promoted to a higher poſt, which 
the king conferred on him with the moſt ho- 
nourable eulogies at the head of the army. 
Idris wrote him a congratulatory letter on his 
promotion, 
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promotion, in which, without mentioning his 

weakneſs, ſhe gave him to underſtand, that ſhe 
had forgiven him. 

i Mahmut, tranſported withjoy; haſtened back 

to Iſpahan, as ſoon as the army was ordered 

into winter quarters; and liſtened to no other 

Wl conſideration, but his eſteem for this virtuous 

girl: he entreated her to complete his happi- 

| neſs, by becoming his wife. Your wife! 

a my lord,” anſwered Idris, with a kind of 

ſurpriſe mixed with indignation : © whar! would 
Mahmut forget himſelf fo far! In diſpoſing 
of your heart, you may indeed conſult no- 

WM © thing but your inclination ; but when the 
i © queſtion is to chuſe a partner in your digni- 
| « ty and fortune, you are accountable to thoſe 
| « of whom you hold both. I, that am ready 

« to ſacrifice my life, were it neceſſary, to 
« preſerye your glory, ſhall not be inſtrumen- | 
e tal myſelf in ſullying it.” 

SGegntiments like theſe wade the paffonate 
Mahmut only more preſſing. What are thoſe 
things,“ ſaid he, „that create ſo great a 

diſparity between us? an inſtant may deprive _ 

“ me of them; but the dowry which you will 

bring me, charming Idris, is a bleſling that 

depends not on men or fortune.“ In utter- 
ing theſe words, his countenance began to be 
clouded with grief: freſh denials drove him to 

5 deſpair; be drew his poniard, and was going 

| to plunge it into his breaſt. The tender Idris 
could hold out no longer: Ah! Mahmut, 

4 cried ſhe, « ſtop your hand, and live. To- morrow 

* I ſhall be yours: grant me this n reſpite.” 

N | She 
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She could not utter more. Tears put an end 
to her; ſurpriſe, and ſtopped her breath. A- 


ſhamed of her weakneſs, the broke looſe from 


her loyer's. arms, and i withdrew to her cloſet, 


where-ſhe ſoon repented the promiſe. the had 


made. 

In the mean while. Mahmut eee 
cnongh. to reſolve on death, if ſhe-denied his 
requeſt ; and the maid, wavering between ten- 
der paſſion, and her concern for the-glory of 
her lover, ſoon hit upon a device that would 
ſalve both. While ſhe was free, notwithſtand- 
ing the meanneſs of her condition, ſhe could 
not give herſelf to him upon any other terms 


than marriage; and conſidering the diſtance 


which fortune had put between them, ſhe was 
ſenſible ſhe could not receive the title of wife, 
without diſgracing her admirer. She reſolyed 
then to remove theſe obſtacles to her Mahmut's 


happineſs, at the expence of what was moſt 


dear to her. Wrapping herſelf up, therefore, 
in a long mantle, ſhe left her houſe in the duſk 
of the evening, and went to ſell herſelf to a 
dealer in ſlaves; after this, ſhe wrote rhe: fob 
lowing letter to Mahmut. : 


412; <6 My Lord, 


! 


« You have not chought me unworthy t ta be 


oy your wife, and I have the deepeſt ſenſe of 


gratitude for this ſingle teſtimony of your 
& eſteem. I think my heart and ſentiments 
ef 1 not Hare ee es that noname 


+> * be 
2 & * bs 
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„ What would all Perſia ſay, whoſe eyes are 


upon you, and who ſee nothing in me, bur 
the meati- profeſſion I was bred to? L alloẽ- W. 


« that in one moment you may be deprived: of 
« every thing that makes the diſparity between 
« us: but if ever you ſhould be borne down a 
« by adverſe fortune, the whole world would 
be forced to acknowledge the injuſtice; and 
« to_pity and admire you: Vou love Idris. 
« You are reſolved to die, if ſhe does not make 
« herſelf yours. Come then, and take her 

« out of the houſe of the maſter to whom ſhe 
« has ſold herſelf, in order that yourſelf may 


become her maſter: She is not qualified to 


become your Woe 3 take her THR: as Foun 
" ſlave.” hg 7B | 


: n * 1 1 8 
2 V L I M As: ">: 


FT ULIMA, the 8 of Abu, was 
formed for pleaſure, and finiſhed for de- 
light. She was tall as the towering palm, and 
ſtraight as the lofty pine. Her countenance 
was animated with the glow of health, and her 
ſmile was as the dawn of the vernal day. Sym- 
metry was diſcernible in every limb; in every 
geſture, grace. The hearts of the young men 
bounded with joy at her approach. They de- 
clared ſhe was fairer than a Houri ; and even 
the daughters of the Jand confeſſed ſhe was 
beautiful. | e 

Vet, with all her petſongl advantages, Zuli- 
ma, though ſhe excited admiration, could not 


04: attract 
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attract eſteem. She was thoughtleſs and vo- 


latile, fantaſtic and capricious, and ſo giddy 


with the intoxicating fumes of adulation, that 
ſhe ſpent the greateſt part of her time in chang- 
ing the poſition of her veſtments, and altering 
the arrangement of her jewels. Sometimes 
ſhe braided her jetty treſſes, which were black 
as the feathers of a raven, and turned them u 

under a muſlin, berdered with ſilver and gold; 
ſometimes ſhe ſuffered them to flow careleſs 


on her ſhoulders, over an azure robe, and pla- 


ced new- blown roſes on her forehead, which 
was as ſpacious as a full moon. Sometimes ſhe 
threw a tranſparent veil over her, but practiſed 
a thouſand arts to make it-riſe and fall, and 
diſcovered to the enamoured gazer, teeth white 
as 'the tuſks of the elephant, lips red as the 


ruby of Ava, cheeks tinged with the bluſhes 


of the morning, and eyes PR as Robe of 
the eagle. 


While ſhe was reclined on a ſofa, one even- . 
ing after a ſultry day, under a pavilion in the 


garden of her father Abukazan, and lay rumi- 


nating on methods to encreaſe her charms, 
and extend her conqueſts, ſhe ſaw a thick ſmoke 


riſe out of the ground. It curled like a vine, 
and aſcended like a column. While ſhe was 


carneſtly watching its progreſs, a little old man, 


with a beard whiter than ſnow, which reached 
to his feet, appeared before her. Zulima,” 


faid he, “ liſten to the voice of inſtruction, and 
« Jet not the accents of reproof be diſregard- 
e ed. I am the genius Abdaric. I behold 
“ thy beauties with delight. Be not there- 


_ 
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fore vain, for know I behold them witli con- 
cern. I am come from the bottom of the. - 
earth, to teach thee wiſdom, and to ſnatch. 
thee from deſtrudtion. Follow my advice, 


and be happy. Thou vainly fancieſt, un- 


thinking Zulima, that the fame of thy: beau- 


ty will be wafted to the pinacles of Agra by 


the ſighs of thy adorers, and that their ap- 
plauſes will be heard from the cliffs of Tau- 
rus to the Indian ocean. Thou doſt not con- 


ſider, frail child of the duſt, that thou art 


ſubje& to the moſt loathſome diſtempers: 


thou doſt not conſider that a leproſy. may 


render thee an object of deteſtation, and that 


the ſprings of life may be poiſoned by ma- 
ladies innumerable. If the angel of bene- 
yolence ſhould intercede for thee at the throne 
of the great Alla; if the governor of the 


univerſe, ſhould. command the elouds of ſick- 
neſs never to burſt upon thy head; yet no 
interceding angel can reſcue thee from the 


gripe of age, and diſengage thee from the 


talons of decrepitude. Thy love-dartinsr 


eyes muſt. loſe their luſtre, aud grow dini 


with years: thy blooming. cheeks: muſt be 


ſhriveled like autumnal leaves, and thy grace- 
ful body muſt be bent like the bow of the 


hunter. Thy admirers will then ſhun there 
with as much caution as they would the 
mouth of a famiſhed tyger, or the jaws of 
an hungry crocodile ; and ſtart from thee 
affrighted, as if they had felt the ſing of a 
ſcorpion, or the puncture of an aſp. Then 


wilt thou be the unhappieſt of women. Thou 
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« ;adorneft,, with too much ſolicitude, thy out- 
< ward form, which will periſh like a garment 
4 devoured by the moth, and which will be 
% ſmote by the arrows--of death, as graſs i ls 
<< Jeyelled by the ſcythe of the mower ; 3 whilſt 
4 792 mind, which will endure for ler re- 
„ fembles the barren mountain, or the uncul- 
| 6; tivated d-fart.—T hink, therefore, O daugh- 
„ ter of Pleaſure, ere it is too late. Reflect, 
« whilſt thou art capable of reflection. I am 
„come from the bottom of the earth, ro make 
* thee wiſer, better, and even more lovely— 
„ Watch thy behaviour with the ſtricteſt vigi- 
<- lance, and let not the lighteſt ſigns of pride, 
& levity, or ſelf-admiration, be perceptible in 
„ thy looks, thy actions, or thy words. Seem 
F not to be conſcious of thy charms, and they 
will beam forth with redoubled ſplendour. 
Forget that thou. art fairer than other wo- 
„ men, and thou wilt be the faireſt among 
t them. Be not over-ſtudious to make thy 
4 neck ſhine with the gloſſy pearls of Manar, 
and thy hair glitter with the diamonds of 
. << Golconda: Be neat in thy perfon, be plain 
% in thy apparel. Simplicity is beyond mag- 
& nificence. Levelineſs wants not the aid of 
« ornament, but is, when unadorned, adorned 
the molt. Do not hang over fountains, for 
the pleaſure of ſeeing thy i image reflected in 
% them. — Such a deſire can only be prompted 
„by vatiity, and ought therefore to be ſup- 
preſſed. Cenſure not thy virgin companions, 
becauſe they have not the ſame external at- 
A trackions chou a art favoured with; for they 
. . may 
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may be poſſeſſed of accomplihments ſüperi. 


C cuous. Behold this raliſman : view! it. wick 
attention. It is the talifman of truth made 
5 of the fineſt cryſtal, and ſo wonderfully 
« conſtructed, Hit it will not only 4 
« hat thou art, but what thou ſhouldſt 
„ be. When thou reſembleſt, in every re- 
« ſpect, the character 1 have drawn for 
« thee; thou wilt appear in the moſt ami- 
« able light: but when any irregular paſſion, 
6e or any vicious inclination takes Poſſeſion of 
« thy heart, and ſtimulates thee to commit an 
e unbecoming or an immoral action, thou wilt 
« ſee thyſelf in the moſt odious colours. 


N 
4 
\ 


Thou wilt be changed into a monſter of ugli- 


«. neſs. In fach circumſtances, think on me. 


cc Repent, reform, and thou wilt be reſtored 


ce to thy priſtine beauty. When the genius 
had uttered the laſt word, he put the taliſman 
into her hand, and inſtantly diſappeared, with 
the pillar of ſmoke; but left @ fcent behind 
him, grateful as the evening breeze which plays 
among the Sabæan ſpices, or the fragrant gale 
which flutters upon the anne trees * 
Arabia. n 

Zulima's aſtcuiſlanons at the ſudden appear 
ance of the genius, deprived her of the powers 
of ſpeech; but the various emotions which ſnhe 


felt during his addreſs to her were character- 


ed in her countenance. When he told her 
that he was delighted with hee perſon, ſhe 
threw off her veil with exultation; her eyes 
e with joy, her boſom panted with 

| Laisfaction- 


- 


— 


66 i to thine; though they are not ſo confpi- 2 
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| ſatisfaction. But when he informed her, . 5 
ſhe was ſubject to the moſt loathſome diſtem- 
pers, ſhe trembled, and grew pale. She was 
chilled with horror, when he talked of the 
gripe of age; and ſhuddered at the mention of 
the talons of decrepitude. When he told her 
ſhe would be deſerted by her admirers, as ſoon 
as ſhe had no charms to allure them, ſhe was 
torpid with amazement; but when he after- 
wards aſſured her ſhe would become more 
beautiful by regarding his admonitions, her 
heart danced with rapture, and her lips quiver- 
ed with ecſtaſy, She was ſomewhat diſcon- 
certed to hear him prefer plainneſs, neatneſs, 
and ſimplicity, to pomp, grandeur, and magni- 
ficenceg and to hear ſelf-admiration and cenſo- 
riouſneſs condemned by him with ſeverity: 
She was convinced, however, ſoon after his de- 
parture, that it was neceſſary to follow the 
rules he had preſcribed; for, on ſurveying her- 
ſelf in the taliſman, ſhe diſcovered ſuch an al- 
teration in her perſon, that ſhe: was ſtruck with 
fear, and let it fall to the ground; but when ſhe 
carefully rook it up, with a wiſh that it might 
not be broken, ſhe looked, on a ſecond view, 
as engaging as ever. From that moment ſhe 
determined to obey her monitor with punctual- 
ity; and, after having proſtrated herſelf to im- 
plore the aſſiſtance of Him who dwelleth in 
the third heaven, ſhe returned to the houſe 
of her fache. i 5 
When a few moons had paſſed away, 14. 
wed. a young man of large poſſeſſions and re- 
markable integrity, demanded Zulima 355 
WI Co 


„ 12 
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wife. His palace dazzled the eye with its mag- 


nificence. His dreſs was purple enriched with 


» 
. 


gold, and the . jewels of his turban' glittered 
like the rays of the ſun. He commanded, by 
_ inheritance, an extenſive tract of land, Which 
Was cultivated like a garden. Herds 'innume- 
rable lowed in his fields, and flocks without 
number bleated in his paſtures. Let, in the 


midſt of his riches, Hamed - was temperate; 


fifty women only had he in his haram. He 


had many perſonal perfections; but they were 


trifling, compared to the beauties of his mind, 


which reſembled an emerald of ineſtimable va- 
lue, depoſited in a golden caſket. The firſt 
view of Zulima's uncommon charms, ſtruck him 
at once with wonder and delight. She ap- 

peared to his raviſhed eyes majeſtick *as the: 


cedar of Lebanon, and graceful as the tulip 


of Candahar. He poured forth his ſoul be- 


fore her, and called her the light of his life: 


he ſwore ſhe was more lovely than the dangh- 


ters of Paradiſe. Zulima ſoon became inebri- 


ated with the homage paid to her; and imagin- 
ing too haſtily that ſhe ſhould increaſe his ſen- 


ſibility by retarding the completion of his wiſh- 
es, and quicken deſire by protracting the mo- 
ment of poſſeſſion, urged him, by turns, to 


hope and to deſpair, by every. feminine artifice 


ſhe could think of. But Hamed ſoon diſco- 


vered, that the heart of Zulima was as deceit- 
ful as the ocean when it is unruffled by a 
breeze, and that ſhe was neither charmed by 
his perſon, nor captivated by his manners. He 
diſcovered, that the voice of adulation alone 
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was 2 to her ear, and that ſhe was blind to 
all beauties but her own. At this diſcovery, his 
ſoul was filled with indignation. - Reſentment 
extinguiſhed: all emotions of 'tendernefs, and 5 


drove him abruptly from her preſenc. 


Tulima, as foon.as Hamed had left her, haf. 
tened to her taliſman with the rapidity of a 
roe, to ſee in what light ſhe had appeared to 
him, and to embelliſh herſelf: with new graces 
agalinſt the next interview; for as he had not 
mentioned his intention never to return, the 
hopes of fanning the flames of love with freſn 
allurements, made her fpirits flow with en 


briſkneſs, and her feet bound with unuſual. 


lirys But how great was her ſurpriſe, when, in- 
ſtead of eyes ſparkling with pleaſure, and cheeks 
glowing with expectation, ſhe beheld, in the. 
poliſhed cryſtal, a monſter of uglineſs! Shock- 
ed at the unexpected ſight, ſhe gazed at her 
altered image: ſhe gazed,” and was aſtoniſhed. 


Abdaric inſtantaneouſly darted into her mind. 
She found, on a retroſpect of her conduct, 
chat ſhe had encouraged the addreſſes of Ha- 


med, not out of a regard for himſelf ; not out 


of obedictice to her father; not from a deſire 


to be happily married; but to hear the ſighs 


of fondneſs, to have her ears regaled with 
the ſoothing ' ſtrains. of ' eulogy ; to be admir- 


ed and praiſed, to be flattered and adored. 
Her confcience ſmote her. She repented, and 
at the ſame time determined to receive Hamed 

Yith more affability, and to liſten to him with 
more attention: to deſerve his love, and to 
merit his eſteem. '-Thefe reſolves had, in ſome 

meaſure, the wiſhed-for effect. She law, with 
. 8 
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ecſtaſy, her face by $' recover its accul- 


tomed bloom; but its bloat, alas }wasirecover- 
ed too late; kor Hamed had, during the eclipſe 


of it, placed his affections on Zelis, the Caught | 


ter of Nouradin, and friend of Zulima. 
Zelis, thougi not fo. ſtrilcing a beauty as 


Zulima, was not leſs engaging. Zulima ſhone 


like the ſun in its meridian iplendour: Zelis like 


the ſky tinged with its riſing and departing 
rays. The firſt reſembled a large edifice, full 


of lofty apartments, decorated with the "moſt 


coſtly ornaments, and blazing with the united 


luſtre of gems and gold. The laſt might be 


compared to a ſmall plain building, executed 


with the utmoſt elegance, and adorned with 
the utmoſt ſimplicity. Zulima was more ad- 


mired than Zelis; but Zelis was more beloved 
than Zulima. 


Zelis had an ee e in 1 counte- 


nance, which was, like the magnet, irreſiſtibh 

attracting. She was modeſt, gentle, affable, 
and unconſcious of her perfections. . Fheſe a- 
miable qualities ſoon bound the heart of Ham- 
ed in adamantine chains. He was pleaſed. with 
her perſon, but enraptured with her mind, and 
had ſoon the ſatisfaction to find that Zelis view- 


ed him with equal delight, loved him with: e- 


qual ardour, and eſteemed him with equal fin- 
cerity. The news of their intended union flew 
with the ſwiftneſs of lightning to the houſe: of 
Abukazan. Zulima felt a diſorder ſhe had ne- 
ver known before, at the receipt of this intelli- 


gence. To think that ſhe had loſt her lover, | 
was perturbation ; but to think that Zelis was 


in N of him, diſtraction. Many _— 
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ſhe 0 pent in contriving methods to recal her lo- 
ver; and, at laſt, fixed on a deſign, which ſhe 


executed immediately with an aſſurance of ſuc- 


ceſs. She prevailed on Cadige, an old nurſe, 
who had attended her from her infancy, to make 
herſelf ſerviceable to Zelis. Zelis was pleafed 
with her aſſiduity, and told Zulima ſhe was very 
happy in poſſeſſing ſo uſeful a ſlave. Zulima, 
who beheld Zelis with the eyes of a lion when 


a tender kid lies bleeding at his feet, was fo 


delighted to find that ſne was fallen into the 
toils which were ſpread for her, that ſhe in- 


treated her to keep Cadige for her own uſe; 
telling her, with an air of pleaſantry, that ſhe 


had won her affections, and adding, that ſhe 
could not therefore, with ſo much propriety, of- 
fer her to any other perſon. Cadige, in a 
ſhort time, took advantage of the confidence 
Zelis placed in her ; and endeavoured to make 
her contemptible in the eyes of Hamed, by 
throwing a veil over her virtues, and to weak- 
en his attachment to her, by infinuating, with 


an anxious concern for his happineſs, that the 
woman he had choſen from the reſt of her ſex, 


Was, of all her ſex, the moſt unworthy of his e- 


ſteem. While Cadige was thus employed, and 


while Zelis reflected on the coldneſs of her lo- 
ver, with tears, and with complainings, Zulima 
was full of gloomy doubts and alarming fears. 
The cauſe of her firſt deviation from rectitude, 
by attempting to leſſen Hamed's affection for 


Zelis, gave her many uneaſy throbs ; but theſe 
| were agreeable ſenſations, compared to the pangs 


- ſhe felt, when ſhe reflected on the immorality 


of her actions, Conſcious of the Wee 
: | e 


— 


{: 


_— 


ſue Was perpetrating, ſhe was pre-eminently | 
wretched. Her mind was agitated, ike. che 
ſand of the deſert by a whirlwind ; revenge en- 
groſſed her thoughts; baniſhed every other i- 
dea, and eradicated every other paſſion, She 
vowed. to purſue Zelis to deſtruction, becauſe. 
her importance was leſſened by the deſertion 
of Hamed; though ſhe abhorred, at the ſame. 
time, the turpitude of her intentions. She 
forgot to.; ſurvey. herſelf in the taliſman of 
truth, and Abdaric was no longer remembered 
by her. One evening, while. ſhe was in this 


torturing ſituation, Cadige informed her, that 


by perpetually. filling the ears of Hamed with 
the ill health, ill nature, and ill behaviour of. 
Jelis, ſhe hag, almoſt perſuaded him to aban- 


don her; and that the anguiſh of diſappoint- 


ment had greatly. diminiſhed the luſtre of her 


charms. Zulima heard the news with alacrity g 
and, fluſhed with, the hopes of triumphing o- 
ver a formidable. rival, began to deck herſelf 
with new. ornaments.” All the vivid colours of 
the rainbow glowed on her filky veltments. 
Bur her joy Was of ſhort, duration; for, on 
caſting her eye accidentally on the caliſman, 
ſhe ſunk down upon her ſofa,, Without motion, 
and without ſcnſe.—While, the  lave flew to 
procure a reſuſcitating medicine, the earth o- 
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pened, and Abdaric appeared. Zulima heard 


the ruſtling of his beard, Which ſounded like 


the roaring of a. cataract, and awaked; but 
was awe-ſtruck, and endeavoured to ſcreen her- 
felt from his penetrating looks with her peil. 
But that ſtratagem was a vain one ; for with a 
— Oo 
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cc 
touch of his wand, it fell to the ground. "She 60 
reddened with ſhame, and was abaſhed when « 
thus the genius T hou canſt not conceal « 
„ thyſelf, O daughter of the duſt,” from an 6 
“& all-ſeeing eye. Thou haſt made uſe of 'the f 
e moſt criminal methods to render thyſelf an 
7 object of horror. I am now come to entice 14 
cc thee to act right, but to condemn thee for _ 
& having acted wrong. Thy crimes are of fo 


black a dye, they cannot be puniſhed with 
e too much rigour. I warned thee of thy 
« danger, when thou ſtoodſt tottering on the 
4 brink of a precipice—Why didſt thou not 
„follow my. counſel Know, inconſiderate 
« Zulima, that a beautiful woman, without in- 
ce nocence and virtue, is like an almond- tree 
< in winter, ſtript of its foliage and its fruit.” 
When he had uttered theſe words, he {truck 
the unhappy Zulima with his wand. She in- 
ſtantly became a ſported, ſerpent, and crawled 
upon the earth before him. Abdaric then turn- 
ed to Cadige, Who at this juncture arrived with 
the juice of a plant, which the ſages of phy- 
fic always adminiſter, when the powers of rea- 
ſon are ſuſpended—* 'Behold,” faid he, © thy 
* wretched child. Seven years ſhall ſhe” thus 
<< ereep upon the ground, a noiſome” reptile 
<« in the gardens. of Hamed, who now revels 
<& in his bower, compleatly happy i in being u- 
cc nited to Zelis, the moſt amiable woman of 
<« the Fall. When ſhe can take a pleaſure in 
*« the felicity of others, ſhe ſhall re- aſſume a 
« human form. Seven years ſhall ſhe conti- 
& nue in beauty 8 brighteſt bloom, but with- 
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Tu HE ſun, fays. an Eaſtern ſage, was 9 22 
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« out one lover to ſoothe her ride - one ad- 


« mirer-to flatter her 5 0 If, at the expi- 
4 ration of the laſt year, 


© is; convinced of 
6 her )alt errors, and can render her wind as 
« faultleſs as her perſon ; ſhe may chen, Even 
6 Zulima may then be happy. 

Ai the concluſion of this ſpeech, he funk in- 


p 5 8 


to the earth again, which cloſed with a "noiſe 
like the burſting of a cloud u with 
| nee : 
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ing behind the weſtern hills, and, with - 
4% rays, gilded the ſpires and turrets of 
Golconda, when the captive Selima, from the 
window of the ſon of Nouradin's ſeraglio, 
caſting a moprnful look at the country Which 
ſhe ſaw at a diſtance beyond the boundary of 
of her confinement, fixed her eyes on ſome 
cottages which ſhe could diſtinguiſh by the thin 
ſmoke aſcending from them, and ſeemed to 
envy the humble condition of the lowly inha- 


bitants. She longed, to exchange her own ſi- 


tuation, for that of innocent poverty and chear- 
ful tranquillity. Little by little, the envied 
proſpect faded on her fight, and the liſtened 


with horror to the craſhing of iron bars, and 
dhe cloſing grates that ſurrounded her: 5 till, at 
Lene. all was huſhed, all became q 


uiet as the 
of hours. 
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hours of night, and ſtillneſs advanced.— 
then burſt forth into the following ſoliloquy 
* And Was . 1 05 8 reaſonable being, mat he 


cried, et for this, o be excluded for ever 
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% loved, to. the land of ſilence and ſhadows. 
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et 
1 * 


* from {ociety, 1 doomed to add one mor 


to the flayes of the monarch of the Faſts 
Have . deferyed this at the hand of Provi- 
dence, or exacted this unequal lot from the 
genius of diſtribution? Did I ever turn mine 
ears from the cries of the needy, or ſhut 
the open hand of mercy from the poor? 
Why then am I puniſhed in this manner ? 
why for ever denied the bleſſings of mutual 


love, and condemned to weep in vain to the 


walls of a priſon-houſe ? While I was a child, 
the angel of death cloſed the eyes of my pa- 


rents, when as yet 1 knew not their loſs; 
and, a few moons ago, the ſame miniſter of 


terror bore from my arms a fiſter whom 


The reſt of thoſe that are dear to me, groan 
under the bands of ſervitude i in the mines of 
Agar, or traverſe the great waters in the 
ſhips of India. Some happier few, who have 


found grace in the eyes of the ſultan, live 
only t to ſhow me the difference between what 
1 was, and what I am. Yet the remem- 
brance of thoſe I loſt, I bore with reſignatibn. 
Tr wept, indeed, and retired, but, as yet, re- 


pined "not: but, to know no end of miſery, 


to be kept as a witneſs to the luxury of thoſe 
who were once our equals, is ſurely the 
worſt. that can be inflicted. TI have faid to 
the Haves, "why will not my lord the fultan 

90 diſmiſs 


21d * i "CD Wy -Cd * 


F*** 


. 


* 


of ORIENTAL TALES: 173 


66 diſmiſs the maid whom he thinks unworthy 
“ his. embraces, and whoſe preſence will ra- 
« ther caſt a cloud over his pomp, than in- 
« creaſe it? But they treat my tears and re- 
«© monſtrances with ſcorn, nor are their hearts. 


“ melted in them with pity. Night and ſilence 


« are over all the ſeraglio. Even the horrid 
« guards, to whoſe care we are configned, are 
« faſt locked up in fleep hen, O! when 
« ſhall L enjoy that ſweet oblivion? Diſcontent, 
i and perpetual uneaſineſs of mind, baniſh from 


© my eyes all. propenſity to. reſt—The nighs: 


„only affords me an opportunity to vent my 
« complaints; and my. greateſt happineſs, is 
« this hour of univerſal. repole, when I can,. 
4 undiſturbed and unmoleſted, give utterance: 


to the ſorrow of my heart.” 


As ſhe was ſpeaking. theſe laſt words, 19 : 
ſhade of darkneſs was ſuſpended on a.ſudden,. 
and a light diffuſed around her like the flaſh of 
mid-day. . She looked up, and. behold). Aza» 
zel the angel of. reproof became viſible. to» 
her light : ſhe bowed her head. in. the duſt, and 
humbled. herſelf before him. Selma, he 


cried, © ariſe, thou miſguided child of afflicti- 


„ on.. Lam that genius who was with thee, 
« when. thou waſt as. yet a child, and in mx 
book were, thy future. fortunes written. I 
was with the angel, . whoſe. miniſtry. it was to 
ſeal. the. eyes of thy. parents,. and. who laid 
his hands upon. thy ſiſter. Under my i in- 
fluence wert Kar: brought as a captive. unto 
Amurath from thg banks of. the Oxus, and 
immurcd in the yy ls Py this ſcraglio. halt 
„ 


wo» 
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c haſt complained of thy fate; thou haſt ſaid, 

c that the eye of thy genius frowned on thy 
birth, and that misfortune has marked thee 
« for her daughter : but I am come to clear 
* thy doubts, and to direct thee where thou 
< may'ſt find the manſions of reſt.— Let my 
« words fink deep in thee, and grave them in 
«living characters on, thy heart. I will take 
<« away the miſt from before thine eyes ; for 
thou knoweſt not what thou haſt ſaid. Thou 
< haſt lamented the fate of thy ſiſter, who is 
< happier by far than thou art, and who has 
<. her {tation aſſigned her in the realms of bliſs. 
The ſituation of thy companions, who have 
« appeared pleafing to the fultan, has been the 
4 object of thine envy : but, alas! thine is a 
4 paradiſe to theirs. Thou haſt repined at 
that ſolitude, which, hadſt thou made right 
„ uſe of it, would have taught thee to know 
«. thyſelf; and haſt grieved that thou wert not 
* born: to that beauty which thouſands ne- 
„ ver poſſeſs, and which would have been. 
„ to thee as a puniſhment, inſtead. of a bleſ- 
« ſing. I will now ſhow thee what, but for 
„ my, interpoſition, would have been thine 
on deſtiny; had this thy laſt, thy preſump- 
* tuous Wiſh, been crowned with ſucceſs; hadſt 
thou been bidden in thy turn, to deck with: 
© oriental pomp the bed of Amurath; and re- 
++ poſe on the ſilken pavilions in the- inner 
+ chambers of the palace. Turn thyſelf to 
* the Eaſt, and view there what I ſhall ex- 
. Plain to thee.” 

- -. She 


* 
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She turned, and beheld a woman ſeated on a | 
throne, ſurrounded with every. circumſtance of 


Eaſtern magnificence. She was fair as one of 
the Houris, and ſparkling in the gold of In- 
doſtan; and the diamonds of Surat. In her 
preſence, every mouth was dumb, every knee 
bended with fear, and every cye fixed on the 
ground; yet ſhe ſeemed to receive the adora- 
tions of: the croud with a coldneſs, nor was her 
heart glad at the approach of her lord. She 
ſeemed alone as to herſelf, though amidſt won- 


dering thouſands, and ten thouſands at her 


feet. View her yet again, he ſaid, Selima,. 
& as the croud retiring leaves her in her cloſet: 


„ and what happineſs does ſhe ſeem poſſeſſed 


e of, that thou wiſheſt to be thine ? Does not 
« that gloom that hangs on her brow, owe its 
„being to fear? is ſhe not conſcious that 
„ treachery or chance can in a moment bring 
her licentious happineſs to an end? and guilt, 
that viper in her boſom, deſtroys all reliſh: 
for pleaſures, and points out to her the va- 
<« nity of all joys, which have not virtue for 
their foundation.—But ſee, the guards ruſh 
„ in at this moment to ſeize her, and accuſe 


„ her of having conſpired the death of her 


* lord. —Mark, how rhe ſplendid apartments, 


« and alcove of pleaſure diſappear, and, in 
<« their ſtead, the joyleſs gloom, and grated: 


&« windows of a priſon.—Now ſhe is hurried 
e in: they throw the black robe of death-up- 
cc On her in vain does ſhe now think of com- 


& mand, in vain wave that hand, which, a few 


&. hours before, would have ſtilled the raging 
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of the people, and humbled the rulers of 
<«. the world. She now begs to be heard, and 


& has recourſe,. as her laſt aid, to entreaty, | 


“tears, and proſtration, but in vain.— She 
js dragged down on the rocky pavement by 
“ the hands of ſlaves, who offer her the dif- 


< ferent alternatives of the poiſoned cup, or 


< the ſabre.— She drinks: and ſee, ſhe ſinks 
% yet and yet paler to the earth.—See the laſt 
< conyulſive ſtruggle the dying gaſp, and the 
“ ſigh that rends the heart in the laſt agon 

& Scarce is there a pauſe They ſtrip the yet 
e warm body, denied to be joined in burial with 
the queens of the land, and expoſe it for a 
prey to the eagle and vulture. 


« Such, ſhort-ſighted maid, would have 


„ been thy lateſt hour; and. thy end would 


« have reſembled hers. Bear then thy pre- 
« ſent fate without repining, nor daſh the cor- 


« dial, which hope preſents thee with, to the 
6 ground, but wait with. patience for a hap» 
„ pier hour. Their lot only may be called 
© miſerable, whoſe faces were never. covered 
& with ſhame, and who go down unrepenting 
< to the grave.—Hope is yet thine, which can 
c turn the walls that confine thee, to the bower 
of content. Then ſay not in thine heart, 
cc that thy portion here is with the wretched ; 
« nor, by Wiſhing to alter the allotment of 
„ Providence, provoke the rage of a power 
& infinitely greater than wine, which can cruſh 
* thee to atoms at-a: blow.“ 
When he had ſpoke theſe words, he Cs 
ed. out. his arm over her, and ſhe ſunk down 
On? 
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on 2 ſofa into the arms of ſleep; from which 


ſhe awoke in the morning with a conviction of 


her late unmjuſt repinings, and with a perfect 


reſignation to the lot which her genius had af- 
bene hee, in ths W nn of e els: 
„ T0110 EB 
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HE and ALBEMIRA. 
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Algen, a man \ of great Gout and for- 

tune in Sicily, having unluckily oppoſed 
the tyrant. of Dionyſius, was obliged to quit 
that country, and ſeek an aſylum in Perſia. 
He took with him two ſons, and a daughter, 


named Albemira, then on the approach of her 


thirteenth © year, and in her full bloom of 
beauty. 4 


Argentinus, on bits arrivat at the ends 
was taken notice of, and entertained by Helio- 
centrus, chief prieſt of the ſun, who, after 
enquiring into his rank, and hearing the ſtory 
of his misfortunes, commanded him not only 
to make uſe of his hoſe with the utmoſt free- 
dom, but alſo of his intereſt and fortunes; 


and, without giving him time to conſider in what 
manner to aſk his friendſhip, the prieſt had 


taken care to recommend him to the emperor 


Cyrus, who placed him in a poſt near 87 


perſon, and ſuited to his dignity. 

Albemira, in a courſe of converſation, kt; 
by her native innocence, delicate wir, and ſanc-. 
tity of manners, gained ſo much on the af- 
fections of Heliocentrus; that he firſt gazed, 


then admired,” and at length loved. The 


prieſt 
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prieſt had the advantage of a fine perſon, a 
ready addreſs, and a happy manner of 5 id 


ating himſelf into the eſteem of all with whom 


he converſed; but was more particularly. ſuc- 
ceſsful: int his application to Albemira, in whoſe 


heart, honour, gratitude, and affection, all met 
together, and acted as the advocates of Helio- | 


centrus. 

Argentinus ſoon found himſelf 4 happily 
ſeated, by-the favour of Heliocentrus, and his 
imperial Majeſty's eſteem, as to be able to take 
from his friend the burden of his family, and 


placed himſelf in a houſe as near as poſſible, to 


Heliocentrus and to the imperial court, that 
he might alternately perform his duty to the 


emperor, and enjoy the ſocial converſe of the 


prieſt. 

When Heljocentros: found. Argentinus fo 
happily ſettled, however his generoſity - guard- 
ed him before, againſt ſeeming to make his 


wiſh a command, he now declared to Argeti- 


tinus his affection for Albemira, which was re- 
ceived as became a man of honour, and one 


who was obliged for every thing to Heliocen- 
trus: but perhaps, owing to ſome delicacies © 
peculiar to that country, or that it was neceſ- 
ſary Albemira ſhould come gradually in to give 


her conſent, or that the emperor was firſt to 
be conſulted, the marriage Was for ſome time 
deferred. +] 

In the mean time, there came often to the 
houſe of Argentinus, a rich Armenian mer- 
chant, who was a kind of broker or agent to 
the court, and dealt in diamonds, and other 
ö Jewels 
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jewels and valuable curioſities, by which he had 


free acceſs to the ladies of the ſeraglio, carried 
on a commerce with the principal eunuchs, and 
was uſually referred by the emperor to Argen- 
tinus, to tranſact ſuch buſineſs as yy Il 5 
way, and concerned the court. 

By theſe frequent viſits, he came to ni 
that Argentinus had a beautiful daughter un- 
married. The merchant had a ſon marriage» 
able; and although the father was in his na- 
ture extremely penurious, and Argentinus not 
yet in à flow of wealth, yet the merchant con- 
ſidered the intereſt of Argentinus, and the way 
he was in of acquiring riches, as an ample 
conſideration. He was therefore determined 
upon making the match for his ſon, and ac- 


cordingly addreſſed Argentinus on the ſubject, 


who very freely opened himſelf to the mer- 
chant, and told him what engagements he was 
under, and what obligations he owed to the 
generous Heliocentrus. The merchant was 
not to be put off his purſuit by ſuch kind of 
honorary feaſons. | He preſſed Argentinus cloſe- 
ly; but, finding him immoveable, - retired to 
conſider by what means he might attain his 
ends. He conſulted the chief eunuch; and 
after having engaged him thoroughly in his in- 
tereſt, by means that never fail at court, he 
now determined doing that by power, which he 

could not attain by application. | 
Argentinus had ſome ſuſpicion of what would 
happen, and communicated his thoughts to 
Heliocentrus, who, eſteeming his own intereſt 
at court as much ſuperior to the merchant's, 
concluded 


— 
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concluded that he durſt not preſume | to pro- 


ceed that way; and in this opinion, ſet himſelf 


down unconcerned. But Argentinus, who had 


all the Italian genius about him, reaſoned very 
differently ; and being clearly ſenſible what a 


rich reſolute man was capable of doing at an 


Aſiatic court, he uſed his utmoſt arts to traverſe 
the merchant's ſteps, but in vain: the old man 
had managed his time, and employed his pre- 
ſents too well to be diſappointed. i Argentinus 
no ſooner appeared in the preſence- chamber, 
but the emperor told him, with a ſmile of joy, 


that he had diſpoſed of his daughter for him 
to great advantage; but obſerving Argentinus 
look ſad, he demanded the cauſe; and upon 
being informed, of the truth, only ſaid in re- 


turn, . Argentinus, I am ſorry that both you 
8 and Heliocentrus muſt be diſappointed. My 
ce royal word js paſt, and you know: that it is 
„ an-unchangeable. decree.” 2 
Let any man, upon this occaſion, bars imagine, 


when all the different paſſions are blended and 
workeing in the human breaſt ; duty to a ſo- 


vereign, affection to à child, gratitude to 2 
friend, and a man's own previous, proſpects of 
happineſs, which he ſuppoſed would be the 
reſult of the firſt· intended match, now agitat- 
ed and working. i into a flame, and, as it were, 
pent up in the boſom by reſpect and awe: let 
any man but imagine what muſt be. the na- 


tural. conſequence, and he will be. under no 


difficulty to judge of the unhappy effect it had 
upon the diſtreſſed Argentinus : : in a, word, he 
tinged - in the emperor's Preſence, , and was 


carried 


3 „ mes — . By 


* S N . T 


= 


* 


/ 


| F ORIENT AL TALES, 181 


rartieh off expiring. However, he recovered; 


and his ſpirits, that were now broke and walt 
ing, only ſupported Rim juſt long enough to 
hear, that his daughter was, by the emperor's 
command, hurried away to the temple; and 
that Heliocentrus had ſuddenly left his habita- 


tion, and was gone, no one knew whither. 


This finiſned the tragedy of the father, and 
brings us next to enquire after the diſpoſition 
of the reſt of the parties. 

Albemira was married; but the wedding- 
day, inſtead of the accuſtomed} Joy, was only, 
on poor Albemira's part, a ſcene of miſery, 
diſtraction and ſorrow. Her father dead with 
grief; her friend, protector and lover, vaniſhed, 
and, for aught the knew, aſſaſſinated on her 
account; her two brothers employed in very 
diſtant parts of the empire, and herſelf in the 
arms of an enemy, who had been the cauſe 
of all the miſchief; and what, if poſſible, was 
worſt of all, ther huſband a man of very mean 
and contemptible birth, and with a ſoul as poor 
as his education. He made no allowances for 
poor Albemira's ſituation, but, Jealous of her 


whole heart being ſet on Heliocentrus,. and 


being informed, that the emperor, on enqui- 
ring into the truth, had diſcovered enough to 
refuſe giving him rhe fortune uſually preſented 
with the ladies of the court, and that this, 
in effect, portended his utter ruin; he imme- 
diately packed up all his effects, and, accompa- 
nied by his wife, his father, and a few ſervants, 
made the beſt of their way into a foreſt, that 
kes in The road between Babylon and Pctſepd- 
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lis. Albemira,. all the while loſt in a kind. of 
ſtupid inſenſibility, was dragged on with the 
reſt; when, on a ſudden, a voice, at ſome lit- 
tle diſtance, ſeemed to awake her out of. her 
trance, and throw her into an uncommon, fit of 
tranſport. The voice, that was very ſhrill and 
piercing, ſeemed intermingled or broke with 
tremulous agonies, as a perſon on the point of 
expiring. It repeated Albemira thrice; and 
then added in a fainter tone, O! let me ſee 
e that dear amiable angel once more, and my 
< ſoul ſhall viſit the bright regions of the ſun 
t in peace.” Albemira turned up her eyes 
towards heaven, as ſuppoſing her lover was 
calling to her from the clouds; but, on the 
voice being repeated, ſhe leapt off from her- 
mule, and ran precipitarely i into the woods ; and 
there, to_her amazement, beheld a dead "Tow, 
and her lover expiring by its ſide.—She, with- 
out reflecting on the conſequence, threw her- 
{elf down by his fide : he had juſt life enough 
to bid her. an eternal adieu, and expired on her 
boſom; and ſhe juſt ready to follow him, when 
the enraged huſband rode up, and only ſaying, 
I ſee you prefer the prieſt to me,” plung- 
ed his ſpear into her breaſt, which ſhe ſeemed 
to lay willingly open to him, and expired with 
a ſmile. The young merchant then clapped 
ſpurs to his horſe, and would have made his 
eſcape; but was ſeized by his own ſervants, and 
conducted to Babylon, where he met a puniſh- 
ment ſuitable to his demerits. | 
Cyrus commanded due honours to be paid 
to the remains of Argentinus, and the two il- 


laſtrious 
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juſtrious lovers. And, that the memory of ſo 
much honour, gratitüde, and affection, might be 
tranſmitted, as an example to poſterity, he far- 
ther commanded Ariftius, the Greek ſtatuary, 
to relate the melancholy hiſtory in bas- relief, 
on the eaſtern tower of Babylon, where it re- 

' mained with the ſmiles of the riſing ſun upon 
it, at the time of Alexander s e chat . 
CET: | 
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PaoCBEDINGS of Provipaxcs vindicated. 


3 WW HERE Tauris lifts: its head above the 
Y ſtorm; and preſents nothing to the ſighr 
E of the diſtant trayeller, but the horrid proſpect 
of nodding rocks, falling torrents, and all the 
variety of tremendous nature; there, on the 
bleak boſom of this frightful mountain, ſeclud- 
| ed from the ſociety, and deteſting the ways of 
| men, lived Aſem the miſanthrope. | 
Aſem had ſpent his youth among Miki: 
had ſhared in their amuſements, had been I 
ſtructed in their laws; had been taught to love 
his fellow- creatures with the moſt ardent affec- 
tion, and, from the "tenderneſs of his diſpoſi- 
tion, had exhauſted all his fortune in 5 1 6k 
the wants of the diſtreſſed. The petitian n 
left his hand unopened; the weary traveller n 2 
ver r his door, and he only deſiſted fror 
Q 2 doing, 
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doing good, when he had no longer: the Power 


of giving. 
From a fortune thus ſpent in denen 


he expected, in poverty, a grateful return from, 


thoſe he had formerly relieved: he made his, 
applications with confidence of redreſs ;. they. 
heard his firſt petition with pity, bur ſoon grew 
weary of his importunity ;. for pity is but a. 
ſhort-lived paſſion. He now began to. view, 
the world in a very different light from that 
in which he had before beheld it. He perceiv- 
ed a thouſand vices he had* never before ſuf- 
pected to exiſt. Wherever he turned, ingra- 
titude, diſſimulation, and treachery appeared; 
and all conſpired to increaſe his deteſt ation of 


the human ſpecies. Reſolved; therefore, to con- 


tinue no longer in a world which he hated, and 


Which repaid his deteſtation with contempt, he 


retired to, this region of deſolate ſterility, in 
order to. brood over his reſentment in ſolitude, 
and converſe with the only honeſt, heart he, 
knew; namely, with his owns... . . 

A cave was his only ſhelter from che incle- 
mency of the weather; fruits gathered with. 
difficulty from the mountain's.. ſide, his only 
food; and his drink no other than the: turbid 
water, fetched, with danger and tail, from the: 
headlong torrent, In this. manner he lived, 
ſequeſtered from ſociety, paſſing the hours in 
meditation, and often exulting that he was able. 
to live independently of his fellow- creatures. 


At the foot of the mountain, an extenſive · 


lake diſplayed its broad and glaſſy boſom, re- 
flecting part of the inpeudng horrors: of. the. 
mountain. 


#- ORIENTAL TAE. wi 
mountain. To this capacious mirror he would 


ſometimes deſeend, and, reclining on its: ſteep” 
banks, caſt an eager look on the ſmooth expanſe 
that lay before him. How beautiful, he 


often cried; is nature! how lovely, even in 


« her wildeſt foenss | how finely contraſted is 


c. che level Plain thavlies before me, with von 


« awful pile that hides its tremendous head in- 
* the clouds of Heaven! But the beauty of 
* theſe ſcenes; is no way comparable to their” 
ec utility. The mountain collects its watery” 
+ ſtores from the aerial reſervoirs, and pours 
them into this capacious receptacle, from- 


«. whence an hundred rivers are ſupplied, which: 


« di{tribute health and verdure to the ſeveral: 


S countries through which they ffow. Every 
_ © part of the univerſe is beautiful, juſt, and 


i wiſe, but mau: vile man is A. ſolceifin in na- 
* ture; the oh. monſter in the creation... 
Tempeſts and whirlwinds have their uſe; but 
«© vieious, ungrateful man is a blor in the fair 
«- page: of univerſal beauty. Why was/L born 
«of that-deteſted ſpecies, whoſe: vices are al- 
e moſt rep to the wifdom of the nn ng | 
« Creator! 'Were men entirely free from vice, 
all. would be uniformity, harmony, anda or 
„ der. Vice is miſery; virtue is bappieſs. 
* A World: of moral reQaitude ſeems the refuirt 
Oft a pertectiy moral; agent. Why; why] then 
O Alla! mult I be thus confined-1 in dark meſc,. 


«doubt; andaefpair???; 


Juſt as he uttered therword ; He: wass 
going to plunge into: the Take. Beucath bun. 
at once to: ſatisf his doaubts,, and: put a. rid ering? 


to his. anxiety ;, When he perceived. a- moſtꝭ Wa- 
53 - | 
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jeſtic being walking on the ſurface of 0 wa- 
ter, and approaching the bank on which he 
{tood. So unexpected an object at once check - 
ed his purpoſe; he ſtopped, and contemplated 
the majeſtic appearance, and fancied he law 
ſomething, awful and divine in his aſpect. 191 

Son of Adam,” cried the genius, “ ſtop chy ä 
«,,raſh- purpoſe. The father of the faithful | 
ce has ſeen thy juſtice, thy integrity, thy mi- 
ce ſeries, and hath ſent me to afford and admi- 
<< niſter relief. Give me thine hand, and fol- 
% low, without trembling, wherever I ſhalt 
<< Jead. In me, behold the genius of convic- 
tion, kept by the great prophet to turn from 
their errors thoſe who go aſtray, not from 
«© curioſity, but a rectitude of 1 intention. 9 
„% low me, and be wiſe.” “ T 

- Aſem immediately deiedded » upon the. Hike, | 
and his guide conducted him along the ſurface 
of the water, till, coming near the center of 
the lake, they both began to fink : the waters 
cloſed over their heads, they deſcended ſeveral | 
fathoms, till Afem, juſt ready to give up his 
life as inevitably loſt, found himſelf with his 
celeſtial guide in another world, at the bottom 
of the waters, where human foot had never 
trod before. His aſtoniſhment was beyond de- 
ſcription, when he ſaw:'a fun like that he had 
jeſt; over his head a ſerene iky, and blooming 
verdure under his feet. 

I plainly perceive your e, Aaid- 
the genius; © but fuſpend it for a while, This 
« world was formed by Alla, at the requeſt, 
and under the Inſpection of our Bert pro- 
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1 „ phet, who once entertained the ſame doubts 
ce which filled your mind when I found o 
: „ and from the conſequence of which you' - | 
ce were ſo lately reſcued. The rational inhas. 0 
5 « bitants of this world are formed according 
to your own ideas; they are abſolutely with⸗- 
e out vice. In other reſpects, it reſembles 
« your earth, but differs from it in being ; 
« wholly inhabited by men incapable of im- 
mortality. If you find this world more a- 
« greeable than that you ſo lately left, you 
have free permiſſion to ſpend in it the re- 
mainder of your days; but permit me for 
ſome time to attend you, that I: may ſilence 
your doubts, and make you better acquaint- 


ed with your company, 3nd 2 8 new e 
e 76 


8 world without vice! ben aden 
« without. immortality !” eried Aſem, in a rap- 
ture; „ thank thee, O Alla, who haſt at 
0 length heard my petitions. This, this in- 
deed, will produce happineſs, ecſtaſy and 
*« eaſe! O for an immortality to ſpend it a- 
mong men, who are incapable of ingrati- 
tude, injuſtice, fraud, violence, and a thou- 
ſand other crimes that render Touny mat — 
“ able!“ $34 85 
Ceaſe thine atclmpians:?? replied: the 
genius. Look around thee; reflect on e- 
very object and action before us, and com- 
municate to me the reſult of thine obſerva- 
| tions. Lead wherever-you think proper; 1 
0 * ſhall be your attendant and inſtructor. A- 
lem and his companion travelled on in ſilence 
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for ſome time, the former being entirely joſt 
in aſtofliſnment; but at laſt, recovering his for- 
mer ſerenity, he could not help obſerving, that 


the face of the country bore a near reſem- 


blance to that he had left, except that this 


ſubterranean” world ſtill ern to e its 


primeval wildnefs: < 
t Here,” cried*Aſem; 4.1 perceive Animal of 
e prey, and others that ſeem only deſigned 
« for their ſubſiſtence ;- it is the very ſame” in 
the world over our heads, Had I been per- 


emitted to inſtruct our prophet, I ſhould” 
have removed this defect, and formed no 


«'yoracious or deſtruRive animals, which on- 
«ly prey on the other parts of the creation.“ 
4 Vour tenderneſs for inferior animals is, I 


find, remarkable,“ ſaid the genius ſmiling.” 


« But with regard to ſubordinate animals, this 
« world exactſy reſembles: the other, and in- 
«deed; for obvious reaſons; for the earth cal 
«© ſupport a more conſiderable number of ani- 
mals, by- their thus becoming food for each: 
« other, than if ttiey: had lived entirely on her 


& vegetable productions 80 that animals, of 


« different natures, thus formed; inſtead of leſſ- 
« enjng their multitade, ſubſiſt in the greateſt 


* number poſſible. But let us haſten on to- 


the inhabited country before us, and ſee. 

« what that offers for inſtruction or reproof.“ 
They ſoon gained the utmoſt verge of the- 

foreſt, and} entered the country inhabited by 


men without: vice; and Aſem antieipated, in! 


idea, the rational delight he hoped to experi- 


ence. in. ſuch an innocent ſociety... But they. 


hadi 
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had ſcarce left the confines of the wood, when: 


they beheld one of the inhabitants flying with. 


haſty ſteps, and terror in his countenance, from: 


an 6 au of ſquirrels - that cloſely. purſued him. 
4 r ” cried Aſem, “ why does he fly?“ 


„ what can he fear from animals ſo contempti- 
| © ble??? He had ſcarce ſpoken, when he per- 


ceived two-dogs purſuing another of the humane. 
ſpecies, , who, with equal terror and haſte, at- 
tempted to avoid them This, cried Aſem- 
to his guide, is truly ſurprizing; nor can I. 


conceive the reaſon for ſo ſtrange an action.“ 
« Every ſpecies of animals, replied the genius, 
« has, of late, grown very powerful in this coun- 


try; for the inhabitants, at fixſt: thinking it un- 
* juſt, to uſe either: force or fraud im deſt roꝝing 


| = them, they have inſenſibly: increaſed; - and- 


e now frequently ravage their harmleſs fron-- 
«. tiers.” „But. they ſhould. have been de- 
«. ſtroyed;” cried Aſem: you ſee che conſe- 
« quence of ſuch neglect. + Where then is: 
« that tenderneſs you ſo - lately expreſſed for- 
* ſubordinate- animals ? replied the genius; 
ſmiling ;:< you-ſeem to have forgot that. brancli: | 
4 justice. L muſt acknowledge my mi-- | 
8 take,” returned, Aſem L am now con- 
« vinced- we muſt; be-guilty of tyranny and in- 
* juſtice to the brute; creation, if we would 
enjoy the world ourſelves. But let us no 
longer obſerve the duty of man to theſe: 
irrational. creatures, but ſurvey: their con- 
« nections: with one another.“ As they walk-- 
ed farther up the country, the more: he was 
ſurpriſed. to ſee no veſtiges of handſome bk: | 
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no cities, nor any mark of elegant deſign. His 
conductor ee ig his ſurpriſe, obſerved, that 
the inhabitants of this new world were per- 
fectly content with their ancient ſimplicity. 
Each had a houſe; which, theugh homely, was 
ſufficient to lodge his little family. They were 
too good to build houſes, which could onty in- 
creaſe their own pride, and the envy of the 
ſpectator; that they built for convenience, and 
not for ſhew. © At leaſt then,” ſaid Aſem, 
„they have neither architects, painters, or ſta- 
« tuaries, in their ſociety; ; but theſe are idle 
arts, and may be ſpared: However, before 
„I ſpend much more time here, you E 
„ have my thanks for introducing me into the 
« ſociety of ſome of their wiſeſt men. There 
js ſcarce any pleaſure to me, equal to à re- 
« fined converſation. There is nothing of which” 
« am ſo much enamoured as wiſdom.” . Wiſ- 
« dom, replied his inſtructor; how fidieu- 
« lous! We have no wiſdom here, for we have 
no occaſion for it: true wiſdom is only a 
% knowledge of our own duty, and the duty ok 
others to us; but of what uſe is ſuch Wiſ- 
dom here? Bach intuitively performs what 
« is right in himſelf, and expects the ſame from 
others. If by wiſdom you ſhould mean Fair 
* curioſity, and empty ſpeculation, as ſueh plea- 
e ſures have their origin in vanity, luxury, or 
_ * avarice, we are too good to purſue them. ko, 
« All this may be right,” ſays Aſem; „ but 
_ <. methinks I * a ſolitary diſpoſition pre - 
* vail among the people. Each family keeps 
«, rely Fidhin. their -own precinets, / with- 


&& out 
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out fociery, or without ut intercourſe? :4+- That 
indeed is true, replied: the other: here is 
4% no; eſtablilned ſociety, nor ſhould there be 
* any. All ſocieties are made either through 
“ fear or friendſhip, The people we are a- 
« mong, are now too good to fear each other; 
« and there are no motives to friendſhip, where 
all gre equally. meritorious.” Well then,” : 
ſaid the ſceptie, © as J am to ſpend my time 
« here, if I am to have neither the polite arts, 
nor wiſdom, nor friendſhip, in ſuch a. world, 
„ ſhould be glad, at leaſt, of an eaſy com- 
% panion, who may tell me his thoughts, and 
e to whom I may communicate mine? And 
to what purpoſe ſhould either do this oe fays 
the genius: “ flattery or curioſity are vicious 
« motives, and never allowed ef here 3 and 
« wiſdem is out of the queſtion.” „ Still, 
* however,” ſaid Aſem, 5 the- inhabitants maſt 
« be happy. Each is contented with his own 
« poſſeſhons, nor avariciouſly endeavours! to 
„ heap up more than is neceſſary for his own 
« ſubſiſtence; ſince it would be vicious, to 
„ heap up. more than we want ourſelves; for 
« that is invading the property of another“? 
He had ſcarce ſpoken, when his ears were 
aſſaulted with the lamentations of a wretch 
who ſat by the way-ſide, and, in the moſt de- 
plorable diſtreſs, ſeemed gently to murmur at 
his own miſery. . Aſem immediately ran to his 
relief, and found him in the laſt ſtage of a con- 
ſumption. « Strange,” cried the ſon of Adam, 
t men; who are free from vice, ſhould 
5 thus ſuffer ſo much miſery, without relief!“ 
cc Be 
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< Be not ſurprifed;” faid the wrerch, Who was 
dying ; would it not be the utmoſt injuſtice 


« for beings, who have only juſt ſufficient to 
*« ſupport themſelves, and are content with a 
„ bare. ſubſiſtence, to take it from their own 
« mouths, to put it into mme? They never are 
0 poſſeſt of u ſingle meal more than is neceſſa- 


4 xy; and, what i is barely neceflary, cannot be 


«& diſpenſed; wit They ſhould; have been 
* {upplied with more than is neceſſary,” cried 
Aſem; and yet 1 contradict my own opinion 
Ken but a moment before: all is doubt, perplex- 


ity, and confuſion, Even the want of in- 


* gratitude is no virtue here, ſince they never 


« received a favour. They have, however, 
another excellence yet behind; the -/ove of 


* their country is ſtill, J hope, one of their dar- 

nig virtues”? © Peace, Afem,” replied the 
guardian, with a countenance not leſs ſevere 
than beautiful, nor forfeir all thy pretenſions 
„ to. wiſdom. The ſame ſelfiſn motives by 


* which we prefer our own intereſt to that of 


< others, induce us to regard our country pre- 
« ferably to that of another. Nothing leſs 
„ than univerſal benevolence'is free from vice, 
ce and that you ſee is practiſed here.” Strange!“ 
_ eries the diſappointed pilgrim, in an agony of 
diſtreſs, what ſort of a world am I now in- 
% troduced to? There is ſcarce a ſingle virtue 
« but that of temperance which they practiſe, 


« and in that they are no way ſuperior to the 


« very brute creation. There is ſcarce an a- 
% muſement which they enjoy. Fortitude, li- 


« berality, friendſhip, wiidom, love of Sr 


& country, 
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00 country, and ſafety to ourſelyes ; : * are vir- 
« tues entirely unknown. here; and, by their 
« example, it ſeems, that, in ſociety, to be ; 
unacquainted with vice, is not to know vir⸗-⸗ 
« tue. Take me, O my genius, back to that 
very world which Thaye deſpiſed. A world 
which has had Alla for its contriver; is much 
more wiſely formed than that which has been 
projected by Mahomet. Ingratitude, con- 
tempt, and hatred, I can now ſuffer; for per- 
“ haps, I have deſerved them. When I ar- 
e raigned che wiſdom of Providence, I only 
ſhowed my own ignorance, Henceforth let 
me keep from vice myſeif, and Pity, it in o- 
thers:” . 
He had ſcarce. ended when the genius FS 
ſuming a look of terrible complacency, called 
all his thunders around him, and vaniſhed in a 
whirlwind. Aſem, aſtoniſhed at the terror of 
the ſcene, looked for his imaginary. world, When 
caſting his eyes around, he perceived himſelf 
in the very ſituation, ad in the very place 
where he firſt began to repine, and to deſpair. 
His right foot had been juſt advanced to take the 
fatal plunge, nor had it 3 yet withdrawn, ſo 
inſtantly did Providence ſtrike the ſeries of traths 
juſt repeated upon his ſoul. He now departed 
from the water-ſfide in tranquillity, and, leaving 
his horrid manſion, travelled to Segeſtan his 


native city, where he diligently applied himſelf 


to commerce, and put in Practice that wildaw 
he had learned in ſolitude.  _ 


The frugality of a few years ſoon prodiiced | 
opulence, the number of his domeſtics increaſ- 
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; Tx a e Wau of lakes, on the 
banks of the [rwan, lived Selyman, the 
Ton of Ardavan the ſage. He was early in 
ſtructed in all che learning of the Eaſt ; but, as 
his underſtanding opened, he grew weary of 


the labours of ſtudy, and thirſted only for the 


knowledge of mankind. With much impor- 
tunity he prevailed on his father to permit him 
to travel.— The morning was ſpread upon the 
mountains, and Solyman prepared to depart. 
When he had reached the foot of Tauris, he 
was ſtopped by an exclamation of ſorrrow, that 
proceeded from an adjacent wood. The per- 
fats he heard ſpeaking were two lovers, who 
had ſtolen a ſecret inter view before their Ina 
ſeparation. _ 
He beheld the lover ing in all the 28 uies 
of ſorrow at the feet of his weeping miſtreſs. 
Solyman, perceiving his aſſiſtance neceſſary, 


ruſhed into the thicket, and raiſed the unhap- | 


loyer from rhe earth. 
Stranger,“ ſaid the youth, whoever thou 
4c art, thine appearance intitles thee to regard, 
ce and the compaſſion thou haſt ſhown me me- 


„ rits my confidence. That lady, at whoſe 


* * feet I lately lay i is” the 9 
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66 of a mercenary wretch, Who has ſold her to 5 


66 the Khan of Bukharia, and to-morrow ſhe 


47 to be conveyed.) Fa; him, ee e 1 


0 tion. or reprieye.”.... og 
« WI hat,” replied Seine &. is ir Pofible 


« that any ching can induce a parent to make 
«. his child miſerable! I Was not ignorant of 
„the depravity of man, but I thought the af- 


805 fections of nature could not have been over- 
« come; Jet, if it is ſo, fly, while the mo- 
« ments of. liberty. remain, and let not thoſe 


« hearts Which heaven has formed for each o- 


« ther be ſeparated by man. The roof of Ar- 


cc davan has always been a refuge to innocence ET 


ein diſtreſs... I will myſelf conduct you to the 


+: By valley of Irwan, where my ather's 8 VENEr- 
66 able character, and the retired fituation of 


6 his abode, will ſecure you from detection; 


“ and I ſhall 0 in being the means of de- 


e ſivering you from miſery. 
This offer was too intereſting to Us refuſed, 


and Solyman ſhowed them the valley of Irwan, | 


and the houſe. of Ardavan. To know that 


vou are unhappy, ſaid he, “ will be a 
e ſufficient motive for him to receive you, and 


© your ſtory will procure you his protection. 
„ will now. take leave of you; becauſe I 


would not again take leave of my father.” 
Having. thus parted with the lovers, he pro- 
ceeded on his | Journey, and in five days arrived 
at IIpahan. 


Here he grew. particularly hand DR =o 
kun merchant, who ſpoke the language of the 


country. The merchant, alſo, was delighted 
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with his compa ny, and cultivated his friendſhip p. 
They frequently mer, and their converſation 
generally turning on the manners and purſuits 
of men, they mutually gratified"each other by 
accounts of their different countries. 
Being ſaddenly called by buſinefs to the court 

of Baſſora, the merchant came one morning to 
take a final leave; but the traveller was too 
much attached to his friend, to ſuffer any thing 
but neceſſity to part them. They ſet out from 
Iſpahan, and meet the morning on the moun- 
tains of Arvan. At noon, they diſcovered a 
cave on the ſouthern declivity of the mountain, 
from whence iſſued an aged hermit, who, at 
the ſight of them, haſted to his abode with all 
the feeble precipitancy of age; but, at length, 
perceiving them to be inoffenfive travellers, he 
came and invited them into his cave. 

* You will excuſe,” ſaid the hoary fage, the 
caution of years. Theſe mountains are not 
ſecure from the ravage of human ferocity, ; 
and theſe gray hairs would be no defence 
from the wanton cruelty of man. I was born 
to a competent fortune in the province of 
Lureſtan ; but being early left an orphan, my 
affairs came under the cognizance of a juſti- 
ciary court, which the members of it call the 
court of equity ; but, ſo equitable were they 
with regard to me, that they claimed two 
parts of my little fortune for their care of the 
third. Would to God, that were never 
the caſe in Great Britain,” replied the mer- 
* chant—* but proceed.” Though I had ſuch 
* early and convincing Proof of the treach- 
« ery 
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« ery and rapacity of mankind, yer ag, 1 WE. 
ways exerciſed the benevolent. virtues, myſelf, 
I could not think others totally devoid of 
them; and, at my twenty-third year, being 

© inclined to travel, I intruſted the remains; of 
my fortune with a perſon. whom I had long 
C 

c 

C 

c 


known and. reſpected; but had not been 
abſent from Lureſtan above three moons, 
when he pretended a commiſſion to diſpoſe 
of my effects, and immediately left the place. 
Upon my return therefore to the province, L 
a found neither friend nor fortune; and being 
„ © bred to no bulineſs,, E was reduced to the 
it © moſt diſtreſsful ſtate of indigence. Lapplicd,. 
l however, not without hopes of redreſs or re- 
„ lief, to a perſon of power and eminence, 
: 6- whom 1 had often heard ſpeak. of his friend- 
« ſhip with my father. After long and fre- 
quent attendance, I was admitted to an inter- 
; < view.—lT laid open my. diſtreſs to him with: 
4 that kind of eloquence which the miſeries: 
Ve ſuffer from the treachery of others always: 
« ſuggeſts, and which, however unaffeRting, it. 
may be to indifferent perſons, utters its com- 
_ © plaints with indignity and reſentment. I was: 
heard half-way through my ſtory, and diſ- 
miſſed with the following reply. It is not 
* neceſlary, young man, to proceed with your 
„complaints. I perceive you have been abuſ- 
« ed, and I am forry for you; but that ſhall 
„not be the only proof of my regard. for you.. 
„I will give you a little advice. Vou ſhould 
* never depend ſo much on the integrity or 
A benevolence of any human. PEA as to 
1 * truſt: 


R 


* 


445 ol whe With e oIdctce or bs: Ihe,” 
>" Thus ended my hopes from the friend of 
my father, whoſe benevolence extended no 
6: farther than toinftru& me how to ſecure the 
«fortune that was ſtolen, and ro e the 
fe which I wiſhed. to toſs. „F 

3 Ihad now no choice but to enter as 4 com- 
mon ſoldier into the army of the Sophi. 1 
had always delighted in martial exercifes, and 
< was expert in the uſe of arms. My dexteri- 

228 and addreſs drew upon me the attention of 
| officers; and in a ſhort time I obtained a 
a "final commiſſion. I had now. almoſt forgot 


2 


5 ind chen emed hog hope; but fortune, 
ho had for a while ceafed to perſecute me, 
as below her notice, as if ſhe had been 1 in- 
8 E dignant at my ſatisfaction, and jealous of m 
proſpects, now renewed and redoubled her 
r 
-< My nend g er had a angie of 
© uncommon beauty, and extraordinary capaci- 
ty. Zara was the object of univerſal ad- 
© miration 3 but ſhe had ſet her heart on the 
< - unfortunate Abbas. The firſt moment I be- 
Held her, I diſcovered in her looks the moſt 
tender and affectionate regard for me; which 
© imputed to her compaſſion for my misfor- 
tunes, tho” at the ſame time I wiſhed, with- 
out knowing why, that it might proceed from 
another cauſe. She aſked me for the ſtory 
of my life. I told it in the plaineſt and moſt 
pathetick manner; yet, when I had finiſhed, 
< the "Aries me to repeat it. From this mo- 
Ba _ Wn 
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ment 1 had done with peace. Her infe&i-. ; 
ous tenderneſs had ſuch an influence: upon 
my heart, that I could think of nothing but 
Zara. Without Zara, I was miſerableß A 
thouſand times did I flatter myſelf, that there 
was ſomething more than mere compaſſion in 


A = -_ 


her look and manner; and nor many days had 


© tal woch from this i 728 


«To A5 „ 


3-% 


6 Vour merit 458 your ſufferings have a 


ce claim to ſomething more than compaſſion. 


« To eſpouſe the cauſe of Abbas, is 0 diſ- 
« charge a duty which virtue cannot diſpenſe 
« with. Meet me on the parade this evening, 


and you ſhall know more of the ſentiments. 85 


Ke, of . . N 


The emotions I felt on the receipt of: Wir 
letter, can only be conceived by thoſe who, 
in the midſt of deſpairing love, have beheld 


« a gleam of hope. The tumult of my heart 


burried me to the place appointed, long be- 
« fore the time. I walked backward and for- 


Ward in the utmoſt confuſion, totally regard» 


© leſs of every object about me; ſometimes 
« raiſing my hands and eyes in the ſudden ef- 
« fuſions ef tranſport, and ſometimes. ſmiling 
with the complacency of delight. +» 


At length, the day departed, . and Tara 


came. My heart bounded at her ſight. I 
« was unable to ſpeak, and threw myſelf * her 
| . 


paſſed, before I was convinced of * n Tas "56h 
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« feet. She was alarmed at my exceſſive ear- 


r EE RE CO EI: 7 N — — 
. 8 - 6 EDO Ga 9 
— — o we * — . 3 
5 — A — » Eco I — 
. * 


—— — 
- 
- 


— 
ve. wr — / 


: 7 TO : 
F 
5 4 W * * 
: ; ; 
” 2 1 
5 — 1 * 


« neftneſs and confuſion; but, commanding me 


© to riſe, „ Abbas,” faid ſhe, if your con- 


<« fuſion proceeds from your modeſt gratitude,, 
e reſtrain it, till you find whether I am able 
to ſerve you: if it ariſes from any other 
ee cauſe, I muſt leave you this moment. {I 


© jntreated ſhe would tell me to what I was in- 


© debted for the happineſs of this interview, 

and I would be calm and attentive. + My 
e regard for your merit, and my compaſſion 
te for your ſufferings,” ſaid ſne, make me 


* wiſh to ſerve you. Tell me, Abbas, can I 


« aſſiſt vou through the intereſt of my fa- 
e ther?” I faultered out my acknowledg- 
© ments, telling her, that to her 1 muſt owe 
* all my hopes of future happineſs. vo. 

She left me immediately, without 9 


»The ſingularity of my behaviour on the pa- 


rade, before the coming of Zara, had drawn 
© upon me the. attention of an officer, who. was: 
« ſecretly her admirer, and who, either through. 
« curioſity or ſuſpicion, though unobſerved by 


me, had waited at a convenient diſtance to: - 


© obſerve my motions. | No ſooner did he per- 
© ceive the approach of Zara, than, as well to- 
gratify his revenge, as to ingratiate himſelf 
with her father, he n told him of 
dour interview. 

* Zara, ignorant of what had paſſed, with 
© her uſual freedom and good -· nature, began 
to expreſs her compaſſion for the misfortunes: 
© -of Abbas, talked of his merits, and wiſhed: 


to ſce him preferred. I he . n who: 
| Was 
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< was naturally jealous and it impetuous, exclaim- 


© ed; with a burſt of in atio, "Ten; 7 


Ts all prefer him 8 Early the nent morning, 


he fent me my diſcharge; 7 and while F was | 


« gazing, in ſtupid aftoniſhmenr, on my gene- 


« rals ſetter, a yourh, maſked, brought me a 


© ſmall caſket, with & letter from Zara, which, 
to the beſt of my rememdrance, Was as fol- 
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“ do not now underſtand, inſtead of promot- 
ing you, I have been the cauſe of your diſ- 
« miſſion. The bearer, who brings you a 


= ſmall caſket of jewels for your ſupport, has 


<« my commands to conduct you the ſhorteſt 
« way over the mountains. Follow! him imme- 
« diately, leſt the rage of 'jealoufy meditate 
« new perſecutions. He wears à maſk; that 
- =: 
* 


he may not be taken notice of as one of the 

generaPs domeſties; but his attachment to 
“ me, will make him faithful to you. Time 
«* may bring about 1 2 events. e 


66 adieu. 


9, 
ens, 


1 Is the anguiſh ne | confolion of: my "TOY 


I followed my guide, without knowing whi- 
© ther he was leading me, or what I was about 


to do. I vented my grief in broken ejacula- 


tions, frequently calling upon the name of 


© Zara, but not once addreſſing myſelf to my 
N attendant. 
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. attendant. By the evening of the ſecond 
day, we had advanced forty miles ſouthward 
from the province of Lureſtan, When- how 
mall 1 relate the laſt horrid. ſcene of my mi- 
ſeries —pardon me - theſe aged eyes have 
yet a tear left, yet a tear for the memory of 
Zara we were attacked by, : a pand of rob- 
bers. My guide was Zara! In her fright, 
ſhe threw off her maſk, and cried Zara 
Love, rage, fear, and vengeance, gave me 
ſupernatural ſtrength; three of the villains 
fell by my ſabre ; a fourth diſarmed me, and 
© the reſt of the gang carried. off. Zara. : 
At this criſis of his ſtory, the ſpiri Its, of, the 
aged hermit Were exhauſted by their own vio- 
lence, and it Was kr 10g; time. efore: 5 could | 
proceed. 322 2035359 i 
' © You have new? Ru Oey ; < hoard 
© the completion of my misfortunes. When L 
© was recovered of the wounds I had received, | 
I ſpent ſome months in the fruitleſs ſearch of 
Lara; at_ laſt, deſpairing to gain any. intelli- 
gence of her, I tranſmitted an account of the 
« affair to her father, not without hope, that 
his power, or his wealth, might be a means 
C of finding her out, and redeeming her; but 
I as deceived, and had ſoon the mortifica- 
© tion to hear, chat the unnatural wretch exult- 
ed in our misfortunes, and uttered the moſt 
« dreadful i imprecations on his only child. _ 
Deprived of hope, and dejected with me- 
- lancholy, T could no longer bear the ſociety 
of mankind. 1 therefore . betook myſelf. to 
* nale ſolitary mountains, where this cell has 
SOR 11% been 
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been hy" / habitation for Fears, arias. p. . 
ed away in unvaried ſorrow; and liess yo 


are the firſt of human beings chat have heard 
me tell my tale“ | 
Solyman expatiated c on the ſaferings af Ab- 
bas, with the moſt tender ſenſibility and in- 
veighed againſt the baſeneſs of mankind, ith 
all The 7 1 of honeſt reſentment. 
„ From the complicated Aiſtrefſes' of one 
* « perſon,” faid the-mercham,” «© yo draw a 
« partial image of the life of man. But the 
day declines: let us haſten over theſe 1 moun- 
6 tains, that we may repoſe at night in ſome 
„village of the valley.“ The traxellers rook _ 
leave of 'the hermit, and, about the cloſe of . 
day, arrived at the village of Arden 
1 reception they met with here, reconeil 
ed Solyman to his own ſpecies again, 
When the dawn of the morning broke, 80. ä 
lyman and the merchant, with the moſt grate- 
ful acknowledgments of the hoſpitality with 
which they had been entertained, left the vil- 
lage of Arden, followed by the kind wiſhes of 
| I their hoſt, and his amiable family. They tra- 1 
= velled for ſome days through: the bouche . be 
5 vinces of Perſia, without any remarkable oc- 
currence, or any other "entertainment, than 
ſuch as could be found in the diverſity of pro- 
ſpects, and the different labours of men. Some 
times they amuſed themſelyes with the contem- 
plation of thoſe places which hiſtory had mark- 
. ed out as the ſcenes of great events, and ſome- 
| times had occaſion to reflect on the periſhable 
5 monuments of human magnificence. D eee 
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In thi manner gratifying their curioſity „ ANN 
indulging. their ſpeculanians, tl ney, Proceeded on 
their journey, and in a ſhort time arrived at - 
the g -ulph of Ae, EIS 

"The 18 having here fannd the veſſel 
he expected, told Solyman, that if his inclina- 
tion led him to Europe, he could accommodate 
him with a convenient paſlage ; informing; him, 
at the ſame time, that his own affairs would 
detain him ſome years longer in Perſia. Soly- 
man long heſitat d between friendſhip and cu- 


55 rioſity; ; but, at ength, determined to WMeept 
c as on 


As the ſhip,, however, was, 70 remain me 
time in the gulph, Solyman took the oppor- 
tunity to make the tour of India. In his way, 
he viſited the ile of Ormus; . than which, no 
part of nature wears a more diſmal appearance: 
yet here, in this ſcene of dreary deſolation, he 
had the mortification to meet with an exile from 
the. city of Iſpahan; and having learned that 
the cauſe of his baniſhment was only telling a 


.gentleman that ſtood near him at the Perſian 


court, that he thought the fultana Moratte ex- 
.tremely beautiful, Solyman determined to re- 
leaſe him: For the, preſeat, however, he left 
Ormus, and proceeded towards the frontiers of 


India. When he came to Debli, the capital of 


the Mogul's empire, he contracted an intimate 
Friendſhip. and a moſt tender regard for a lady 
-whoſe:, name. was Almena. There is ſome ſe- 
crer. attraction in congenial natures, which 
draws them together, without the forms of a 


long acquaintance. Charmed with her rirtues, 
8 and 


— 
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and delighted with her converſation, he had 
determined to lay aſide his journey to Europe, 
and to remain at Dehli, when the poor exile at 
Ormus came into his mind— With. a heart full 
of the moſt piercing forrow, he went to take 
leave of his beloved friend, who, Na diſ- 
covered the cauſe, 6 Go, 5 ſaid ſhe, & go 

« where your virtue leads you, and Þ;ovideice 
be your guide your friendſvip, while 1 have 
1 Pd ſha * be forgotten. 
A flood of tears 48 theſe words, and 
Solyman, unable any longer to behold her ſor- 
row, precipitately withdrewp. 1 
When he arri ved at Ormus, and peheld the 
joy of the poor exile at the ſight of his deli- 
verer, he felt a torrent of pleaſure in his breaſt, 
overſlowing all the oppoſitions that grief had 
raiſed againſt it; but he was now in hopes of 
procuring the exile a paſſage, without going 
himſelf into Europe, from which the friend- 


| ſhip of Almena had weaned his inclinations. 


With this view, he waited upon a captain to 
whom the merchant recommended him, who 
| promiſed him the beſt accommodations of his 
ſhip, but told him, that ſhe muſt remain there 
a few months, before ſhe could get out of the 
gulph. . 
Of this delay he reſolved to avail wana; in 
viſiting his father. As ſoon, therefore, as he 
had acquainted the exile with what he had to 
hope, and adviſed him to provide ſecretly for 
his voyage, he ſailed from the gulph up the 
VR as far as en the Tigris ** 
„ iti 
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itſelf into. that river, and from thence proceed- 


ed by land to the valley of Irwan. 


The venerable Ardavan had i an 


eminence near his houſe, to enjoy the beauties 


of the ſummer evening, and to offer up a pray- 
er to the departing ſun for Solyman, when So- 
lyman appeared before him. The feeble re- 
mains of aged life, twice fainted beneath the 
weight of | joy.—Solyman was not leſs affected 
by this meeting; but his happineſs was allayed 


with anxiety. In vain did his father deſire a rela- 
tion of his travels, and'in vain did he begin it. 


When he attempted to ſpeak of Perſepolis, he 


gave a deſcription of Dehli. When he was 
aſked after ſome other place, he mentioned the 


village of Almena. Inſtead of deſcribing the 
people of India, he deſcribed the perſon of 
Almena; and when an account of their man- 
ners was requeſted, Her manners,” he replied, 
& are ſuch as the immortal Mithra looks down 


& upon with delight.” 


Ardavan was now no longer at a loſs to ac- 
count for the inconſiſtency of his ſon's beha- 
viour; but, willing to be ſtill more convinced of 
What he ſuſpected to be the cauſe, he applied to 
his paſſions the ſtory of thoſe lovers whom he 
had recommended to his care. At the men- 
tion of the lovers, Solyman was rouſed from 
huis melancholy negligence, into the moſt eager 


attention. Tell me, my father,“ ſaid the 
impatient youth, tell me, I entreat you, the 
5 fate of the lovers. 


„ The Khan of Buckharia,“ ſaid Arda ten- 5 


6 * who had purchaſed the maidea of her fa- 
$6. rigs, 


« ther, was depoſed and baniſhed by the So- 


«© phiʒ and the maiden, who was an only child, 


inherited her father's fortune, which was 
« had been amaſſed by oppreſſion, the made 


c reſtitution to thoſe be Ale his avarice had in- 
o 


HG 


“ with happineſs, and her lover“? 
„What you tell me,“ ſaid Solyman; „gives 
me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction; for the lovers 
are poſſeſſed of eminent virtue. 
The time approached for his return to Or- 


* 


mus; and his engagements to the exile, were 


a ſufficient reaſon for his departure: in a 
ſhort time, he found means to diſcharge thoſe 
engagements, and his face was now ſet towards 
Dehli. On he travelled: with the eager pace 


of a lover, and in a few days reached the ca- 
pital of the Mogul's empire. 


The evening he arrived, he flew to the bowls 
of Almena, who received: him with emotions 


of tenderneſs which ſhe was ſcarce able to con- 
ceal; and it was not long before he prevailed 
upon her to accompany: him to the valley of 


Irwan. Within a few days, they ſet forward 


from Dehli, and proceeded to the coaſt, where 


they went on board a trading veſſel bound for 
the Perſian Guiph. | 1 — 


At that time, there was war Bete the | 


king of Sunda, and the king of Kanara, two 
Petty princes of the hither peninſula of India, 


and, unfortunately, the ſhip in which they em- 
barked belonged to one of theſe powers. They 


had not proceeded above five leagues from the 
| >» WW... 


very (conſiderable ; but as great part of it | 


ured, and ſhe now enjoys the W . 


i. # 
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more, when they were purſued by the foe. 


Alfter an obſtinate and bloody engagement, 
they were boarded; and their enemies, when 


they had ſtripped the veſſel of every thing va- 
Juable, diſmiſſed it; but they took Almena. 
The ſhip having loſt her freight, returned t 
the coaſt of India. 
Solyman, as ſoon as he had received ;ntelli- 
gence of the ſituation of the kindom of Sunda, 
went immediately in queſt of Almena. 

As he was walking one evening by the caf- 


tle of Sevaſir, he heard a mournful voice pro- 


I ceedling from a garden within the fort. 
-As it came nearer, the image of her who 


was mourning, glanced through his heart more 


ſwiftly than the lightning ſmites the traveller 


on the mountains of Hima. The lady was 


Almena. In a burſt of tranſport he cried, 
Almena! Solyman !“ Struck at once with 
the voice, the name, and the figure of Soly- 


man, ſurprize overcame her, and ſhe fell ſenſe 


leſs upon the terrace.— 
Solyman, the moment he beheld the gover- 
nor, fiercely cried out, / conjure thee, if thou 
art a human being, let me inſtantly fly to the 
*« relief of a lady in the gardens.” The go- 


vernor was alarmed, and ordered him to be ſe- 
cured, while he went himſelf into the gardens 


to know what had happened. There he 


found Almena ſupporting herſelf againſt the 


wall. The weeping beauty threw herſelf be- 
fore him in ſuch an agony of ſorrow, and ſuch 
a poſture of ſupplication, as would have moved 
any heart in which vice had not extinguiſh- 
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ed every ſpark of humanity : but the Henry, af 


Nagrakut (that was the governor's name) felt 


no pity, but, placing himſelf nearer on the bench, 
incloſed her in his arms, while the ſhrieked gut 


with the moſt diſtreſsful horror. Her cries 

pierced the cell where Solyman was confined. 
With the united ſtrength of rage and terror, 
he burſt the door of his priſon, and, running 
through the apartments of the caſtle with* a 
dagger in his hand, which he had - fortunately 


ſnatched up in-the way, he flew to the garden, 
and plunged it into the governor's heart. 


Not long after this, a body of Kanarians en- 


tered. the country of Sunda, and ſeized the 


caſtle of Se vaſir. 
Solyman and Almena had now anocher dan- 


ger to encounter. The women that are taken 


in war are preſented to the kings, that they 
may ſelect whom they like. The king made 
choice of Almena : the reſt were diſmiſſed. te 

Solyman was all this time kept withia- the: 
garriſon a priſoner of war;. tg at length, by 
the aſſiſtance of a perſon of diſtinction, found 


means to obtain his liberty, and to recover Al. 
mena. The lovers flew. to each others arms, 
and after proſtrating themſelves before their be- 


nefactor, and expreſſing their gratitude, they 
ſet their faces towards Dehli, and from thence 


to- the valley of Ixwan. la their way they viſi- 
ted the happy lovers, by whom they were grate- 
fully received, and hoſpitably entertained; and 
at length, they arrived- at the happy valley, 5 


where they found the aged Arda van ſtill lying, 


and. enjoying all the faculties of nature. The 


bene volent ſage rejoiced to receive his ſon, not 
8 3 only 
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only ſafe from the dangers of travel, but hap- 
py in the enjoyment of his love; and, with a 
heart full of tenderneſs, conferred on : both his 
Int benediction. 


Ti, MODI N and TAMIRA. 


1* the 1 reign of Yamodin the Magnificent, the 
kin 6: of Golconda was depopulated by 
A peſtilence, and, after every other attempt to- 
propitiate the gods had failed, it was believed, 
according to the ſuperſtition of the country, 
that they required the acrifice of a virghs of 
1 bp blood. 

It happened, that, at this time, there was no 
virgin of the royal blood but Tamira, the 
daughter of Yamodin, whom he had betrothed 
to one of the princes of his court, intending 
that he ſhould ſucceed to the throne ; for Va- 
modin had no ſon, and he was not willing that 
his empire {ſhould deſcend to a woman. 
Vamodin conſidered himſelf not leſs the fa- 
*ber of his people, than of FTamira; and there- 
fore, with whatever reluctance, determines to 
relieve the life of the publick, with that of the 
individual. He proſtrated himſelf in the tem- 
ple, and invoked his principal idol as the foun- 
rain of life. From thee,” faid he, « FE 
< have derived my being, and the life which 
I have propagated is thine: when I am a- 
< bout te reſtore it, let me remember with gra- 
46 titude, that I poſſeſſed it by thy bounty; _ 


ra 


{I 


J ORIENTAL TALES: 412 


c let thy mercy accept it as a ranſom for my 
0 people.“ 3 5 454 


Orders were given for this facrifice on the 5 


next day; and Tamira was permitted to diff 

of the interval as ſhe pleaſed. She rece ved 
the intimation of her father's pleaſure, with- 
out much ſurprize ; becauſe, as ſhe knew the 
cuſtom of her country, ſhe ſcarce hoped that 
the demand of her life would have been delay- 
ed fo long: ſhe fortified herſelf againſt the ter- 
rors of death, by anticipating the honours that 
would be paid to her memory ; and had juſt 
triumphed over the deſire of life, when, upon 
perceiving her lover enter her apartment, ſhe 


loſt her fortitude in a moment, and burſt into. 


tears. 

When they were alone, after his eyes had, 
like her's, overflowed with ſilent ſorrow, he 
took her hand, and with a look of inexpreſſi- 
ble anxiety and tenderneſs, told her, that one 


expedient was yet left, by which her life might 


be perſerved ; that he had bribed: a prieſt to 
his intereſt, by whom the ceremonies of mar- 
riage might be immediately performed; then, 
on the morrow, as. ſhe would be no longer a 
2 virgin, the propitiation of the gods could 
not be effected by her death; and that her fa- 
ther, though for political purpoſes he might 


appear to be diſpleaſed, would yet ſecretly re- 


joice at an event, which, without his concur- 
rence, Had delivered him from the dreadful o- 
bligation of ſacrificing an only child, through 


whom he hoped. to tranſmit ION: to his — 
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To this propoſal, Tamira, whoſe attach- 
ment to life was now ſtrengthened by love, 
and in whoſe boſom the regret of precluded 

pleaſure had ſucceeded to the hope of glory, 
at length conſented; but ſhe conſented with all 
the timidity, reluctance, and confuſion, which 
are produced by a conſciouſneſs of guilt; and 
the prince himſelf introduced the man, who 
was to accompliſh the purpoſe, both of his am- 
bition and his love, with apparent tremor and 
heſitation. - N 
On the morrow, when the priefi deen rea- 
dy at the altar to receive the victim, and the 
king commanded his daughter to be brought 
forth, the prince produced her as his wife. 
Yamodin ſtood ſome moments in ſuſpenſe; and 
then, diſmiſſing the aſſembly, retired to his Pa- 
lace. After having remained about two hours 
in private, he ſent for the prince. The 
„ Gods,” ſaid he, though they continue the 
ec peſtilenee, have yet, in mercy, reſcued my 
people from the oppreſſion of a tyrant, who 
e appears to conſider the life of millions as 
e nothing, in competition with the indulgence 
- cf his luſt, his avarice, or his ambition. 
-' Yamodin chen commanded him to be put to 
death; and the ſentence was executed the ſame 
Heut. Eo e e he 
Tamira now repented, in unutterable di- 
ſtreſs, of a erime, by which the pleaſures, not 
only of poſſeſſion, but hope, were precluded:; 
her attachment to life was broken, by the very 
means which ſhe. had. taken to preſerve it; and, 
as an atonement for the forfeit of her virginj- 


— — 
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ty, ſhe determined to ſubmit to that law of 
marriage, from which, as a as only,-ſhe 
was exempted ;'and to throw herſelf: — the 
pile, by which the: body of her huſband was 
to be conſumed. To this her father conſent- 
ed: their aſhes were ſeattered to the winds, 
and their names were forbidden to be repeated. 


HISTORY or MUSTAPHA, 
8 ** | 
The COoN E Mp T of FA M Bo. | 


N the chronicles of the ſulrans of the Eaſt, 
it is recorded, that when Othman held the 
rank of vizier under a prince of the Saſſanian 
race, and, by his faithful counſels, added ſecu- 
rity, luſtre, and dignity, to the throne, his 
ſon Muſtapha diſplayed, in his early bloom, 
all the virtues that could endear him to the beſt 
of fathers, and render him amiable in the eyes 
of all beholders. Achmet, . the hermit, who 
had been called forth from his retreat, in or- 
der to attend, the cultivation of his tender mind, 
had taken care to ſeaſon him with religion, and 
to inflame his young imagination with the de- 
ſire of a fair and honeſt fame. The ſage well 
knew, that this propenſity would be a ſtrong 
| ſecondary aid to the native beauty of virtue, 
would warm and cheriſh his native goodneſs, 
and invigorate the exertion of it. According- 
Iy, Muſtapha. foon drew the eyes of all men 
upon... 
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upon him; his conduct was a conſtant emana- 
tion of benevolence, and in his boſom glowed 
that intenſe heroic ardour, which ſoon after 
diſtinguiſhed him in the field of glorious dan- 
ger. In a ſhort time, he arrived to the higheſt 
degree of popularity: the ſultan heaped fa- 
vours on him, in what might be called a pro- 
fuſion of liberality, had not his merit daily de- 
ſerved it from him. * 

He was delegated with unlimited authority 
to command the armies of the ſultan ; and, 
from the confines of Perſia, to the Indian O. 
cCean, he ſoon reduced every thing under ſub- 
jection. Though he was yet green in years, 
each tongue was mute in his preſence; and 
before him, every eye looked down with a 
kind of reverential awe: he loved the prince 


who raiſed him to this ſtate of elevation, and, 
by the gentleneſs of his manners, he ſoftened 


that envy, which might otherwiſe are from 
the luſtre of his glory. 

While Muſtapha was conſtantly reaping freſh 
laurels, and gratifying his inſatiable love of 
fame by daily acquiſitions of glory, his father 
at home met with a reverſe of fortune. Oth- 
man poſſeſſed all thoſe qualities which ſhone 
forth in his ſon, with a more ſtriking luſtre ; 


and he vainly imagined, that in a corrupt de- 
generate court, he could be great and good 


with impunity. But the ſtorm now gathered 
heavily in clouds around him ; and the turbu- 


lent tempeſts of jealouſy, ambition, hatred, and 


.revenge, environed him with a whirlwind more 
dreadful than that wink. tears up whole conti- 
nents 
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nents of ſand in the deſerts of Arabia. The 
grand apartments in his houſe, which were for- 
merly filled with a band of courtiers, were now 


empty and forlorn; he was diveſted of all his 
honours; his truſt was taken away from him; 


and, after a ſeries of years ſpent in the ſervice” 


of his prince, he was {tripped of every thing 
but his paterpal eſtate; whither he withdrew, 
to ſhelter himſelf from an ungrateful world. 

In this retirement, Othman, what were your 
thoughts, what were your ſenſations? The ſun 


uſhered in a day void of occupation; and the 


night, a train of reſtleſs dreams. 

At length, his conſtitution received ſuch ſe- 
vere ſtrokes from a conſtant ſucceſſion of cor- 
roſive cares, that he languiſhed under the preſ- 


ſure, and his ſoul ſickened to deſperation. A 


gloomy viſionary light obſcured his eyes with 
dim ſuffuſion, and he beheld, with joy, the ap- 


proaching ſun-ſer of his days. As he lay lan- 
guiſhing on the bed of ſickneſs, he gave or- 
ders, that his ſon might be informed of his ſi- 
tuation. Muſtapha immediately quitted his 
high command, flew to his dying father's lan- 


gud arms, and, in a guſh of tears; embraced' 
his agonizing body. Othman, with what 


ſtrength he had left, raiſed his head, and, fix- 
ing his faded eye-balls on him, My ſon, al 
ſaid he, hear my words: you have beheld: 
your father in the ſun-ſhine-of proſperity; 

you now behold him in the laſt extreme of 
% miſery. I am fallen a prey to the intrigues 

of ill-deſigning men.—The angel of death 
nov hovers over his victim; then liſten to 


cc 


cc 


6c ks 


*® r 8 = ROONEY 
1 -- I — > ” be (BE = SE IM : - 3 8 
< . £ EST Fg OI ER Low 7 8 A — N 7 G 

7 — : — — mas * * * r — we Arr or — > - pt 
3 — — ty — - * 3 — w - 


. 
1 1 
i 
N 
I 
U th 
ah 
nhl 
49 
{i 
71 
11 f 
11 19 
+5 nh 
1110 
- $9198. 
( "0 
Tai 
An 
Ann 
V 4 Fit 
TIF: 11M 
i 
in 
1344895] 
5 - 1 
i : 
+4 þ 14 
, z Tr 
Tae 
Fah! 
#3? 
** 1463 1550 
K 
; 1 1 
Ian 
nn 
| i 
ian 
i | 
: 17 
+ Wis 
i A 14 
11 y 
+ 
+34; 
Z 44! 
. 4 
i 
} ; "ry 
en 
Ts. © $53 
EH, 
PE 
i | 
y > , 
i; 
W244 23 6. 
3TH nr 
11 A 
ren 
A Wt 
enn 
81-24. ©7197 
F 1 
e 
1 
1 
1 274 
M 
1 116 
19 
Nin 
e 
{I 7 
5 | | 
5 20 
& 'TH 
SPREE 44 
TP 5 *tf 
# Ly 
y I 
{2 : 
98 63 
4 $ 3 17 
. 
1 
11 Pt : 
2 117 
18 
1 
oy 7 
* 
I.. 
B14 
Bayt 
85.13 
41 
1 
* 
1 
„ * 
/ RE 
\ FL 
Ii 
I 
1 
ES” 
We 
I 1. 
Mts 
7 
14 
3 4 
4 x 
38-0 
9 
. 15 
| + » 
939 F 
54 
17 1 
IS 
1 
wh 3 
ie 
12 1 
5 1 
* ; 
1 
1 
WER 
77, | 
=. 4 
N Ti 
77 
38 
PH 
"41 
2 
£27 
wry 
ig N 
> - 
e 
} 2 
f = 2 
f 1 
Bo IR 
$4442, > 
rene 
4 Ras 292 © 
1 
Þ * 1 
55 ; 


7 1 . FOI 
nt 4 k 
PITS 7 9 r 
FFC 
7 1 * 
5 r * 
— TR © d Ie 
ot 248 5 
— 4 * 
« — 


. SELECT Contutaton 


ce the deſert; be not miſled by a vain love. of 
6: fame, and an unavailing popularity: virtue 
ce js its on reward: — then let your happineſs 
<« be fixed in your own mind, independent of 
<« external objects; deſpiſe the opinions of 
ce mankind, which are always fluctuating and 
<« uncertain, as the Caſpian, when deformed 


+, days, have a contempt for fame: it will on- 
& ly lead you into a ſeries of toils for an un- 
cc grateful world. —Steal through life imper- 
% ceptibly, like the path of the arrow, which 
c leaves no trace behind it; let your modera- 


5 upon the giddy 
He could no more: his; lot for eternity was 


form his conduct to the practice of them. His 


and, in the ſullenneſs of his ſoul, he locked 
himſelf up from the world. His houſe no 


ſtrels; no longer did amber and aloes admini- 


which, in his father's time, overflowed with 
all the delicious liquors of the Eaſt, lay tum- 
bled into an unregarded heap ; and even the 
hand of charity, which was before ſtretched 
out at his gate, was now congealed and frozen 


66 my la inſtructions: A void public honours ; | 
6 fly from courts, as from the monſters of 


% by tempeſts.—For the remainder of your 


<« tion ſhade you from enn. and look down 


caſt, and he expired. Muſtapha wept, in bit- 
rerneſs of anguiſh,. over the - beſt of fathers; 
he treaſured up his precepts in the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of his ſoul, and inſtantly began to con- 


dignities and honours he reſigned forthwith 3 


longer reſounded with ſingers, and with min- 


ſter their rich perfumes; the vaſes of agate, 


up. 
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up. Echo no longer repeated his 1 and 


ſcandal began to accumulate diſgrace upon him. 


This he heard, and he deſpiſed the rumour. 
The many leſſons given him by his tutor, were 
now totally forgot; the ſeeds of virtue lay 
dormant in his breaſt, and his love of fame was 
now | entirely extinguiſhed ; / nay, the very 
thoughts of it were loathſome to him; inſo- 
much, that, to leave no room for a ſuſpicion 
that he had the leaſt regard for popularity re- 

maining, he would often ſay to himſelf, That 
the world may fee how much I am above a- 
« ny notice it may take of me, I muſt not Wo 


« gnilty of a ſingle good action.“ —By i 
ceptible degrees, this turn of mind ſertted bats 


a fixed inſenſibility to all dignity of character, 
and on the contempt of fame was grafted a 
contempt of virtue. Muſtapha! Muſtapha! 


you thundered at the head of armies; whole 
nations obeyed your voice; and now, how al- 


tered relaxed and enfeebled; you groan in 
anguiſh, reluctant to every finer: impulſe of the 
ſoul, and callous: to all- the en nee 
tives to virtue — 

While Muſtapha NING dozed: away his hours 
ingloriouſly inactive, the tidings of his ſituation 
were wafted abroad by every breeze, and atlength 
reached the ears of Achmet in his hermitage. 
The venerable old man heard the ſtory. with 
the ſevereſt compunction; his heart was ap- 
palled within him, as if the hand of death had 
ſmote him: he ſat down in his haram; but 
there, no angel whiſpered to his meditation 2 
no inſpiration bore his thoughts aloft to tlie. 
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prime ſource of. being : Muſtaph#* s ſhame es 


preſſed the ſwellings of: enthuſiaſm, and quite 
e the pious fer vour of his ſoul. He 


was tormented with the reflection, that ſo no- 
ble a youth ſhould ſtop ſhort in the middle of 


his career, and check ſuch excellent propenſi - 
ties, as he knew were lodged in his breaft. 
At length, he aroſe; and, taking his ſtaff in 
his hand, he extinguiſhed the light which burn- 
ed before him, and ſet out on his journey over 


1 4 5 - or 
; L 7 4 
: * * . 3 
k 


— 


the deſerts of Arabia, and, in a ſhort time, ar- 


rived at his pupil's habitation. e 
It was with difficulty he gained admiſiba ; : 
but the gates were no ſooner opened for bim, 


than he went to his young pupil's apartment. 


Muſtapha was reclined upon a ſofa, his looks 
if allenly fixed on the ground, and his mind har- 

dening into inſenſibility. Achmet eagerly pre- 

ſented himſelf before him. His eyes were vi- 
vid and piercing, though the quickneſs of their 
luſtre was ſomewhat diminiſhed. by the galling 
effuſion of tears, which this unexpected ſhock 
had coſt him. The winter of age had ſhed 


its ſnows upon his head and beard, and the 


lively expreſhon of paſſions, which throbbed 
in mingled tumult about his heart, rendered 
him an alarming object to his pupil. A con- 
ſcious bluſh diffuſed itſelf over his face, at fight 
of the hoary ſage ; and both their ſenſations 


being too big for utterance, their tongues were 
ſuſpended, and their eyes overflowing, diſcour- 


ſed for a while in the moſt eloquent and pathe- 
tic ſilence. At length, Achmet faintly uttered, 
40 en _ ” and a guſh of tears choaked 


up 


»- | AF 


U - 
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- up the reſt. Muſtapha, at this, was covered 
with confuſion, and attempted to break fron 
him; but the palſied nerves of the venerable 
hermit felt a renovation of ſtrength from the 


glowing purpoſe of his ſoul; and, laying faſt 
ben of his pupil, he exclaimed, * You ſhall 


not put me from you; in me your genius 


« now alarms you ; by me it means to rouſe 


« you from your lethargy, and waken the dy- 


« ing embers of that amiable fire, which for- 
„ merly kindled all your ſpirits, in thoſe hap- 
pier days, when my inſtructions were. tefreſh- 
„ing to your ears, as the morning dews to- 
« the verdure, which clothes the fields of Da- 
« maſcus. But now, how art thou fallen! 
« each finer principle of virtue is ſuppreſſed, 


and you are even deaf to the voice of fame, 


« that ſweeteſt muſic to a virtuous ear. But, 
« to redeem thee at once from the dreams of. - 
« toliy and overweening pride, in which thy 
„ ſoul is now fluggiſhly immerſed, read there 
that myſtic truth, which a genie put into * 
« hand, in an hour of inſpiration, when m 
« thoughts were fwelled with ſublime ideas of 
« the diſpenſations of Him, who is in the hea- 
ven of heavens, and whoſe wonder-working 
hand launched forth the planets into the illi- 
% mitable void, and ſtill continueth to produce 
« the harmony of the phyſical and moral world 
* by various ſecrets and indirect cauies.“ 

The heart of Muſtapha was alarmed, and he 
read as follows:“ When Virtue was ſent down 
from rhe third heaven to reſtrain the irre- 


« gular paſhons of mankind, the dignity of 
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her mien, and beauty of her aſpect, were ſaſh 
ciently attractive to make her admired of all 
beholders. But ſuch is the depravity of hu- 
man nature, that theſe allurements ſoon be- 
gan to loſe their influence, and Virtue, ſhort- 
ly finding herſelf neglected and forlorn, re- 
turned to her celeſtial manſion, in order 
to prefer her complaint againſt the ſons of 
men. There ſhe remonſtrated, that blind 


mankind were not only inſenſible to her per- 


ſonal charms, but alſo deaf to the promiſe 
of rewards, which were to be alpen 
to her votaries 
tence. Though this was a ſufficient provo- 


a future ſtate of exiſ- 


cation of wrath, yet ſuch was the ſupreme 


benevolence, that Virtue was again ſent down 


upon her miſſion; and, the better to ſtreng- 


then her imereſts; Fame was ordered to at- 
tend her, with an high commiſſion to diſpenſe 
temporary retributions even on this ſide the 
grave. As ſoon as they reached the verge 


of human nature, Fame blew: aloft her ſilver 
trumpet, and an inſtantaneous glow was kin- 
dled in all hearts. Wherever Virtue was che- 


riſhed, Fame purſued her footſteps; and if 
court was any-where made to her alone, ſhe 

was ſure to withhold her favours, till the can- 
didates found means, by the recommendation” 
of Virtue, to infinuate themſelves into her 
graces. By this amiable union, mankind were 


reſtrained within juſt reſtrictions, and were 
excited to a ſeries of meritorious actions, ei- 


ther by an attachment to the allurements of 


Wirtne, < or from a deſire of obtaining the ap- 
0 * plauſe 


4 


.e iy IiF LY 


SY 


met hefore her; the appetites of men were 


be. with a repulſe, Virtue was ſoon known to 


* be, they ſhould: perſiſt in an wunremitred- 
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nia of Fame. But ſhort ĩs the duration of 


« Wy ſublunary things. Fame, in her turn, 
began to ſhare the ſame fate, that Virtue had. 


«© now well-nigh - Hed: and the muſic of ap- 
« plauſe no longer ſounded grateful to the ear... 
It was. obſervable, that wherever ſhe met 


« follow her; and it very rarely happened, that 
«ſhe remained with above one or two in an age 
« ,withour her attendant Fame. In proceſs of 

ce time, matters were carried to that extremity, 

« that this celeſtial pair were tired of their pil- 
grimage; and, wearied out, at length they re- 
fol ved to offer up à joint petition to be recalled. 

60 They therefore flew to the throne of Him 
« ]who is in the heaven of heavens,. and hum- 

«© bly urged, that it was in vain. for them to 
« ſojourn any longer upon earth, as deluded. 
« mankind were now entirely fenced by the 
« ſpurious ornaments of the monſter: Vice, 
“which had iſſued out of the regions of daræ- 
« neſs, and ſet up in oppoſition to all that Vir- 
ce tue and fair Fame could inſpire. In this in- 
6e ſtance, again, the tender care of heaven was 

« eminently diſplayed; and theſe two radiant 
« beings, were a ond time commanded to- 
« return to earth, with directions, that, ha w- 
ever depraved the appetites of men might 
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„ courle of endeavours for their ſervice. But, 
the more effectually to ſtrengthen their cauſe, 
« a fiend, called Infamy, was ordered to iſſne 
0 forth from the unhallowed cell. of Vice, and 
1 3. | : « to 
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« to adhere cloſe to her, whatſoe ver way ſhe mould | 
« bend her courſe. . It was likewiſe ordained, 
% that whoever ſhould betray a diſregard for 
« Virtue and honeſt Fame, ſhould be branded 
ct. up Infamy, and that theſe two ſhould thus 
continue to wander among mankind, until 
the angel of death ſhould walk forth by the 
< command of the Almighty, and ſweep the 


< whole race from the face of the earth, to 
receive the retribution of rewards and pu- 


$6: niſhments, which may be due to cheir virtue 
or vice. | 

Muſtapha now perceived the miſts of 1 85 
clearing away from before his underſtanding; 
he embraced Achmet, and poured out the ef- 
fuſions of his gratitude for thus recalling him 
to the taſk of Virtue, whoſe ſtrength conſiſts 


in activity. He acknowledged, that the tran- 


fition is eaſy from a contempt of Fame to an 
equal diſregard for the virtues that deſerve 
it; and the name of Muſtapha, during the re- 


mainder of the chronicles of this reign, makes 


a diſtinguiſhed: figure ; and he cloſed i of 
virtue, with honour and. renown. | 


ALMORAN and HAME Te. 


7h⁰ is he among the diet of the 
| . earth, that repines at the power of the 

wicked? and who is He that would change the 
lot of the righteous ! ? He: who has appointed 
to each his portion, is God; the- Omniſcient 
and. the Almighty; who. falls. eternity, and 


_ 
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whoſe exiſtence is from himſelf! But he who 
murmurs, is man; who yeſterday was not, and 
who to-morrow fhall be forgotten: let him li- 
ten in ſilence to the voice of knowledge, and 
hide the bluſnes of confuſion in the duſt, 
|  Solyman, the mighty and the wiſe; kiog of 
Peifia; had two ſons, Almoran and Hamet; 
and they were twins. Almoran was the firſt- 
born; but Solyman divided his affection equal? 


ly between. them. There was a great diſſimi- 


larity in their diſpoſitions, habits, and charac- 
ters: Almoran was haughty, 'vain, voluptu- 
ous z Hamet was gentle, courteous, and tem- 
perate: Almoran was volatile, impetuous, and 
iraſcible; Hamet was thoughtful, patient, and 
forbearing. Almoran's views were terminated 
by the preſent objects of pleafure and honour: 
Hamet's pleaſures and pains, hopes and fears, 
were perpetually referred to the inviſible Father 
of life, by ſentiments of gratitude, reſignation, 


complaceney, or confidence ; ſo that his devo- 


tion was not periodical, but conſtant ; ; while 
Almoran regarded not Ged or devotion. 


Such were the ſons of Solyman. When their 
father died, Almoran, with a tumultuous and 


impetuous joy, received the tidings, and baſ- 


tened to accept the eongratulations of the 


courtiers, as abſolute ſovereign. Hamer, with 
modeſt grief, came amongſt the reſt, to pay 
his duty to his. brother, who received him with 
_ coldneſs, and à diſtant pride. When Omar; 
an aged and faithful counſellor of Solyman, 
entered the court, and delivered the will of So- 
Ema to the brothers, in which it was "nr 
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that Solyman had 


: equeathed his Kingdom: he- 


tween them, Almoran's;| diſappointment; was 
great; Hamet's behaviour was modeſt and 
temperate. Their reflections in private. were 


very different; 5. and Omar offered a plan, by 


which their joint government might beſt be 


carried into execution. Almoran rejected it 


With ſullen diſdain; while Hamet, with beco- 


ming modeſty, thanked the aged counſellor for 


his ſalutary advice; and it being revealed, was 


univerſally approved of. Diſappointed in his. 


hopes of undivided empire, and equally diſap-· 


pointed through the ſyſtem of laws which O- 
mar had introduced, Almoran reſolved, how- 
ever, to reign abſolute; in pleaſure: here too 
he found a diſappointment; a repetition of the 
gayeſt delights deprived them of all their pow- 
er to pleaſe. Hamet, on the contrary, did not 
ſeek pleaſure, but pleaſure ſought him; the 
pleaſures of ſenſe were heightened to him by 
thoſe of his mind, and the pleaſures of his 
mind by thoſe of ſenſe ; he had indeed as yet 


no wife, (while Almoran' s ſeraglio was full of 
them); for as yet, no woman had Adds bir at- 
tention. 


Among the r een who, came to con- | 


1 gratulate the ſons of Solyman, there was a na- 


tive of Circaſſia, named Abdallah. He had: 
an only daughter who attended him; her name 
Was Almeida. She was beautiful as the daugh- 


ters of paradiſe, and gentle as the breezes of 


the ſpring; her mind was without ſtain, and her 


manners were without art.— A fire happened 


in 5 dead of the night, in the a” ji 
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the Circaſſian | ambaſſador, which ues: near to 1 
the royal Palace 3 ; Hamet was, employed: in Bip 
cloſet. BED 3X 
He ſaw it, andived: the guard of the p22 
to attend, and ran - himſelf into the garden. 
Almeida appeared at the window; the, flames 
and death were behind: Hamet, who had never 
ſeen her before, called out to her to throw het - 
ſelf into his arms. At the found of his voice, 
ſhe ran back into the room, (ſuch is the force 
of inviolate -modeſty,) though the ſmoke was | 
then riſing, in curling ſpires; from the windows. 
She was, however, ſoon driven back; and, 
part of the floor, at the ſame inſtant, giving 
way, ſhe wrapped her veil around her, and 
leaped into the garden. Hamet caught her in 
his arms; ſhe had fainted ; he bore her to his 
apartment. She was covered only with the 
light and looſe robe in which ſhe flept, and her 
veil had dropped off by the way. The mo- 
ment he entered his cloſet, the light diſcovered 
to him ſuch beauty, as before he had never 
ſeen. She now-began to revive; and, before 
her ſenſes returned, ſhe preſſed the prince with 
an involuntary embrace, which he returned, by 
{training her cloſe to his breaſt, in a tumult of 
delight, confuſion; and anxiety, which he could 
ſcarce ſuſtain. She recovered, and, with much 
tender aſſiduity, Hamet ſought out, and reſto- 
red her to her father; and having found that ſhe 
was difengaged, commenced lover, and deter- 
termined to marry her, but not before the 
year of mourning for his father Solyman was 
fulfilled. He 95 the affair of his. amour a 
Fe 
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i profound ſecret from Almoran, fearing his m. 


petuous temper; but it was diſcovered to him 


dy ſome women of the ſeraglio; and he refoly- 
ed to ſee Almeida: Not willing to do ſo, how- 
ever, without the conſent of his brother, he 
gained that conſent ; was enamoured with Al- 
meida, and reſolved tg enjoy her; but, amidſt 
the conflict of his mind, he knew not what me- 
thod to purſue.— Thus was he not only with- 
out enjoyment, but without peace; by turns 
pining with diſcontent, and raving with indigna- 
tion; his vices had extracted bitter from ev 7 
ſweet ; 3 and having exhauſted nature for 
light in vain, he was repining at the bounds 1 in 
which he was confined, and regreting the 
_ of other Pomona, as the cauſe of bis mi- 
In this ſituation, the year af; mourning 
being compleated, he received a letter by the 
hands of Omar, from Hamet, informing him, 
that he propoſed to celebrate his marriage on 
the morrow with Almeida. He received the 
intelligence with the utmoſt perturbation ; and 
when alone, expreſſed all the tumult of his mind: 
when behold! the palace ſhook, a ruſhing like 
' a blaſt in the deſart was heard, and a being of 
more than human appearance ſtood before 
him. This was a genius of the middle region. 
„To thy own powers, mine {ſhall be ſuper- 
« added; and if, as weak only, thou haſt been 
nad wretched ; henceforth thou ſhalt be happy. 
& Take no thought for to-morrow; to-mor- 
* row my power ſhall be employed in thy be- 
“e half. Ne not ene at any prodigy, but 
« put 
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« put thy confidence i in bet. 1 bus ſpeaking, | 
he diſappeared. : <1 3 

Hamet was full of anxious Ban for 
the enjoyment- approaching; When faithful 
Omar was introduced to him. He informed 
him of what he had diſcovered, the ove of 
Almoran to Almeida, and alſo of the interpo- 
ſition of ſome ſuperior power in his cauſe; ad- 
viſed him of danger, and told him, when ſoli- 
citous, what to do: Thou muſt do what is 
„ right, Let not thy foot be drawn. by any 

allurement, or driven by. any terror from 
« the path of virtue ;—while thou art there, 
thou art in ſafety; and though the world 
ſhould unite. againſt / thee, by the united 


« world thou canſt not be hurt.” * Fortified 


by Omar's advice, Hamet prepared for the ce- 
remony. Almoran was ſeated on his throne ; 


all the princes of the court were afſembled : _ 


Hamet and Almeida came forward. The 
Mufti was advancing to hear and Tac: their 
mutual vows; Almoran began to deſpair ; and 
Hamet to hope that Omar's ſuſpicions. were 
vain, when a ſtroke of thunder ſhook the pa- 
lace, a cloud roſe from the ground like thick 
ſmoke, between Hamet and Almeida, and a 
voice enen with a loud, but hollow tone. 
U 


6c Fate has decreed to Almoran, Almeida,” 


Upon which Almoran ſeized; and, after ſome 
tumult, prevailed, that Almeida ſhould be torn 
from Hamet, and borne to his apartments. 
Hamet and Omar convened the people, and 
headed the troops; the people were Jataliſis, 
| and 
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and little regarded their harangues. “ If * 
. decreed,” ſaid they, that Almoran hall 
« haxve Almeida, and reign alone, who can 
4. prevent it? and if it is not, who can bring 
s it to paſs? But know you not,“ ſaid O- 
. mar, that when the end is appointed, the 
„means are appointed alſo ? if it is agreed 
that one of you ſhall this night die by poi- 
C. ſon, is it not decreed alſo that he ſhall drink 
c it?” This was ineffectual. However, when 
he began to touch their paſſions by their in⸗ 
tereſts, they heard him more favourably, p 
with one voice followed Haniet. Almoran v 
now in imminent danger of loſing all his 0 
er, and the more ſo, as Oſmin and Caled, who 
had the command of the troops, were diſpoſed 
to be unfaithful. The genius, however, ap- 
peared to him, and hope was = man Kindled in 
his boſom. 

The brothers, with their adherents, met to- 0 
gether; and the fate of their empire was to be 
decided; when the genius again exerted his 
power in behalf of Almoran; the air grew 
dark, a flood of lightning deſcended from the 

ſky, and. a ph of thunder was articulated” in- 
to theſe words : 


"Dinlded ſivay 'y, the God who reigns a” 
Ab horse : and gives to Almoran the throne. 


The Woltidudle ſtood aghaſt at the proligy = 
and hiding their faces with their hands, every 
one departed in ſilence and confuſion, and Ha- 
met and Omar were left alone. Oman was _— | 
ken 


- — 
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ken by ſome of the ſoldiers who had adhered 
to Almoran; but Hamet made his eſcape. 
In the tumult of this ſeeming accompliſhment 
of his wiſhes, Almoran inveſted Oſmyn with 
the . higheſt power, making Caled, his rival, 
next to him in power and honour. | Almeida 
ſuffered all the grief and terror, which a tender 
mind might be ſuppofed to feel from ſuch di- 
ſtreſs.- While ſhe was indulging her diſtreſs, 
Almoran came to her. When ſhe ſaw him, ſhe 
turned from him with a look of unutterable an- 
guiſh; and, hiding her face in her veil, ſhe burſt 
into tears. The tyrant was moved for, un- 
feeling obduracy is the vice only of the old, 
whoſe ſenſibility has been worn out by the ha- 
bitual perpetration of reiterated wrongs. Al- 
moran uſed every argument, but in vain, to ri- 
val his brother, and to win her affection. When 
he urged the interpoſition of the divine Power; 
« Urge no more,” ſaid ſhe, © -as the deeree of 
c heaven, that which is inconſiſtent with divine 
ce perfection. Can he, in whoſe hand my heart 
« js, command me to wed the man, whom he 
e has not enabled me to love? Can the pure, 
ce the juſt, the mereiful, have ordained, that 1 
e ſhould ſuffer embraces Which F- loathe, and 
« violate vows which his laws permitted me to 
* make? Can he have ordained a perfidions, 
&« a loveleſs, a joyleſs proftitution ??—Enraged 
and diſappointed, Almoran left her: In the an- 
guiſh of diſappointment, he ſaid, „What have 
I gained by abſolute dominion i ? By the ca- 
price of one woman I am robbed, not 
of enjoyment, bo of peace; and condemned 
6 F . 
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44 forever to the torment of unſatisfied deſire!” 


The genius once again appeared to him during 
this conflict of his mind; and as he had wiſhed 


for the form of Hamet, gave him a taliſman, 


by which he might aſſume the form of whom- 


ſoever he would; only upon theſe terms, that 


upon him whoſe appearance he aſſumed, his 
muſt be impreſt, till he ſhould reſtore his own. 
There was no doubt whoſe form Almoran would 
aſſume; yet he dreaded the conſequence, leſt 
Hamet thodtd: avail himſelf of the form of Al- 


Moran. However, getting over theſe fears, 


and having given orders to Oſmyn to admit Ha- 
met to Almeida, in caſe he ſhould appear, he 
made uſe of the taliſman, and aſſumed the per- 
ſon of his brother. 


Hamet, at this time, concealed himſelf near 


the city; and as Almoran aſſumed his, he per- 
ceived himſelf impreſt with the form of Almo- 
ran, upon which he haſtened towards the pa- 
lace.—Almoran, in the form of Hamet, going 
to the apartment of Almeida, was met by Oſ- 
myn, who, miſtaking him for the real Hamet, 
expreſſes his utter abhorrence of Almoran, and 
His deſire to ſee Hamet on the throne. Almoran, 
unable to reſtrain his rage, is racked with the 
moſt poignant diſtreſs. He comes, however, 


to Almeida, who receives him with joy; but, 


as he preſſes haſtily for guilty pleaſures, ſhe re- 
jects him, and vows to give her hand to Almo- 


ran, as ſhe had been ſo much miſtaken in Ha- 
met. Thus diſappointed again, yet happy in 


the diſappointment, the imaginary Hamet re- 
tired, purpoſing to aſſume his own form.—Soon 


after: comes the real Hamet in the form of Almo- 
| ran. 
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Almeida, who was deceived; perplexes Ha- 
os "meds with an account of what paſſed. But 
at length, Almoran having aſſumed his own 
form, Hamet ſtood before Almeida alſo in his 
own perſon. The doubts and difficulties were 

then all ſolved, and the virtuous lovers re- 
new all the tenderneſs of their love. When 
behold, Almoran enters the apartment, finds 
them together, boils with rage, - and, deaf 
to the intreaties of Almeida, or the remon- 
ſtrances of Hamet, orders him to a dreadfut 
E 3 purpoſing immediately to take him 
| O 5 13 
Ae was about to call the Ministers of deute 
| when again the genius appeared; Though 
«« you are free to afflict,“ ſaid he, % you are 
I not to murder your brother.“ What 
ä % then remains,” ſaid Almoran, in the ſtores 
„of thy wiſdom, for me? Till he dies, I am 
at once precluded from peace, and ſafety, and 
* enjoyment.” Look up,” faid the genius, 
for the iron hand of deſpair is not yet upon 
« thee. Thou canſt be happy only by his death, 
and his life thou art forbidden to take away; 
| yet mayſt thou ſtill arm him againſt himſelf, 
| * and if he dies by his own hand, thy wiſhes will 
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| « be full.“ O name,” « cried Almoran, but 
y the means, and it ſhall this moment be ac- 
| * compliſhed.”” © Select,“ replied the genius, 
BE <© ſome friend” —AImoran” $-ſoul was ſhocked 
; to think that he had not one friend in whom 
2 he could confide : however, by the advice of 
dhe genius, he determined to be his own meſ- 
| ſenger, and to viſit his brother in the form of 


Oſmyn, by the help of his taliſman.—Accord- 
>< Vs R ingly, 


8 
. 3 * 
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_ ingly * ſecures Oſmyn, upon whom his o. 
form was to be impreſt, and goes to the priſon, 


of which Caled had the guard, the enemy and 
rival of Oſmyn in power, whom he had deter- 
mined to take the firſt opportunity to deſtroy; 


not only, as he had committed ſome treacherous 
ſecrets to him, but becauſe he hoped to ſucceed 


him 1n dignity, and. alſo was confirmed in his 
reſolution, by the enmity which inferior minds 
never fail to conceive againſt that merit which 
they cannot but envy, without ſpirit to emu- 


late; and by which they feel themſelves diſ- 
graced, without an effort to acquire equal bo- 


nour. f s 


Almoran, in the FOR of Oſmyn, came to 


the priſon, ſhewed the royal ſignet, as a teſti- 
mony that he came with the king's authority; 
and, while Caled behaved with the greateſt de- 
ference to him, was admitted to Hamet. He 
informed him, that cruel tortures were prepa- 


ring for him, and that the- only way for the un- 
fortunate prince to eſcape his brother's rage, 
was to deſtroy himſelf, for which end he gave 


him a poniard, which Hamet ſeized with gra- 


titude and joy. © Be quick,” ſaid the diſ- 


guiſed Almoran. © I will be quick,“ ſaid Ha- 
met, © and the ſigh that ſhall laſt linger upon 
«© my lips ſhall bleſs thee.” They then bid 


each other farewel : Almoran retired from the 
dungeon, and the door was again cloſed upon 


r 
Caled, who band at the door, till the ſup- 


poſed Olm yn ſhould return, preſented him with 
A beverage which he had een of which 


he 
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moran received it with pleaſure, drank it off 
eagerly, and returned to the palace —Hamet, 
in the mean time, graſping the dagger, pre- 
pared for the blow, when his mind took the 
alarm.“ Let me reflect,“ ſaid he, a mo- 


« ment: from what can I derive hope in death? 


« from that patient and perſevering virtue, 


and from that alone, by which we fulfil the 


e taſk aſſigned us upon earth. Is it not our 
duty, to ſuffer as well as to act? If my own 
« hand conſigus me to the grave, what can it 


do but perpetuate that miſery, which, by diſ- 


<«. obedience, 'I would ſhun? what can it do, 
« but. cut off my life and hope together ?** 
With this reflection, he threw the dagger from 


him, and, ſtretching himſelf again upon the 


ground, reſigned himſelf to the diſpoſal of the 
Father of man, moſt merciful and almighty. 
To Almoran, waiting impatiently for the 


news of Hamet's death, at length came Caled, 
but, inſtead of the intelligence which he wiſh- | 


ed to receive, he heard the dire information, 
that Oſmyn was a traitor, and that Caled gave 
him a bowl of Poiſon, as he came out of the 
priſon from Hamet : Upon which Almoran, 
{triking his hands together, looked upward in 
an agony of deſpair and horror, and ſtabbed 
Caled to the heart.—In this dreadful moment, 


the genius once again appeared: * There is 
< hut one method, faid he, © to preſerve thy 


life, by a charm, which Hamet muſt apply.“ 
Almoran with ſullen pride conſented; the ge- 


nius IG Almoran, 25 the help of his 
. A 
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raliſman, determines to be preſent at the meet- 
ing between the genius and his brother, whom 
he begins to ſuſpect, and accordingly aſſumes 
the form of a ſoldier. The genius appears to 
Hamet in the priſon, and exhorts him to uſe 
a magic charm for his deliverance ; againſt 
which, Hamet's conſcience remonſtrating, the 
genius leaves him, with the ſcroll, to determine 
for himſelf. Almoran aſſumes the form of O- 
mar, to perſuade him not to uſe it, as the ge- 
nius had declared, it would be the means of 
his brother's deſtruction. Thus Almoran was 
deceived. His arguments prevailed.—For, in 
the language of Omar, he ſaid, To pre- 
* ſerye thy life, wilt thou deſtroy thy ſoul ??* 
« O ſtay,” ſaid Hamet, let me not be tried 
too far; let the ſtrength of Him, who is 
- « almighty, be manifeſt in my weakneſs.” “ 
Upon this he rejects the charm, and Almoran, 
in an ecſtaſy of joy, received it—As this was 
only a trial of Hamet's virtue, ſhort was Al- 
moran's triumph. — The genius once more ap- 
peared : © Almoran,” ſaid he, to the laſt 
% ſounds which thou ſhalt hear, let thine ear 
ce be attentive! Of the ſpirits which rejoice to 
« fulfil the purpoſe of the Almighty, I am one. 
4 To Hamet and to Almoran, I have been 
« commiſſioned from above; I have been ap- 
< pointed to perfect virtue by adverſity ; and, 
« in the folly of her own projects, to entangle 
„ vice. The charm which could be formed 
« only by guilt, has power only to produce 
« miſery. Of every good, which thou, Al- 
* n wouldſt dare ſecured T7 diſobedi- 
: _- - _ 
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«ence, the oppoſite evil is thy portion: and 
of every evil, which thou, Hamet, waſt 
. willing, by obedience, to incur, the oppoſite 
good is beſtowed upon thee. To thee, Ha- 


c“ met, are now given the throne of thy fa- 
66.) 
0 
> 


N 


tions, a memorial of the truths which thy life 
„ has taught.“ 


Such were the events dd by. Achmet, 


che deſcendant of the prophet, and the preach- 


er of righteouſneſs: for to Achmet, that which 
paſſed in ſeeret, was revealed by the angel of 


inſtruction, that the world might know, that to 
the wicked, increaſe of power is increaſe of 


wretchedneſs; and that, thoſe who condemn the 
folly of an attempt to defeat the purpoſe of a 


genius, might no longer hope to elude the * 
ne of: the: moſt 85 


The ur. of Mix6znan. 


Me EHAN was a peaſant in the deſarts of 


Arabia: he frequently begged an alms 
of the travellers in the paſſing caravan. For a 


long time, he drove the loaded camel over 


mount Pharan, for a jeweller of Cairo; and 


having at length, by an amazing parſimony; 


got together a few ſequins of gold, he follow. 
ed the occupation of his maſter. | 


Affairs thrived fo well with him, that, in hs 
courſe of a few years, * — began 1 aſ- 
— 


e ther, and Almeida. And thou, Almoran, L 
who, while 1 ſpeak, art incorporating with 
the earth, ſhalt remain, through all genera- 
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ſume to himſelf the pride of wealch; and his 
countenance, which formerly was humbled by 
poverty, and à dejection of ſpirits, began to 
brighten in gleams of ſelf- ſatisfaction. In or- 
der to extend his intereſt, and enlarge his 
ſchemes for the accumulation of wealth, Mirge- 
han, now baſking under the ſun-ſhine of his 
fortune, reſolved to remove to Baſra, where 
he was ſoon diſtinguiſhed as the moſt eminent 
merchant of the place. As it is the nature of 
ambition, to be ever reſtleſs and unſatisfied; af- 
ter having, in the courſe of ſix years reſidence, 
amaſſed a very ample fortune, he determined 
with himſelf to change his abode once more, 
and ſettle himſelf, with all His nene wealth, 
at Bagdad. ine ö 
Mirgehan was no lenden Seck at Bagdad, 
than the reputation of his affluence ſpread it. 
ſelf abroad. In all convivial meetings among 
- the reſt of the merchants, as ſoon as his lips - 
ſeemed to open, every tongue was ſuſpended. 
with filence, every eye gazed at him with ad- 
miration, and every ear deyoured the periods. 
of his ſtory with greedy earneſtneſs. His voice, 
which naturally was as rough as the ſound' oc- 
caſioned by a colliſion of billows on the ocean, 
no ſeemed as ſoft as the fragrant gale, which 
pants upon the leaves of the Arabian trees. 
By this time, Mirgehan's credit was become 
ſo extenſive, that people of all ranks and con- 
ditions depoſited: their money with him, and he 
had every day a very great number, of ſervants 
counting over the ſequins of „ which he 
Was either to receive, or pay away ber others. 
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In the midſt of all theſe ſmiles of fortune; ir 
happened, that the reli& of a rich merchant, 
lately ſnatched away from the face of the earth, 
by the angel of death, attracted his attention. 
Her name was Dardane, born in the city of 
Damas, and now in the poſſeſſion of very great 
wealth. From the habits which education and 
time had implanted in her, ſhe was in her tem- 
per of a moſt greedy. avarice, and a powerful 

ambition to be counted richer than the reſt of 
her acquaintance. Urged by theſe inſtigations, 
ſhe beſtowed her lovely form upon Mirgehan, 
who, in a ſhort time, perceived that the roſes 

faded on her cheek, the lily appeared of a 
yellower hue ; and, by flow degrees, her con- 
ſitution received ſuch ſevere {trokes from his 
ſeverity, that ſhe totally pined away, and, in 
a ſhort time, lay breathleſs on her bed. . 
Mirgehan was now happy in the S 
of his wiſhes; he had got rid of a wife, whom,  _ 
notwithſtanding ber exquiſite beauty, his ſoul | 
ever abhorred; and he exulted in the review of 
the vaſt acceſſion to his fortune, which, through 
her means, he had obtained. His heart now 
began to expand with greater alacrity; and he 
_ reſolved to ſpend the remainder of his days in 
caſe, in elegance, in luxury, and every other 
delicate enjoyment. The dainties of the Eaſt 
did not ſuffice to crown his board ; he would 
ſend to the Weſt for turtle; and every corner of 
the globe adminiſtered to his gratifications. 
Not far from Bagdad, he purchaſed a moſt ele- 
gant and magnificent houſe, where he deter- 
mined to fix his country retreat. The rooms 

| „ ee 
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eternally reſounded with ſingers and minſtrels; $: 
amber and aloes contributed to their rich per- 
fumes; and his tables were covered with vaſes 
of agate, filled with the moſt delicious liquors. 
Painting and ſculpture concurred to adorn his 
apartments. Mirgehan was led into all this 


5 profuſion by an irreſiſtible vanity, from which 


he derived many exquiſite ſenſations of plea- 
ſure: when he found his wealth and his poſſeſ- 
ſions admired, he the more readily ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be governed by this turn of mind, from 
a conviction, that all his grand appearance of | 
_ affluence ſerved to extend his reputation, and 

that, in conſequence of his extenſive credit, he 
ſhould have ample and frequent opportunities 
of reimburſing himſelf, by the uſe he knew how 
to make of the pecuniary confidence which o- 
thers repoſed in him. 


Mirgehan was now happy in all che enjoy- : 


ments which riches could procure him; his 


heart danced to perpetual tunes of joy, and the 
meanneſs of his birth he thought ſufficiently 
compenſated, by che luſtre and dignity of his 
preſent way of life. And now, to complete his 
elevation, and to raiſe himſelf to that point of 
eminence, from which, he imagined, he might 
look down upon moſt of his fellow-creatures, 
Fortune, who had for a ſeries of years ſmiled 
propitiouſly on all the undertakings of Mirge- 
han, at length preſented an opportunity. * 
It happened, that the emperor of Bagdad 
had occaſion, on a particular emergency in his 
affairs, to call together an aſſembly of the wiſeſt 
and ableſt heads in his territories, in order to 


"_— | 
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aſſiſt his councils, to help him in came ſalu- 
tary laws, for the due regulation of his ſubjects, 
and to point out for him proper meaſures to 
levy the monies neceſſary towards defraying the 

.expences of his ſoldiers, and other contingen- 
cies in government. The Caliph reſolved upon 
this ſtep, with the advice of his viſier; and in 
a few days, mandates were diſpatched to ſundry 

and different parts, commanding the provinces 

and towns to depute to the general divan-two 
perſons the moſt renowned for ſagacity and 

judgment. Mirgehan was at bis country ſeat. 
when he heard this news; and his paſſions be- 
ing violent as the eddying ſand during the tem- 
peſt, he inſtantly conceived a defire to be in- 

rolled among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Porn 

of Bagdad. 

Accordingly: he forthwith fox 008 upon this 
expedition ; but he had not gone far from his 
own habitation, when, travelling a ſolitary road, 
over a long- extended mountain, the heat of the 
day, together with the fatigue he had under- 
gone, inclined him to ſtop under a ſhady re- 
treat, and refreſh his ſenſes with a gentle ſlum- 
ber. From this he was ſoon awakened, by a 
ſtrain of. muſic, which thrilled ſo melodiouſly i in 
his ears, that he thought gleams of paradiſe 

were opened to his dazzled ſight. He looked 
around, and ſaw a reverend form advancing. 
towards him : Mirgehan aroſe, from the arbour 
in which he was reclined, and inſtantly throwing 
himſelf on his knees, worſhipped the venerable 
appearance which ſtood before him. This per- 
e was an holy hermit, who had long in- 


habited .. 
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| habited a ſmall manſion on the ſide: of a rock, 
which terminated the proſpect on the left fide 
of the mountain. Being endowed with a ma- 
gic power, he called forth to ſight ſuch beauti- 
ful ſcenes, as looked like 4 new creation. Mir- 
gehan's heart throbbed with holy rapture. At 
length, che hoary ſage began: Mirgehan, I 
know thy purpoſe; I am acquainted with thy 
« deſign in this thy journey: but reflect, O man! 
4 on the obſcurity of thy birth, and the mean- 
«© nefs of thy education: Canſt thou c fer 
light on the counfels of the wiſe ? canſt | 
Sy diſpel the miſt from before their eyes, and | 
« let in powerful irradiations of truth upon 
<« their darkling underſtandings? Deſiſt, vain 
«© man, from thy il-founded purfuits. „ At 
theſe words, the venerable hermit waved his 
wand, and ſuddenly the ſcene vaniſhed like a 
morning dream from Mirgehan's eyes. After 


1 having raiſed his arm; © Now,” ſays the her- 
mit, let the objects that are placed before 


4 thee, inſtru thy ſoul; there behold how ea- 
ce ſily thou mighteſt have ſquandered away all 
ce thofe poſſeſſions, which thy foul delights in, 

<« for a mere empty bubble. There fee an e- 
C lection for two perſons to aſſiſt in the debates, 
“ for the eaſe and happineſs of the Caliph and 

* his people; ſee the blind, the lame, the old, 
6-6 infirm, the ſick, arriving in caravans, to 
vote for thoſe who pay them higheſt. See 
<« how they all ſolemnly vow by the holy Pro- 
« phet, that money has no influence upon 
* them; and yet, behold how in private they 
4. 8 at the of Salad Does = = 5 

« heart, 
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cc heart, which has fixed all its affections upon 
« thy yellow droſs, tremble within the do 
« think that in this manner all thy wealth might | 

ce be ſquandered away, and thou not be able - 

ce to render the leaſt ſervice to the Caliph, | 7 

ce country, or thy family? That this is * 

% fate of many, gt 50g like thee, have aroſe 
« from mean beginnings, and have, in their 

e old days, proved mere ſpendthrifts, than 

< mayſt receive ocular demonſtration, by ſur; 
ce yeying theſe wretches, who are now deſpiſec c 

4 by their country, deteſted by their relations, 
„ and hated. by the viſier, in whoſe ſervice 
< they exhauſted all their treaſures.” _ : 

Here Zemroude (for that. was the hermit” s 
| name) perceiving the affections of Mirgehan 
perfectly changed, diſperſed into the air his 
ne creation, returned with ſolemn ſtep to his 
; cell under the rock; and Mirgehan ordered 
5 8 his camels to be turned towards Bagdad, where 
he ſpent the remainder of his days in eaſe and 
content: and, at his death, he left thoſe ſums 
| of gold, which he was going to ſquander: in vie 
= ſionary ſchemes, among his relations, who now 
live in afluence; and the memory of Mirgehan 
is Fen 0 them, 
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Y IN. che days whan the empire of: Bagdad 
ſpread terror round the nations, and their 
conquering arms added a conſtant acceſſion of 
honour and wealth to the Caliphs, Aboulcaſem, 
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4 50 thi of exeenſive parts and boundleſs ambi- 


tion, had the addreſs to 15 himſelf to the firſt 
hondurs of the ſtate, and, in proceſs of time, f 
he arrived to the dignity of viſſer. To this of: 
fits; his Conduct was ſuch as might be expected 


From a perſon of his exalted parts. His re- 


uiſhed him above the reſt of the mini- 
ſter „ and the name of Aboulcaſem was wafted 
| u the wings of fame through al the regions 
el the Eaſt. 

But, amid(t al the effulgence of his glory, 


 Nbioulcaſem was hurried away. by the violence 


of his paſſions, which were rapid as the cata- 
racts of the Nile, and violent as the whirtwinds 


in the deſart. His foul was apt to kindle into 
a blaze at the ſight of beauty; and, in the height 
of his national buſineſs, -he would frequently 
ſport away his hours in wanton dalliance with a 
Circaſſian beauty, with whom he would often 


| betake himſelf to the baths, and there, in a- 
morous diſſipation, write letters upon matters 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the Caliph, and 
the whole empire of Bagdad, and diſpatch them 
to his agents, whom he had ſent to other neigh- 
bouring courts. At length, he was faſpedied 


to favour the cauſe of the baniſhed prince, Ab- 


dallah, who was then wandering about the de- 


ſerts of Arabia; and though. no convincing | 


roofs could be alledged againſt him, yet, not 
1 able to vindicate himſelf from the impu- 
tation, he was obliged to fly his country. 


Aboulcaſem immediately betook himſelf to 


che * Abdallah; and _ his cauſe to- 
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tally. ruined, without-any. poſſibility of xeinſtar- 
ing him, he then exerted all his. induſtry 19 obr 
rain leave to return home. As things! Skotkis ? 
nature cannot be compaſſed in a hort um : 
order io hinder his mind, inthe ener 
falling a prey to melancholy, and all the horror 
of diſappointed ambition, he applied himſelf. t 
the labours of the wiſe men, in order to relieye ä 
his mind. Here he penned his thoughts upon 
exile, and many other important points of ſpe⸗ 
cn morality: He lived like an hermit- in 
the deſerts of Arabia, and chere, illuftriouſly 
hid, he carried on his reſearches. into the ſtudy 
of nature, hiſtory, and all the branches of hu- 
man learning, which could adorn and. enrich NY 
accompliſhed a mind. 

Thus / furniſhed with a mental Ee 
ments, Aboulcaſem was in time permitted. to 
return, but he was not reſtored to his honours. 
As ambition is ever unrelenting, he Was ve 
ſooner fixed in his own abode, than he ioſtant- 
ly became an implacable enemy to the viſier, 
Re had conſented to recal. him. He drew 
from the ſtores of knowledge he had formerly 
treaſured up, ſome of the ſevereſt reflections 
which could be made upon the viſier's admini- 
tration; ; and this in ſuch a powerful ſtrain ß 
ner vous eloquence, that he may be very Jo - 
ſaid to have had a great ſhare.in his downfal. 1 
Aboulcaſem was ſo W a as to have accom- 
pliſhed tllis buſineſs; which was for a long time 
the grand object of his intentions; but it Was 
no ſooner done, than he perceived himſelf as- 
diſtant. as ever from regaining his prince's a 
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He therefore betook himſelf to his country 
honſe, àt a ſmall diftance from Bagdad, where 

he employed himſelf in reading all the moraliſts 
of Arabia, and, in ſhort, all the fine Eaſtern 
writers.” In this receſs, he cultivated acquaint- 

ande with two of the firſt geniuſes of his time, 
Selim and Mirza; the former was remarkable 
among the Eaſtern ſages for elevated ſtrains of 
poetry, and the latter for the brilliancy of his 
wit, the poignancy of his ſatire, and, above all, 
for the admirable humour with which he ridi- 
culed the follies and vices of mankind. Theſe 
two undertook'the defence of Aboulcaſem's cha- 
racer, and ſpared no Fins to blazon bis fame 
to the world, - 

Meantime, Aboulcaſem purficd his ceſexedh- 
es into all the branches of human wiſdom ; the 
civil polity of ſtates was to him a ſtore-houſe, 
which diſcloſed a conſtant fund of ſupply. 
He then turned his ey 1785 inwards upon the tex- 
ture and make of his own mind; he uſed to 


ſay, that the mind was 2 coneealed repoſitory 5 


of riches, and that it behoved every man to 
find out the ſecrets of it. This accordingly 
he did ; but he did not enjoy the ſecret, ſelf- 
1h gratification of many, who, when in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a treaſure, will never let it be 24 
by human eyes; on the contrary, he was glad 
to have every opportunity of diſplaying bim- 
ſelf,” and this rather to a degree of o enta- 
tion. From this branch of ſtudy, Aboulcaſem 
proceeded to examine into matters of religion; 
the various ſyſtems of Eaſtern ſages were to | 
bim perfeciy well known : he laughed at che 

| koran; 
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os koran's the ſyſtem of morality, which. Confucius: 
4 | taught, Aboulcaſem held in contempt; Maho- 
* met's paradiſe was to him a mere chimera; and 
he declaimed,. with a pompous flow of ſaund- | 
; ing eloquence, againſt all theſe various opini- 
ons. The bramins were always the objects of. 
his ſevereſt contempt : In the dictates of na- 
. tural religion, he would ſay, we have no oc- 
agaſion for ſuch guides; and, in the explanation 
ok eflabliſhed forms, they are highly danger 
dous. He was an enemy to all forms of Wor- 
ſhip offered in the temple of the Prophet; 
he „„ to ſubvert the principles upon 
which this worſhip was founded, and to intro- 
duce à new form of thinking of his own. 
Since Aboulcaſem could have no ſhare in the- 
direction of ſtate- affairs, he was determined to 
ſoar above ſublunary things, and to have the 
lead in matters of higher importance. He was 
highly dogmatical in his affertions, and he car- 
ried his extravagance ſo far, as to advance, 
that there was no difference between:the humarr 
ſpecies and brutes; and that it: was highly 
probable that dogs, and the reſt of the ani-- 
mal creation, were endued with ſouls as welk 
as mankind; and, in the general, he. allerted;. 
that all ſouls were material. 
In the midſt of theſe diſquifitions, Aboties- 
18 Was ſitting. one night in his ſtudy, his lamp: 
burning before him; when, of a ſudden, thun- 
ders rolled deep and awful over his head; the 
mountains were ſhaken, and they groaned; 
keen lightnings flaſhed athwart the fremiſphere; 
the. Yue: Rearen. was- opened, -and a flood of 
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radiance deſcended upon the earth. The ſo- 

lemnity of the ſcene appalled the heart of A- 
boulcaſem; trembling ſeized his limbs; he fell 

Proſtrate, and adored the meſſenger from God, 
who now ſtood before him, and ſpoke in ac- 

. cents, which chilled the blood within him, and 
made him ſtand convinced * his vain n Philo 8 
FN ; 

Be Aboulcaſem,” faid he, receive my fay- | 

ih ings with an ear of attention. Know then, 
that the eye of Him, who is in the third 

< heaven, hath beheld thee; he hath viewed 
« thy ways with compaſſion, and he hath matle 
& this viſion. a vehicle of inſtruction unto thy 

* ſoul, which is at preſent loſt and bewildered 

in a maze of idle and fooliſh philoſophy.; 
for thy philoſophy is not calculated to ad- 

ee 'yance true knowledge, virtue, and wiſdom, 
but has its ſource in oſtentation. Oſtenta- 
<< tion and vain-glory have induced thee to diſ- 
- play thy imagined ſuperiority of parts, which 
pretends to pervade all ſyſtems of religion, 

and thy heart's conceit will approve of none. 
Thy ſtudies are ill directed, and their drift 
is only to alienate the minds 'of men from a- 
Iny ſettled form of worſhip, which you are 
ein the wrong to diſturb, as your own inſuf- 

_ © ficiency cannot ſubſtitute a better than whar 
* is. deſigned to keep ſociety in a due ſenſe of 
ce reſignation: to the Supreme Being, and to: 
prefer ve the bands of civil compact religiouſ- 

unbroken. Caſt but thine eyes upon yon- 
« der vale; behold what is there tranſacted. 
* There thou mayſt ies; men elke of all 

| 2; & forms 
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« forms of worſhip, and rendered! perfe 
*« conformable to thy vain notions of reli gion: 
There thou mayſt ſee what is the ſtate of 
man ungoverned by ſettled forms of devo- 
« tion; they have ſhaken off all regard toithe 
« Prophet. ; and behold them immerſed in alt - 
manner of vicious practices. Uncontrolled, 
they invade each other's rights; they make 
« war, to gratify their ambition; freely, without 
« reſtraint, they proſcribe whom they pleaſe; 
the bonds of ſociety are broken,” and the 
« contempt of divine laws häs introduced a 
* contempt for all human inſtitutions. T 
promote this ſcene of confuſion, are thy 
«© writings calculated: but know, and dread 
„ the truth I am now to utter, that it will 
<« better behove thee to pay ſubmiſſion to the 
«eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip' of thy country, 
«© than to diſturb the peace of the faithful, 
and thereby fill their minds with doubt, with 
_ © jealouſy, miſtruſt, _ ſuſpicion, and all the hor- | 
rors of an overweening imagination. 
At theſe words, the radiance, which ſpoke, 
withdrew from his eyes, and left Aboulcaſem 
in the utmoſt conſternation ; the impreſſion 
was, however, very ſoon eſfaced ; for, not- 
_ withſtanding this admonition, | he perſevered 
in his ill deſigns; but the thread of his days 


was cut ſhort, before he could vent them a- 


tions were not tqtally fruſtrated; for the hand 
of death had ſooner ſmote him, than his 

compoſitions fell into the hands of Namahran, 
another Eaſtern who ſold them for a 


N certain 


broad into 1 However, his inten- 


— 
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ertain number of ſequins of gold, and; by | 

| theſe means, the writings of Aboulcaſem came 
into every body's hands, and ſpread their bane- 
ful influence on 25 ins of - all. che n 
tants of n at 24 5 | 


rx E "Y 
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* IN the chal of Anatolia, . in times 5 

5 yore, the ſage Huſſendgiar, retired. from 
. world, and free from all the cares which 

Perplex the breaſts. of thoſe, who, miſled by 
avarice or ambition, make wealth. or glory their 
idol. He applied his heart ſolely to wiſdom, 
and meditared day and night upon: the koran. 
The more he ſtudied: the book of glory, the 
more was his ardour for the knoyledge of hea- 
venly things increaſed ; and ſuch" was the hap- 
pineſs he enjoyed in che retirement of repoſe, 
that the bliſs of paradiſe, which Mahomet had 

promiſed to the faithful, ſeemed to be prefigured | 
by it; and the joys he was poſſeſſed of in this 
world, gave him a. foretaſte of the ON 
reſerved for him in the next. 

His tranquillity was, however, at length i in · 
terrupted: the plains of Anatolia were laid 
waſte by all the horrors of war; and Huſſend -: 
giar bimſelf beheld, from a ruined tower, the 
hoſtile encounter of two armies. He was an 
eye · witneſs to carnage that filled his ſoul with 
horror; and could not forbear exclaiming, 
Heavens! wherefore were men created to 
5 + deſtroy each other « | How can a "Go 

(e 4 


* 
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< human bliſs ſhould be imperfe 
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The mind of Huffendg giar- was; from "hat 


day; filled with ſeruples eee —_—_ 5 


his former ſerenity, by pondering upon the way 
of Providence: the maze appeared to him i in- 


extricable, and quite confounded his under- 
ſtanding. Being conſtantly wrapped up in theſe 
contemplations, he one day fell into a profound 
fleep ; whereupon the angel Gabriel appeatec 
to bim, and addreſſed kim in dhe fo owing 
Thou haſt doubted of the! Divine! wi 


iſdom 


* and goodneſs, on account of ſome ae ; 


« ances of evil, which thy limited underitand- 


« ing could not explain. Men were not wade 
„ to dwell for ever upon earth; therefore, it 


« jg wiſely ordained by the Almi 9 that all 


6 ſhow you the place where alone unmixed 
e happineſs can be expected. 80 ſaying, the 


angel gave Huſſendgiar a view of rk glories 


of paradiſe ; and, ſuch an impreſſion did the 
viſion make upon his mind, that it was ever 


after raiſed above all human pleaſures and 
pains; and he retained a full conviction, that 
evil is neceſſary in a tranſitory ſtate, in order 
to wean man from it; and that mortals ſhould 


expect no true felicity, till the angel of death 
has put a period to their days. He ſoon reſu- 
med his former tranquillity and compoſure of 
mind, and lived happier in his cell, than mo- 


narchs | in their PRIN 
The 
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will now 
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The / calms of life are never laſting. Hob — 
e s peace was once more to be diſturb- 
ed. The prince Mueſin, being fatigued. in 
pur ſuit of the foe; happened to rake ſhelrer; at 
the cottage of Huſſendgiar, with whoſe con- 
verſation he was ſo delighted, that he reſolved 
to keep him always about his perſon, and con- 
fer on him diſtinguiſhed honours. This pre 
ferment, Huſſendgiar would have willingly. wo 
clined: a court had no charms for him, How- 
ever, he could not reſiſt the importunities of 
the prince; and, the war being over, accom- 
panied him to his court. He had not been 
long there, when envy filled the breaſts of the 
courtiers, who could not bear to ſee an obſcure 
hermit in equal credit with themſelves. The 
vizier Abdelaziz, above all, ſought his ruin, 
and every day laid new ſnares for him; but 
ſuch was his integrity, that he always found i It 
eaſy to juſtify his conduct. The prince, being 
fully ſatisfied of the malice of Abdelaziz, 
would have puniſhed him: whereupon, Huſ- 
ſendgiar gave a new proof of his worth, by 
interceding for him, and procuring his pardon, 
This laſt trial over, Hufſendgiar lived unmo- 
leſted till the death of the prince: the love of 
retirement then took poſſeſſion of his beart, 
and he returned to his former cottage, in or- 
der to wait the ſummons of death; having, 
from living in a court, received new con vie- 


tion, that happineſs is not to be expettcd on 
ty fide of the grave. ONT 


" * ; 8 * Sh LY N 
= & J ; 
| 4 2 * A 
* * | 
* oo . + - s F 
FRY ? 3 0 | 
0+ : | 42 6 
. 7 . . 8 4 : wy pe 
* "4 L | 


« 7 7 
8 | g * 12 It bg 1 4 „ Wc L 
ty 7 5 ig . 1 8 61675 1 > x 7 e 
W * 1 ws = 4 2 £ 5 7 «Ss VÞ . * 7. * : $ 3 S gt ne 5 
* — d 
* bo we 5 7 * * - 
: \ % 
4 „„ „ 1 


cg 42; 3 * 5 een 1 21 ag 5 
The Ls * TT Ex. 7 0% * 0 v, tbe 1 an. 


raſcan, from whom the kings of the earth 
derive honour and dominion; - re ſer: Mirza his 
ſervant over the province of Tauris. In the 
hand of Mirza, the balance of diſtribution was 
ſuſpended with impartiality; and, under his ad- 
miniſtration, the weak were protekted, the 
learned received honour, and the diligent be- 
came rich: Mirza, therefore, was beheld by 
every eye with complacency ; and every tongue 
pronounced bleſſings upon his head. But it 
was obſerved, that he derived no joy from the 
benefits which he diffuſed: he became penſive 
and melancholy; ; he ſpent his leiſure in ſoli- 
tude; in his palace, he ſat motionleſs upon a 
ſofa; and, when he went out, his walk was 3 
flow, and his eyes were fixed upon the ground: * | 
he applied to the buſineſs of ſtate with reluce- |} 
tance, and reſolved to relinquiſn the toil of go- |} 
vernment, of Which he could no lon ger 57 75 985 
the reward. OO 
He, therefore, obtained permiſſion to ap- 
proach the throne of our ſovereign; and, be- 
ing aſked what was his requeſt, he made this 
reply: « May the Lord of the world forgive 
« the ſlave x he has h onoured, if Mirza 
e preſume again to lay the bounty of Abbas 
« at his feet. Thou haſt given me the domi- 
nion of a country, fruitful as the gardens of 
Damaſcus yp” and. a yy glorious above all 
: „ 
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* others, except that only which reflects the 


4 


e ſplendour of thy preſence. But the longeſt 
« life is a period ſcarce ſufficient to prepare for 
« death: all other buſineſs is vain and trivial, 
cis the toil of emmets in the path of the tra- 

«,-yeller, under whoſe feet they periſh for e- 


« ver; and all enjoyment is unſubſtantial and 
« evaneſcent, 'as the colours of the bow that 


«« appears in the interval of a ſtorm. Suffer 
me, therefore, to prepare for the a approach 


«/ of eternity; let me give up my ſoul to me- 


801 ditation; let ſolitude and ſilence acquaint me 
6e with the myſteries of de votion; let me for- 


ce get the world, and by the world be forgot- 
5 ten, till the moment arrives, in which the 
« veil of eternity ſhall fall, and I ſhall be found 


N 


4 at the bar of the. Almighty” Mirza then 


bowed himſelf to the earth, and ſtood ſilent. - 


By the command of Abbas it is recorded, 
chat, at theſe words, he trembled upon that 
throne, at the footſtool of which the world 


pays homage: he looked round upon his no- 
bles; but every countenance was pale, and e- 
very eye was upon the earth. No man open- 


ed his mouth; and the king firſt broke lence, 


after-it had ned near an hour. 


* an terror and doubt are come upon 


cc Tam alarmed, as a man who ſuddenly 
0 perocives that he is near the brink of a pre- 
« cipice, and is urged forward by an irreſiſt- 


cc jble force: but yet I know not, whether my 


6 danger is a reality or a dream. I am, as thou 
« art, a reptile of the earth; my life is a mo- 


<6 ment; unn. in Which * and FR 
| « an 


WE 
* for which I alſo ſhould prepare = 
« whom then muſt the faithful be governed? 
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and ages are nothing, eternity is before me, 
but, by 


l Wo only, Who have no fear of judg- 


been prepared for thy reſidence: I will me a 


„ He, Who: illuminates the mind of the hum 


98 
. 


« ment? by thoſe only, whoſe life is brutal, N 
« becauſe,. like brutes, they do not conſider 
„ that they ſhall die? Or who, indeed, are the 


« faithful? Are the buſy multitudes that crowd 
« the city, in a ſtate of perdition? and is the 


„ cell of the derviſe alone the gate of para- 


c dife? To all, the life of a derviſe is not poſ- 


« ſible : to all, tlierefore, it cannot be a duty. 


«© Depart to the houſe which has in this ciry 
« \dirate_ the reaſon of thy requeſt; and may 


« ble, enable me to determine with wiſdom.“ 
Mirza departed; and, on the third day, ha- 


ving received no command; he again requeſted 


an audience, and it was granted. When he 


entered thè royal preſence, his: cbuntenance 
appeared more chearful; He drew al letter from 
his boſom, and having Kifled it, He * 


it with his right hand. My Eord,“ faid he, 
«I have learned by milk letter, which: Fretei. 


ved from Coſrou the i iman, whoi now ſtands 
before thee, in what manner life may be beſt 


„improved. I am enabled: to look back with 


& pleaſure; and forward with hope; and 1 


« ſhall now rejoice {till to be the ſhadow of 
thy power at Fauris, and to keep thoſe. ho- 
* nours which I ſo lately wiſhed. to- reſign.. 
The king, who had liſtened to Mirza Wich a 


Es mixture of ſurpriſe: and. curioſity; TIO 
Y 


Bare 
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gave the letter to Coſrou, and commanded chat 
tit ſhould be read. The eyes of the court were 
at once turned upon the hoary ſage, whoſe 
countenance was ſuffuſed with an honeſt bluſh; 

and it was not without ſome deen chat he 


read theſe words. 


„% 'To Mirza, whom his. ian of . 
„ our mighty lord has honoured with dominion, 
« be everlaſting health! When I heard thy pur- 
<<. poſe to withdraw the bleſſings of thy govern- 
<« ment from the thouſands of Tauris, my heart 
4 was wounded with the arrow of Affliction, and 
& my eyes became dim with ſorrow. But who 
e ſhall ſpeak before the king, when he is 
4 traubled ? and: who ſhall boaſt of knowledge, 
„ when he/is diſtreſſed by doubt?—To. thee I 
«will relate the events of my youth, which 
thou haſt. renewed before me; and thoſe 
„ truths which they taught me, may the Pro- 
6, phet multiply ro thee. 

« Under the inſtruction of the being A- 
& Juazer, I obtained an early knowledge of his. 
c Art. To thoſe who were ſmitten with diſ- 
4 caſe, F could adminiſter plants, which the 
fun bas impregnated with the ſpirit of health. 
But the ſcenes of pain, languor, and morta- 
„ty, which were perpetually riſing before me, 
* made me often tremble for myſelf. I ſaw 
i the grave open at my feet: I determined, 
therefore, to contemplate only: the regions 
beyond- it, and to deſpiſe every acquiſition 
« which I could not keep. I conceived an o- 
pinion, that as there was no merit but in vo- 
0 ans n, and ſilent meditation, thoſe 
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who deſired money were not proper obje ds 
of bounty; and that by all who were pro- 


per objects of bounty, money was deſpiſ- 


a0, I, therefore, buried mine in the earth; 
and, renouncing ſociety,. 1 wandered into a 


« wild and ſequeſtered part of the country: 
my dwelling was a cave by the ſide of a hill; 


I -drank the running water from the ſpring, 


and eat ſuch fruits and herbs as I could find. : 


To increaſe the auſterity of my life, I fre- 


- quently watched all night, fitting at the en- 
trance of the cave, with my face to the Eaſt, 
reſigning myſelf to the, ſecret influences of 


the Prophet, and expecting illuminations 
from above. One morning, after my noc- 
turnal vigil, juſt as I perceived the horizon 
glow at rhe approach of the ſun, the power 
of fleep became irreſiſtible, and I ſunk un- 


der it. I imagined myfelf till fitting at the 


entrance of my cell; that the dawn increaf- 


ed; and that, as I looked earneſtly for the 


firſt beam of day, a dark ſpot appeared to 
intercept it. I perceived that it was in mo- 
tion; it increaſed in ſize, as it drew near; 
and, at length; I diſcovered it to be an eagle. 
I {till kept my eye fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it, 
and ſaw it alight at a ſmall diſtance, where 
I now deſcried a fox, whoſe two fore legs ap- 
« peared to be broken. Before this fox, the 
eagle laid part of a kid, which ſhe had 


& brought in her talons, and then diſappeared. 
„When I awaked, I laid my forehead upon 


ce 


66 


the ground, and bleffed the Prophet for the 
inſtruction of the morning. IL. reviewed my 


* 2: dream, 
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dream, and faid thus to -myſelf —Cofrou, 


thou haſt done well to renounce the tumult, R 
the buſineſs, and the vanities of life; but 
thou haſt as yet done it only in part; thou 


art ſtill every day buſied in the ſearch of 
food; thy mind is not wholly at reſt, neither 


is thy truſt in Providence complete. What 


art thoù taught by this viſion? If thou haſt 


ſeen an eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to. 
feed a fox that is lame, ſhall not the hand 


of Heaven alſo ſupply thee with food 5 when 


3 chat which prevents thee from procuri 17 
it thyſelf, is not neceſſity, but devorion!! 


I was now ſo confident of a miraculous ſup- : 


ply, that I neglected to walk out for my re- 


paſt, which, after the firſt day, I expected 
with an impatience that left me little power 
of attending to any other object: this im- 


patience, however, I laboured to ſuppreſs, - 


and perſiſted in my reſolution : but my eyes, 
at length, began to fail me, and my knees 
{mote each other; I threw myſelf backward, 


and hoped my weakneſs would ſoon increaſe 


to inſenſibility. But I was ſuddenly rouſed by 
the voice of an inviſible being, who pronounced 
theſe words: „ Cofrou, I am the angel who, 
by the command of the Almighty, have regi- 
ſtered the thoughts of thy heart, which 1 


am now commiſſioned to reprove. While 
thou waſt attempting to become wife above 
that which is revealed, thy folly has per- 
verted the inſtruction which was vouchſafed 
thee. Art thou diſabled as the fox? Haſt 


_—_ not rather the e of the eagle? 
66 * Ariſe, 
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« tue is not 'relt; but action. If chou doſt 
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* 


« mulation. © Te pam and ficknefs be tnc 
ealth. 


4 godd | to man, às an evidence of thy love to 


God, thy virtue will be exalted from moral 
* to divine; and that happineſs Which is the 
. pledge of paradiſe, will be thy reward upon 
At theſe words, 1 Was not lefs aſtoniſhed, 
+. khan if a' mountain had been oyerturned at 
s my feet. I humbled myſelf in the duſt; 1 


returned to the city; 1 dug up my treaſure; 


< was liberal, yet I became rich. My. 1kill 
cc in reſtoring health to the body, gave me fre- 
6 quent opportunities of curing the diſeaſes 4 5 
< che ſoul. 1 put on the ſacred veſtments; 1 
grew eminent beyond my merit; and it was 
the pleaſure of the king that T ſhould ftand 


1 


4 ed; I boaſt of no knowledge that I have not 


err 


» 


received: as. the ſands of the deſert, drink 


- 


c up the drops of rain, or the dew of the. mor- 


n - FR Be £4.25 I 3 fas 4 Þ+. L 
„ ning; ſo do T alſo, who att but duſt, imbibe/ 


& © 


* the inſtructions of the Prophet. Beliete 
< then, that it is he who tells thee, all Know- 
c ledge is profane which terminates in thyſelf ; 


ce and, by a life waſted in ſpeculation, little e- 
ce ven of this can be gained. When the gates 


< of paradiſe are thrown open before thee; 


« thy mind ſhall be irradiated in a moment: 
cc here, thou canſt little more than pile error 


ce upon error; there, thou ſhalt build truth up- 
% on truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious 
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viſion ; 34 and, i in the mean- time, emulate the 


eagle. Much is in thy power; and, there- 
fore, much is expected of thee. Though the 


Almighty only can give yirtue; yet, as a 
prince, thou mayſt ſtimulate thoſe to benefi- 


cence, who act from no higher motive than 

immediate intereſt: thou canſt not produce 
the principle, but mayſt enforce the practice. 
The relief of the poor is equal, whether 
they receive it from oſtentation or charity; 
and the effect of example is the ſame, whe- 
ther it be intended to obtain the favour of 


God or man. Let thy virtue be thus diff 
fuſed ; and if thou believeſt with reverence, 


thou ſhalt be accepted above. Farewel: 


May the ſmile of Him who e in the 


heaven of heavens be upon thee! and a- 
gainſt thy name, in the volume of His will, 


may happineſs be written!“ 


The king g, Whoſe doubts, like thoſe of Mirza, 


1 now removed, looked up with a ſmile that 


communicated the joy of his mind. He diſ- 
miſſed the prince to his government; and com- 
manded theſe events to be recorded, to the end 
that poſterity may know, That no life is 
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pleaſing to Gop, but that which is ele! to 
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